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Many thanks to the Members of The Evangelical Lu-

theran Church of Our Savior who shared their stories. 

We hope you enjoy them! 

God Bless you always. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What’s Your Story?  
  

Sometimes to know where to go you need to know where you’ve 
been.  In 2017, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior will 
celebrate 90 years of ministry, and our past is a good signpost for 
where we should go.  
In this booklet you will find the stories of members of the congrega-
tion.  Their stories help to tell the story of ELCOS.  The congregation 
celebrated its first worship service on August 28, 1927, in a storefront 
at 417 Haddon Avenue in Haddonfield, which is now next to Tony’s 
Pizzeria.  A 100’x125’ lot at the corner of Wood Lane and Wayne Av-
enue, the current site of the church, was purchased for $5,800, and the 
ground breaking service was held November 6, 1927.  
 We hope in this year of celebration to inspire each other to continue 
our 90-year legacy of worshipping our Lord, serving our neighbors, 
and giving ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  

Congregation Resources Committee  
 
 
 

October 2016  



 
Walt Haswell  
 
My infantile faith journey began with baptism and regular Sunday 
School attendance at a Methodist Episcopal church in Hazleton, PA. 
When I was nine, our family moved to Lehighton, PA and continued 
worship at a small ME church where I attended SS, morning worship 
and evening song service, followed by MYF all through high school. 
At summer MYF camps I enjoyed worship, Christian fellowship and 
playing in the orchestra with other MYFers in the district. Camp al-
ways concluded with a huge bonfire, an emotion-stirring sermon and 
altar call. In retrospect, I believe I suffered “burnout” from an overdose 
of Christian youth education.  
My faith journey was detoured by Drexel Engineering studies and extra
-curricular activities (mainly with Connie at Penn Nursing – nurturing 
our high school romance). I married Connie, a Lutheran, in 1953 and 
managed the transition from Methodism to the more formal Lutheran-
ism. On moving from Philadelphia to New Jersey, we became members 
of Holy Trinity in Audubon and sang in the choir.  
After returning in 1960 from a one-year assignment in CA, we attended 
a few services at St Michaels in Cherry Hill. On a neighbor’s recom-
mendation, we visited ELCOS and, after hearing a few of Pastor Pau-
les’ sermons and enjoying a visit from him, began a rewarding long-
term membership. Our three sons were confirmed and active in YM. 
Eventually, Eric and Craig were married here. When we lost Mark in 
1973 at age 16, we were blessed with outstanding love and support 
from our Church family. That further strengthened our bond with 
ELCOS.  
Connie and I were active in the vocal and instrumental music programs, 
co-chaired Youth Ministry and taught confirmands. I served on Coun-
cil, chaired several committees and was elected VP. In retirement, our 
faith is strengthened by daily Bible reading and devotions. We attend 
Monday evening Bible Discussion, which Pastor Wayne makes inter-
esting and thought-provoking by relating the Word to life in modern 
times. Our hope is that more people will find time to take advantage of 
Pastor’s dedication to this important aspect of his ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Herrmann and Evelyn (Lynne) Boyle  
 
In 1927 when the Lutheran Church of Our Savior began, our parents Harold 
and Emma Van Horn and we, their daughters, Grace, Betty, and Lynne, be-
came charter members. Our lives were centered around the church. Sunday 
School, Bible School, Wednesday Released Time, Luther League on Sunday 
evenings and church picnics. Our mother taught all of 
her grandchildren and others for about 30 years in the 
nursery department and Lillian Anderson was her assis-
tant. Shortly after the church began, the ladies of the 
auxiliary made vegetable soup and conducted oyster 
suppers to help with the expenses of the church. Our 
faith that we were taught will remain with us forever.  

Janice Bellenghi  
 
After my father's massive stroke, I moved from NYC to Mt. Laurel to be 
close to my mother for assistance. I became a member of Prince of Peace Lu-
theran Church in Marlton. When my mother-in-law and father-in-law passed, 

we moved into my husband's boyhood home in Bellmawr. I 
was in the middle of a two-year term as the Evangelism 
chair on Church Council. I remained a member until my 
term was up. With unpredictable weather, distance and 
heavy traffic concerns, I decided it was time to find a new 
church closer to home. After a computer search, I found The 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior. On my first visit I was 

"hooked." The warm, friendly reception from members and the wonderful 
sermon Pastor Zschech delivered reinforced my desire to become a member 
of this Christian community  

Jane Evans  
 
In 1935 my parents moved to Ashland, Delaware Township, where I grew 
up. My parents took my siblings and me to Sunday School at LCOS and I 
was confirmed in 1948. Prior to that, schools offered released time for stu-
dents to go to churches for religious instruction one day during the week. 
Pastor Irvin drove to our school and picked us up in his car with the rusted 
out floor, drove us to church, and then drove us back 
home. Jim and I were married by Pastor Paules at 
LCOS, August 22, 1953. We raised our children 
here; our grandchildren were confirmed here. It’s my 
home.  



 
 
Deb Hartigan  
 
Growing up, my family attended Temple Lutheran 
Church in Pennsauken. After I married, we moved 
to Haddonfield. When it was time for my oldest 
son to attend Sunday School, I thought he should 
go to Sunday School with kids he would be going 
to school with. Eva Shaw was babysitting my sons 
while my husband and I worked. She suggested we 
join LCOS. Both of my sons were confirmed here, sang in the choirs, 
served as acolytes. I taught Sunday School and served on the Christian 
Education Committee. I am currently active in Sisters-in-Spirit, attend 
Bible Study, and count the offering. LCOS is a very comfortable place. I 
like it here.  
 

 
Jane Braccio  
 
My husband and I attended the annual Tri-County Luther-
an Dinner Dances where one year we met the Wissers. 
We decided to change churches and joined LCOS when 
my son was beginning Confirmation classes. He loved 
Pastor Wisser and he loved playing on the church softball 
team coached by Ron Gaines. My husband and I were 

welcomed by the couples group, the Nite Outers, led by the Mutches and 
the Olts. We went on bus trips to New York to see shows and participated 
in progressive dinners. Both my son and daughter were married here by 
Pastor Dunkle, who also married me and my second husband, Matt, in 
February 2005 just before Pastor retired.  
 
 
Linda and Kristine Monsen  
 
After several weeks of searching for a new home 
church, we happened to attend LCOS the same day 
Pastor Zschech led his first Sunday Service as the 
new pastor. We enjoyed the service and continued 
coming back weekly. The friendliness of the con-
gregation made us feel very comfortable, so we 
joined the church shortly thereafter.  

 
The Wallaces, Caryl & Don 

 

Caryl . . . I was born. My parents brought me here to 
Our Savior, and eighty-three years later I am still 
here. Don . . .I started to date Caryl (age 14) in 1948, 
often attending Our Savior with her. Married her in 
1953 at Our Savior and have been here ever since.  

 

Lisa Quanci  
 
In 2003—Noelle was confirmation age—unfortunately the church we at-
tended could not offer her instruction to further her growing faith. Pastor 
Dunkle graciously offered to guide her and her classmates through those 
years without ever making us feel obligated to join LCOS. Well, as time 
went on her involvement with Youth Group, church events, and the warm 
and welcoming feeling we felt as a family sealed it for us. Over the years 
my entire family and then my brother’s family took part in the various 
ministries. We have all been rewarded in deep, emotional, and spiritual 
ways. I am grateful especially for the youth mission trips to North Caroli-
na to build with Habitat for Humanity. Those weeks over the years have 
not only awakened and strengthened skills I have but also taught me truly 
the meaning of “God’s work, our hands.” Another equally skillful and re-

warding mission, but a bit less strenuous, is 
the LCOS Mission Quilters. To know both 
the homes we build and the quilts we sew 
will be comfort, shelter, warmth, and securi-
ty for those unknown to us, but God’s peo-
ple—is what faith in action means to me.  
Let your light shine that those who see it 

will know God’s love.  
 

Beth Hill  
 
Our Savior Lutheran Church has been my second home 
for 50 years. I was baptized, attended Sunday School, 
made Confirmation, became an acolyte, played hand 
bells and sang in Children, Youth, and Adult Choirs. I 
am active with Altar Guild and Sisters-in-Spirit and am 
now one of the library ladies. I continue to worship, 
serve, and spread hope to others.  



 
Cheryl Hastings  
 
I moved down to the Philadelphia area in the summer of 1992. My hus-
band and I bought a house in Haddonfield as we loved the small town 
and the outstanding school system. I did a little church shopping to see 
where I felt welcomed and comfortable and ended up joining The Lu-
theran Church of Our Savior shortly after, as we loved Pastor Dunkle. In 
1998, my mom and dad moved down to the Haddonfield Commons and 
my mother also joined the church. My dad passed away the summer of 
2000 and Pastor Dunkle was kind enough to speak at a small memorial 
for my dad. I guess it was around 2005 when I separated from my hus-
band. Around the same time, my mom had a very difficult time with her 
memory so she went to live with my sister in Virginia Beach. That was a 
very rough time in my life and I stopped attending church, too many 
memories to deal with. I divorced in 2007, and my mom passed away in 
April 2009. I didn’t have a church to go to so I 
went back to Our Savior, spoke to Pastor Zschech. 
He gave a beautiful memorial for my mom. Pastor 
was so kind and caring even though I had not at-
tended church in years. I have nothing but won-
derful words to say about Pastor Zschech. After 
the memorial, I came back to Our Savior, still sit 
around the same pew as I did with my husband 
and mom but now it feels like “home” to me.  
 
 
 
Sandy DeDonatis  
 
My home church growing up was St. Paul’s in Collingswood. We trans-
ferred to Martin Luther Chapel when I was 13 where I was confirmed. I 
met my first husband there and my two children went to Martin Luther 
Christian Day School until we moved from Pennsauken to Haddon 
Township. After my divorce I started looking for a new church and came 

to Our Savior through my brother and sister-in-law, 
Karl and Patty Schneider. My youngest two children 
were confirmed here and my husband Sam and I wor-
shipped here together after we were married. Pastor 
Zschech’s funeral service for Sam was a beautiful 
tribute to his life. I have been a member for 15 years 
and I feel blessed to be a part of this congregation.  

 
 
 
 
Betsy Kuehn  
 
I have been a lifelong member of LCOS and have liv 
ed in the same house in Haddonfield, NJ all my life. 
My parents, the late Doris and Bill Kuehn, joined 
LCOS in 1951. Dad was elected to Church Council 
and served as Treasurer for 20 years from 1953 to 
1973. Dad was at the Church Council meeting in Janu-
ary 1961 and went home and took Mom to the hospital to give birth to me. 
I was baptized by Pastor Paules on Easter Sunday 1961, and confirmed by 
Pastor Wisser in 1975. Today, I serve on Altar Guild as Communion Chair 
and Corresponding Secretary, which I have done for over 20+ years. It was 
Louise Slaw that got me involved in setting up for full communion. I have 
been on the Social Ministry Committee since 2005, and became Commit-
tee Chair in 2007. I have served two terms on Church Council from 2005 
to 2011, and re-elected back on Church Council in 2012. I have served as a 
lay reader and communion assistant. I served on the 75th Anniversary 
Committee in 2002, and am on the current Anniversary Steering Commit-
tee. My immediate family includes my brother Bill (Janine); and nephews 
Douglas; Jonathan (Laura) and their children Andrew and Elsa; and Mi-
chael (Genine) and their children Mikayla and Alexis all living in Connect-

Cathe Bare  
 
Mark and I were both raised in Haddonfield. We 
moved back to town in 1989 and purchased a house 
on Rhoads Ave. Like many young couples with 
children we were looking for a church that ap-
pealed to both of us. I was raised Episcopalian and 

Mark, Methodist. We started our search at the church down the street. We 
were drawn in by the friendly reception we received and Pastor Dunkle's 
sermons. We've been regular attendees ever since. As our good friend Don 
Miano says, we now belong to the Church of our Most Holy Convenience!  



John Drozdal  
 
The very short answer to how I found Lutheran Church of Our Savior is 
Nancy Gulick.  
Nancy and I grew up in Haddon Heights and pretty much sat next to each 
other in class from first to twelfth grade.  
We both had long marriages and we were both widowed. About six years 
ago, a mutual friend of ours did some behind the scenes matchmaking. I 
was living in Minneapolis, MN and Nancy was in Haddonfield. On my 
first visit, she brought me to Lutheran Church of Our Savior for Sunday 
morning worship - it was actually Rally Sunday so I got to meet LOTS of 
people and felt welcome from the start.  
On September 24, 2011, Pastor Wayne officiated our wedding at LCOS. 
January 30, 2012, I officially became a member of Lutheran Church of 
Our Savior and two hours later I was on Church Council! In the second 
and third years of my term on Council, I served as Vice-President. I have 
learned what a wonderful faith community LCOS is.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Gulick  
 
I come from a long line of Lutherans but it took me awhile to find a con-
gregation that I wanted to join. In addition, my (late) husband Charlie was 
Catholic and we were raising our son, Ben in his religion. When Ben was 
in 3rd grade, his Cub Scout troop met at LCOS and that opened a door for 
me to feel comfortable and I joined in 1996(?). My family would attend 
one week at Christ the King and the next at LCOS. Ben liked to compare 
churches and he said that the Methodist Church had great choirs, the 
Catholic Church was well decorated and at the Lutheran Church, Pastor 
Dunkle knew his name . . . that said it all for me. I have been an active 
member of the congregation. For 6 years I served on the Church Council 
as the Secretary and chaired the 75th Anniversary Committee in 2001. 
Charlie and I were the Pantry Coordinators for 5 years and I have been on 
Social Ministry for years. Sisters in Spirit is another group that I enjoy. 
Pastor Wayne has shepherded our family for the last 10 years through 
many significant events: 3 weddings, including mine to John Drozdal, 1 
funeral (Charlie’s), 3 Christenings and 3 baby namings. Joining LCOS 
was an excellent choice and the pastors and members are an important 
part of my life.  

Linda Powell  
 
After moving back to Haddonfield to raise my 
daughters, I wanted us to attend a Lutheran church 
in town and found LCOS most welcoming. I was 
lucky enough to ask Martha Fletcher if I could help 
with Cherub Choir and she said yes, which led to a 
wonderful, 38-year involvement with many families 
in the church as the Cherub Choir Director. She also 
welcomed me to the Adult Choir as did Bert Carl-
son, Jeff Faux, and Pat Green. Music is such a big draw to the ministry here 
with Austen and Pauline now. Many activities throughout the years have 
strengthened my faith and desire to continue to come to LCOS. Recently, 
Bible Study has been a real addition to my journey of faith.  
 
Dorothy Powell  
 

After Linda and her family decided to join LCOS, Ed 
and I decided to join them. We were welcomed and felt 
very much a part of a new church family after a long 
history at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Collingswood. 
I led the women’s group, Faith Circle, which met every 
week for fellowship and Bible study. I continue to see 
my granddaughter’s family, Kathy and Greg Wright 
and their children, Amelia, Bennett, and Grayson, 

growing here from their participation in Cherub Choir and Children’s Choir 
and now Grayson as an acolyte. I always enjoy the Lenten dinners, the be-
ginning of the year picnic, the wonderful fellowship at Senior Game Day 
where I check in guests. I was always included in the adult Christmas par-
ties at the Rileys’. I’ve always felt close to the Wissers, the Dunkles, and 
now Pastor Wayne  
 
Laurie Reiter Eason  
 
In 1955 my family was new to New Jersey. My dad, Robert Reiter, had 
served as a fill-in pastor here and at several other churches. He appreciated 
Pastor Paules and we joined LCOS just before the sanctuary enlargement 
was completed. The family included my brothers, Tom and Richard, and 
mother, Mary Reiter. I left the area in the early 
70’s. When I moved back in 2009, I realized my 
mother, who lived at Cadbury in Cherry Hill, 
could come to LCOS if I drove her. I quickly 
knew LCOS was my real church home  



Laura Oakes  
 
I grew up in the Lehigh Valley where people speak 
with a distinctive accent. After moving to South Jer-
sey, I began looking for a Lutheran church. One Sun-
day I visited LCOS and heard Pastor Wisser speak. I 
immediately felt at home. I joined the church and a 
few years later my husband and children did, also. 
Becoming active in the church was the way we connected with other 
families. My children enjoyed coming with their friends to Sunday 
School, Confirmation Class, Youth Group and serving as acolytes, sing-
ing in the choirs, and ringing hand bells. Our schedules were always 
busy, but always included church and worship  
 

Karin LaBarge  
 
I am a lifelong Lutheran and was born and raised in Cadillac, Michigan, a 
small town about 200 miles NW of Detroit and 50 miles SE of Traverse 
City. In the early 1980's my dad was hospitalized for cancer treatments in 
Traverse City and received regular visits during his four-month stay from 
Pastor Dunkle (serving at T.C.'s Bethlehem Lutheran Church before 
moving back to New Jersey). We moved from New Orleans to Had-
donfield in 1989 so that I could join the business faculty at Rutgers-

Camden. In conversation about our new home's loca-
tion only a block from the Lutheran church, my mom 
reminded me of our family's long association with 
Pastor Dunkle. Soon after he stopped by the house to 
welcome us to the community. That summer I be-
came a member and, during the coffee hour which 
followed, Bert Carlson invited me to sing in the 
choir. LCOS has been our church home ever since.  
 

Judy Caravelli  
 
I was raised Catholic but I was not completely content with it as an adult. 
I wanted to find a church that I felt comfortable 
in – something smaller and friendlier. I had nev-
er been to a church service of any other denomi-
nation, so I visited several churches in the area. 
It was suggested that I try a Lutheran church. 
My first visit to Our Savior was on Palm Sunday 
and I really liked all the music and the service. 
After a few more visits, I was sure it was right for me. I felt welcomed 
and comfortable right from the start. That was 35 years ago. I guess I 
made the right choice.  

  
 

Sue Windle  
 
Rich and I met at work. I was working for 
him as his Administrative Assistant. It was 
love at first sight. In 1988 we moved into an 
apartment in the Manayunk section of Philadelphia, because it was near our 
office in Bala Cynwyd, with our blended family of 4 kids at the time. Since 
we were both divorced we would have all our kids together at different 
times. Mostly always on weekends. Our 2 older daughters were the same 
age and I had a son much older than them, already in High School, and 
Richard had a son who was the youngest. During this time we would go to 
different Lutheran churches in Philadelphia, close to our apartment. It 
turned out that most of them were not what we needed. There were not 
many children which was important to us. We decided to move to New Jer-
sey as Rich was originally from Blackwood and I was from South Philadel-
phia. We both got new jobs, mine was in Center City Philadelphia (to which 
I commuted by Speed Line everyday), and Rich got a job in Moorestown. 
We rented a house and eventually bought a house in Haddon Heights, which 
we still live in since 1992. Again we began our "church shopping". We 
started out at Ascension Lutheran Church, in Haddon Heights, where we 
eventually got married. But as in the other churches we visited in the past, it 
did not have much to offer for the children. In 1994 our daughter Rebecca 
was born and baptized at Ascension. We then moved on to Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church. We were very happy there. We really liked Pastor Over-
cash. I joined the choir and the kids all went to Sunday school. There was a 
good number of families with children in that church. The only problem was 
the travel from Haddon Heights to Marlton every Sunday became more and 
more hectic. We really didn't want to leave Prince of Peace but we decided 
we should look around closer to home for a different church. We were very 
pleased to find LCOS. After visiting a few times we knew it was the place 
for us to join. The choir was beautiful, Pastor Dunkle was inspiring, there 
were many families with children and it was in Haddonfield, 15 minutes 
from Haddon Heights. After that, all just fell into place. The kids received 
their Communion and Confirmation at LCOS, Rich and I both joined the 

choir and bells, I joined the Mission Quilting commit-
tee and Rich became Vice President/Personnel on 
Council. It's now been over 15 years we are here and 
we are very happy with our church family.  



 
 
 
 
 
Jack Berrigan  
 
My father, Arthur Berrigan, was a devout Catholic 
and my mother, Betty, was a staunch Lutheran who 
was recruited to LCOS by Pasto r Irvin. Bound by 
undying love, my parents created the Berrigan Reli-
gious Compromise in 1936. Under the compromise, 
they would be married by a priest and their subse-
quent children (Me) would be Christened (AKA) 
Baptized Catholic but raised as a Lutheran at LCOS.  
Given the force of faith in our household, I attended 
Sunday school each and every Sunday, racking up 
metals/pins for attendance. Until the Supreme Court 
banned the practice, I was excused from school early 
every Wednesday to attend Bible School.  
After confirmation in the 6th grade, I served as an 
acolyte under Dr. Meyers for seven years. During 
this period, I played on an LCOS basketball team that suffered a humili-
ating 97-3 loss to a Camden team in a CYO league. I wonder if any of 
my team mates are still LCOS members.  
While attending college, graduate school and teaching college, I lived 
out-of-state and became a practicing “Cheaster”. Ironically, when Doro-
thy and I wanted to get married at LCOS in 1982, we were prohibited 
because I had been divorced. Nevertheless, Dorothy & I have three chil-
dren (Kristen, Dan, and David) who were baptized and confirmed at 
LCOS. Two children (Kristen & David) served as acolytes. In 2003, 
Kristen was married at LCOS. Betty, the last living party to the Berrigan 
Religious Compromise died in 2007. Appropriately, Betty’s funeral was 
held at LCOS. Recently, a fourth generation joined LCOS with the bap-
tism of our grandchildren, Ava and Joe Poliafico.  
I continue the Berrigan tradition of active service to LCOS as a member 
of Council (2006-2009), Treasurer (2007-2009) and the Memorial Gift 
Board (2009-2016).  
 
 

Mae Batchelor  
 
I became a member of The Lutheran Church of 
Our Savior when I was 8-years old. My family 
would walk to church from Beechwood Ave-
nue. I attended Sunday School and was in the 
Junior Choir. My husband, Jon, and I were con-
firmed together by Pastor Irvin. We were married in 1959 by Pastor Paules, 
who also baptized our three children. Our three children were confirmed by 
Pastor Wisser. Pastor Dunkle married our two daughters and baptized six 
of our seven grandchildren. When Jon retired from the Navy, we returned 
and attend full time now. I am in the Adult Choir and Jon works with the 
retired Handymen’s Group.  

Bobbi Newsham  
 
In December of 1984 prior to the birth of my daughter Rebecca in March 
of 1985, I joined the church as I lived locally and a neighbor had said that 
LCOS was a great church. I joined, but did not start going regularly until 
1988 when my daughter was three and my son Devin was one. He went 
into the nursery with Ms. Shirley, and Rebecca started in the newly formed 
3-year old Sunday School class with Carleen Dunkle  and Mary Jo Marks. 

I have been active throughout my years at LCOS in 
various volunteer positions such as Sunday School 
Superintendent, Fellowship Chair, and I am current-
ly on the Outreach Committee. I have been on 
Church Council several times and currently am on 
the Memorial Gifts Board. Although I have gone to 
all of the three services, I really enjoy the 9:15 ser-
vice, as I get to see everyone before and after the 

services. It is a GREAT congregation, and I enjoy worshipping and visiting 
with everyone.  

Glenn Martin  
 
When I first met Bobbi Newsham in January of 2004, 
she was very active at LCOS in Fellowship. I quickly 
learned that if I wanted to be with her, I also needed to 
go to LCOS. I was baptized and raise d a Lutheran so 
it was a perfect match. I always went to the Annual 
Congregational Meeting with her and realized I needed 
to join because I could not vote. I liked working the Fellowship events 
with Bobbi; they were so much fun. I joined the Church in 2008 and now 
I am on Church Council and the Chair of the Property Committee. I have 
brought my mother several times to the service, and she always enjoys it, 
as the members of the church and Pastor Wayne are very welcoming.  



 

Arlene Stolarick  

My husband Mike and I moved to South Jersey 45 years ago. Since we 
were married in a Missouri Synod Lutheran Church, we went to the Lu-
theran Church in Pennsauken. We realized early on that traveling over 
major highways to worship would be a hardship when our two daughters 
started school and other activities. After a few months we decided to at-
tend services at Our Savior and were able 
to walk from Windsor Avenue to Church. 
Two years later our son Brian was born 
and the family and friends carried the 
month old infant to Church for his bap-
tism. Pastor Wisser and the congregation 
welcomed us with open arms. What a glo-
rious day for all. The years quickly passed 
and our children became members through Holy Communion and Con-
firmation. Our daughter Erin married her husband Brian Schaffer at our 
altar by Pastor Dunkle.  Our three granddaughters were also baptized at 
our baptismal font. Years later, I had the momentous privilege to assist 
Pastor Zschech in giving the girls their First Holy Communion. 
Since retirement, we have volunteered in different ways. My advice to 
young families is to get involved with our church. Meet and volun-
teer with mem bers of our congregation. You will serve the Lord and 
make friends for life. 
 
Eva Shaw  

 
I came to the Lutheran Church of Our Savior when 
I met my husband. Harvey was a long time member 
of the church. We met in 1964 when Harvey re-
turned home from London, where he was serving in 
the Navy, to attend his father’s funeral. After dating 
for about 3 weeks, he asked me to attend church 
with him. At that time the minister was Pastor Pau-
les. We were married at the church in 1967 and you 

could say the rest is history. We have 3 daughters, Debbie Roncace, 
Stacey and Kimberly Shaw. They are all active members of the church. 
Debbie’s husband, Craig, joined the church after he married our daugh-
ter. Debbie and Craig have 3 children who are also members of our 
church. Harvey’s father, Martin Luther Shaw, used to sing in the church 
choir, and now myself and his granddaughter, Kim, also sing in the 
choir. So, I guess you could say that we have been long time members.  

 

 

Carol Maniaci 

 

I was raised attending St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church in Collingswood.  I 
was baptized, attended Sunday 
school and was confirmed there.  
When I was a Sr. in high school, a 
friend of mine at the time, asked if I 
wanted to join her for the Christmas 
midnight candlelight service at Our Savior.   I went and remember thinking 
how beautiful and warm the church was.  I also remember thinking what a 
wonderful church this would be to belong to.  A few years later, at the urg-
ing of a close family friend, my parents and I went to several services at 
Our Savior.  Pastor Wisser always gave wonderful sermons and my family 
decided to join Our Savior.  I was married at Our Savior and my 3 children 
have been baptized, attended Sunday School, served as acolytes and were 
confirmed here.   My oldest daughter was married here a few years ago and 
another will be married here by the end of October.   We have always en-
joyed the faith community here at Our Savior and look forward to spending 
the future with our warm and friendly church members and Pastor.   
 

Linda Doherty  
 
My story at LCOS starts at the beginning of my life. 
I’ve known no other church but LCOS. My earliest 
memories are of Mrs. Van Horn and her bag of animal 
crackers she handed out to the Sunday School kids. I’ll 
never forget my first rehearsal with what was then the 
Junior Choir. Mr. Isch always auditioned anyone who 
wanted to sing a solo on one of the verses of the an-

them we were singing. I auditioned and got the solo at my first rehearsal! 
The anthem was “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.” Julie, my sister, and 
I were active in the Youth Group in the early 70’s. We were both married 
here and have kept active in the choir.  



Jean Schroeder  
 
I moved from Philadelphia to our 
house on Rhoads Avenue in Had-
donfield with my parents and 
brother when I was 7-years old. 
We started attending the church when it was in the storefront on Haddon 
Avenue.  
When the church was built (at its current location), we joined because it 
was around the corner and we became Lutherans. Mom volunteered to 
play the organ, and she did – very well, too - for about 15 years. She nev-
er got paid. It was all volunteer. My parents were not charter members, 
but they got involved. Mom played the organ and dad eventually joined 
Church Council.  
I joined the choir, which was a group of teenage girls, when I was 13. 
There were six of us and one young man. We called him Johnny one-
note, but he was very faithful and came every week. We had an active 
youth group – it was called Luther League – and we met Sunday nights. 
We had dances and parties – but not in church. It was a happy time. It is 
where my husband, Ernie, and I met. It was a very social group.  
Pastor (Donald) Irvin was interested in young people. None of us had 
much money. I remember he had an old car, and one day he piled all of 
us in the Youth Group into his car and took us to the shore. I sat in front, 
in the middle, and there was a big hole in the floor and you could see the 
road below. I always remembered that.  
I stayed in the choir for decades. I only took off when I had the girls, Lin-
da and Julie. The choir was a big part of my life. I retired when I was in 
my 80s. Over the years I have enjoyed Pastor Englehart’s Bible Study, 

Julia (Julie) Frederick  
 
My story begins before I can even remember. It goes back to the early 
years of LCOS when my parents, Ernest Schroeder and Jean Pearl, met at 
what was then called Luther League, today’s equivalent of Youth Group. 
They were married here in 1943. My sister, Linda Schroeder Doherty, 
and I came along several years later. My grandmother, Gertrude Pearl, 
served as organist for many years beginning in the 1930’s; a volunteer 
because there were no funds to pay her. In the years that followed, Linda 
and I were taken to Sunday School, Junior Choir, and Confirmation class. 
One of my earliest memories is having to go outside to the house next 
door, known as the Annex, for Sunday School no matter what the weath-
er. This house has since been torn down and been replaced with the sec-
ond Wayne Avenue addition. As teens, Linda 
and I became involved in Youth Choir and 
Youth Ministry, which evolved from Luther 
League. We were also both married here. Over 
the years, I have worshiped under the leadership 
of Pastors Paules, Wisser, Dunkle and now Pas-
tor Zschech. As a singer and hand bell ringer, I 
have special memories of my choir directors: 
Anthony Isch, Martha Fletcher, Bert Carlson, Jeff Faux, Pat Green and 
Austen Wilson. Today, I have remained an active member, being in-
volved in the vocal and bell choirs, Altar Guild, church council, counter, 

Joseph B. Hartmann 
 
My parents Joseph R. and Martha R Hartmann were 
members here starting in 1929 until their deaths. They 
were very involved in many aspects of the church ad-
ministration. I was born on October 11, 1931 and be-
came a member 85 years ago. I started attending Sun-
day school in 1936 until I was confirmed in 1942. I was an acolyte until I 
went into the United States Coast Guard from 1952-1956. Upon my dis-
charge I returned home and to my church. In 1959 I married Peg and we 
had three children, Joe, Ed and Kim. Peg and I currently live in Gibbsbo-
ro, NJ and have since 1960. I was a member of the Haddonfield Lutheran 
softball team which played against various churches in the South Jersey 
area. It was a great experience for me and our entire family to be a part of 
LCOS. The many clergy, especially, Dr. Meyers, my acolyte mentor, pro-
vided a wonderful environment for the congregation. 

Peggy Hartmann 
 
Although I was a member of the Presbyterian Church in Haddon heights 
where Joe and I were married in 1959, I began attending the Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior shortly after. I wanted to keep my Presbyterian 
“formalities” but decided, with the help of Pastor Paules, the be a family 
and join LCOS. I thought that was “the right thing to do”, and as they say, 
“those who pray together, stay together!” 
Our three children Joseph Heald, (1960), Edward Alfred (1962) and Kim-
berly Erskine-Hartmann (1970) were all baptized at LCOS. 
So when my daughter, Kim, got married there was only one place they 
wanted our granddaughters, Lia and Eva, to be baptized; LCOS. Of 
course it was chosen by all to have Pastor Dunkle 
and Pastor Zschech give them their blessings. 
To me, LCOS is where I feel the Holy Spirit come 
into my heart as I try to live my life as He would 
want me to live. This church has always been a wel-
coming place for me during my times of joy and 
sadness. “God Bless Us All-thanks be to God.”  


