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Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Worship Times; 5:00, 8:00, & 10:00

Address Service Requested

One Advent 4 Worship at 10:30 on
Christmas Eve Morning
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Since the Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on December
24, the Worship and Music Ministry Team has decided
to hold one service at 10:30 as the worship staff prepares for the three Christmas Eve worship services, held
later that day, beginning at 5:00. The worship in the
morning will focus on the Fourth Sunday of Advent
rather than Christmas Eve, so you’ll need to come again
at night if you want to hear the Nativity story.

Join the congregation in celebrating the birth of Christ
this Christmas Eve at any of the three worship times that
best fit your schedule. Here are the times and a brief description of each:
5:00 Family Worship: A Children’s Sermon and anthems
sung by both the Cherub and Children’s Choirs as well as
the Children’s Bell Choir are the highlight of this worship
service. This is a great family-focused worship and we
hope you will invite your friends without a church home
to join you. Communion will be celebrated and the service ends with candlelight singing of Silent Night.
8:00 Traditional/Youth Worship: The Youth Choir and
Bell Choir continue to be the featured choir at this service
and returning college students are invited to join them in
singing familiar anthems if they choose. A traditional sermon is preached. Communion will be celebrated and the
service ends with candlelight singing of Silent Night.
10:00 Classic “Midnight” Worship: The Adult Choir
and Bell Choir are the featured choirs at this service with
a traditional sermon preached from the pulpit or aisle.
While this worship typically ended after midnight when
held at 11:00 the Worship and Music Committee decided
to move it up an hour after several requests for an earlier
time as 11:00 has become too late for many to attend.
Communion will be celebrated and the service ends with
candlelight singing of Silent Night.

We Are In Advent! Christmas Pageant & Dinner Set
for Dec 10 @ 4:00
In We Are In Advent, a family is visited by a variety of characters
from the Nativity story as they light the four candles of their Advent wreath. This pageant is an original script written predominantly by our own Bonnie Richards and involves our children
from age 3 to grade 6. Come and hear not only what each candle
represents but also how they relate to the Nativity story of Jesus’
birth. The pageant will be held on Sunday, December 10, at 4:00
in the sanctuary followed by a potluck supper in the Parish Hall. Come out and experience how Advent prepares us
not only for the coming of Christmas but the coming of our Lord in our lives each and every day.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

“God Is With Us in the Mean-Times”

December 2017

By Pastor Wayne Zschech
Advent is the season of waiting in the meantime. Advent begins with waiting for the second coming
of the Lord and by the Fourth Sunday we hear lessons related to waiting for his first coming in the
Nativity. We wait in the meantime, between Jesus’ arrival as a babe in Bethlehem and when he
comes again at the end of time in the Resurrection. We wait in the meantime between what happened two thousand years ago and an event that may not happen for another two thousand years.
Or it might happen next week. But it will happen. Until then we wait.
And in the mean time we wait in mean times. Shooters with automatic rifles massacre concert attendees and churchgoers, nightclub patrons and schoolchildren. Terrorists mow down pedestrians on crowded city streets and walkways and
bomb churches in the Middle East. Road rage is rampant. Our leaders act more like rude schoolyard bullies than civilized diplomats using their words to incite division rather than inspire compromise and unity. And that’s just from the
news of the last month! We live in mean times in the meantime of waiting for the Lord to come.
And we wonder. We wonder, “Where is God in all of this meanness in the world?” “Has God abandoned us when we
need God the most?” As we wait for his second coming let us not forget how he came the first time. “The word became
flesh and dwelled among us.” God became human in the infant Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. And Jesus wasn’t born
in idyllic conditions. Israel was an occupied state that was oppressed by Rome. His parents were from the backwater
part of the country. He was born to a teenage woman not yet fully married and in a stable because there was no room
for them anywhere in Bethlehem. Herod slaughtered innocent children in an effort to assassinate him, forcing him to be
a refugee in Egypt for years before returning to his native country.
Sound anything like life today? Violence. Oppression. Poverty. Disparity. And yet, in the midst of all of it God in Jesus
is with us. Then and now. We may be waiting for the second coming of the Lord, Christ, but God is already with us
through the power of Christ’s risen Spirit each and every day. We are not alone. We have not been abandoned. While we
wait, God is with us in the mean times of the meantime. And the Spirit that dwells in us promises life on the other side
of death, light in the midst of darkness, hope in the midst of despair. The God who raised Jesus from the dead has not
abandoned us in these mean times, but walks with us each day, whispering in our ear of faith, “Lo, I am with you always
to the end of the age.” Emmanuel, God with us, walks with us in these days of Advent as we await not only the celebration of his birth, but his coming again at the end of days. Praise God, and may our lives reflect the love and light Christ
revealed in his life this Christmas and into the New Year. This world can certainly use it. Merry Christmas!

7 Week Bible Discussion for Daily Living on Mark Begins Nov 6/8; Drop-Ins Welcome!
The Adult Bible Discussion for Daily Life continues on the Gospel of Mark. The Gospel of Mark is the predominant
Gospel read on Sundays in Year B of the three-year Revised Common Lectionary heard in worship on Sundays and the
new year begins on the First Sunday of Advent, Nov 26.
Even if you can only make one discussion your understanding of how Mark’s Gospel is applicable to daily life will be
enhanced. It will also provide you with a great overview of the Gospel readings you will hear over the next year. The
tentative schedule and topics are:
Nov 20/22: A Bleeding Woman (5:1-43)
Nov 27/29: Feeding 5000 (6:30-44)
Dec 4/6:
Boy’s Evil Spirit (9:14-29)
Dec 11/13:
Jesus Clears the Temple (11:12-19)
Dec 18/20:
Jesus and Pilate (15:1-15)
Attend either Mondays from 7:30-9:00 or Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00. Monday night sessions are held in the
Parlor on the 2nd Floor and Wednesday sessions are held in Room 112. No prior attendance is required to gain insight
and value from the discussion. Just drop on in. Bibles are available if you don’t have one. See you in November and December!
December 2017

Messenger Page 2

Parish Messenger

HELP WANTED

Page 11

Attention Seniors!

The Handyman Group is in
need of reliable, weekly volunteers on Thursday morning
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon.
We are a weekly men’s fixit
group dedicated to keeping
the church in good working
order. Please call the church
office if you would like to
volunteer, 856-429-5122 or just come by any Thursday morning
to help out. It will be greatly appreciated!

Mobile Giving

Senior Game Day

DECEMBER DATE IS:
Tuesday, December 19
at 12:45 PM

~ Bingo, Pinochle, Bridge ~
Come out and Have Fun!
Food and drinks
(soda) served
RSVP: Peg Hartmann 856-7837004

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior
204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 (856)429-5122 (voice) (856)429-7245(fax) www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org
Worship 8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 AM Nursery Provided at 9:15 & 10:30 AM
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nlfrazier2@yahoo.com
betsy406@comcast.net
gtmartin240@gmail.com
loakes01@hotmail.com
jberrigan@comcast.net
b45away@gmail.com

856-547-7410
651-285-0223
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856-429-8914
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856-795-5753
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609-238-6527
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MEMORIAL GIFTS BOARD
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John Laughlin
Bobbi Newsham
Luanne Fogelson
Rich Windle
Pastor Wayne Zschech

Ex-officio
Ex-officio
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The Rev. Wayne Zschech, D. Min
Sandy DeDonatis
Jaime Frazier
Darlene Haines
Austen Wilson
Pauline Worusski
Pauline Worusski
Shirley Clinkscales
Don Richards

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER LEADERS
Pastor
wzschech@yahoo.com
Parish Administrator
lcossandy@gmail.com
Director of Youth &
jaimfraz@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bookkeeper
lcosbookkeeper@gmail.com
Director of Music
austen.wilson@gmail.com
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pworusski@gmail.com
Cherub Choir Director pworusski@gmail.com
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856-429-7851
856-429-5122
856-429-5122
856-429-5122
719-684-4205
404-931-2317
404-931-2317
856-365-5392
856-577-1149

It’s Christmas time, so Oasis will be hosting their Annual Drop and Shop Childcare Event.
This will take place on December 3rd from 12:00pm to 3:00pm. It is open to children through
6th grade. We will be watching Christmas movies and creating Christmas crafts. If you have any
questions please contact Jaime Frazier at jaimfraz@gmail.com.
Oasis will be meeting December 10th and 17th from 630-8:00. It is open to all 9th to 12th
graders. Even if you have never been before, come out and see what it’s all about. If you have
any questions, just ask Jaime Frazier. I hope to see you there!

Deck the Halls/Drop ‘N Shop Combined Event Dec 3 at Noon
Two congregation events will occur on Sunday, Dec 3.
“Deck the Halls” for Christmas from Noon-2:00. The congregation will work with confirmation youth and parents to prepare our church for Christmas by putting up the two
trees in the sanctuary and one in the narthex with lights and Chrismon ornaments. This is a
great time for families to learn about the meaning behind the unique Chrismon ornaments
that adorn our sanctuary trees each year.
Lunch will be coordinated by Director of Youth and Family Ministry, Jaime Frazier,
and the three large artificial pine trees will be put up, strung with lights, and decorated with the handmade Chrismons immediately following the meal. Help get our church ready for the Christmas Pageant and Lessons and Carols events in the coming two weeks. Contact the church office if you plan to attend to insure enough pizzas are
ordered. Homemade Christmas cookies are always a great treat to share if you would like to bring some.
Christmas “Drop ‘N Shop” Childcare from Noon-3:00. Haven’t finished your Christmas shopping yet? Want
to spend three uninterrupted hours focusing on your To Do List? Or maybe you just want to enjoy a quiet lunch
and a movie. Consider leaving your children with the Oasis Senior High Youth Group for three hours after worship. Lunch will be provided and the children will engage in various crafts and games as well as see a variety of
classic Christmas children’s movies (Pastor Wayne has a big collection). Don’t be afraid to let your friends and
family know about it too!

2017 Offerings Must Be Postmarked
or In by Jan 2

In order to keep our bookkeeping accurate, the Congregation Resources Committee has set Tuesday, January 2, as
the last date offerings can be hand delivered to the office or
postmarked if sent by mail. Since December 31 is on a Sunday and January 1 is a postal holiday this should give members ample time to get in their final offering for 2017.
Thank you as always for your generous support of God’s
work in the world that is done through the ministry at Our
Savior.

Come Christmas
Caroling with LCOS Outreach
We will again be caroling at the Coles
Landing Senior Complex in Haddon Township off of Coles
Landing Road on Sunday, December 10th. This is a great
way to start your holiday season, spreading Holiday Cheer!
You can either go directly to the complex for 2 PM, or meet
at the church at 1:45 PM to follow or carpool. Dress festive
in red and green, and bring your Santa Hat and Bells if you
have them.
So come out and have some fun, sing some carols (in warm
environment), and enjoy the provided refreshments.
ALL ages welcome!!! ALWAYS a great time!!!
For questions, contact Bobbi Newsham (609-828-5244)

Boxed Envelopes
Available In Narthex for Pick-Up
from Dec 3 until
New Year’s Eve
Members of The Lutheran Church of
Our Savior are asked to pick up their 2018
offering envelopes in the Narthex by Christmas Eve. NOTE: Adult children attending college or those who are otherwise
still listed as living at home will not be
issued envelopes but are encouraged to
provide their offerings in the family
household envelope. Any adult child wishing to have their own envelopes need only
request them from the Church Office.
If you can drop off envelopes for a friend or
nearby neighbor in the congregation please
do. Envelopes that are not picked up after
December 31 will be mailed out in the first
weeks of the 2018. Please help reduce postage costs by picking up your offering envelopes in the Narthex.

December 2017
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Pantry Volunteers Through
Count Your Blessings &
January
Help Lutheran Disaster ReThank you to our November Volunteers: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
sponse - Sisters~In~Spirit

This year’s holiday season finds us
thankful for our rich blessings, but
mindful of the overwhelming needs
of those who have lost everything in 2017’s many natural disasters. Please join Sisters-in-Spirit in supporting Lutheran Disaster Response, which brings immediate relief and long-term help to the victims of hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, flooding and other disasters
in the US and around the world.
On December 3 and 10 Sisters-in-Spirit will be accepting donations for Lutheran Disaster Response. In appreciation for your generosity, our gift to you is a
handmade Christmas ornament and a gift card. This
year’s ornament features the Luther Rose, symbol of
the Reformation and reminder of its 500th anniversary
this year—a great gift for that hard-to-buy-for loved
one and a meaningful keepsake for your family.
What a special way to remember our Lutheran heritage
and to help those still suffering. So stop by our table
in the narthex after each worship service on Dec. 3
and 10 to receive your ornament and support Lutheran
Disaster Response. Thank you!

Library
The Library has numerous Advent
and Christmas books for you to
enjoy !!
Which one do you want to pick ??
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Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy, The
Gross Family, Lynn Block, Millie King, Jill & Jake
Heilman
New Pantry Volunteers: The Bridges-Hoffman
Family - Jean, Sandy & Bobby. Thank you for volunteering and supporting our Pantry Families.
Week of Dec 3: The Warren Family
Week of Dec 10: The DeMichele Family,
The Bridges-Hoffman Family
Week of Dec 17: The Deery Family, The Bridges
-Hoffman Family
Week of Dec 24: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
Week of Dec. 31: The Bridges-Hoffman Family
Week of Jan. 7: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
Week of Jan 14: Jill & Jake Heilman
Week of Jan. 21: The Visconti Family
Week of Jan. 28: __________________________

PANTRY NEEDS : NOVEMBER

All donations welcome.
Special Needs:
Tuna/Hamburger Helper, canned
meat, canned fruit, peanut butter, toilet paper.
Please contact Lynn Block, Pantry Coordinator if
you have any questions, recommendations, or you
can fill in the blank spaces: blockstar59@ hotmail.com or 609-238-7419.

~ The Library Ladies

Poinsettia Memorials
Each year the altar is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Eve services. If you would like
to donate a poinsettia in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, please fill out
the form below and enclose a check for $25, made payable to "LCOS Altar Guild." The poinsettias are delivered to our homebound members and nursing home residents on Tuesday, December
26. The deadline is Sunday, December 10, 2017.
In memory of_________________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of donor to Memorialized One(s)________________________________________________

December 2017
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Return to church office no later than December 10

December 2017 Social Ministry News
By Betsy Kuehn
MY FATHER’S HOUSE (Ruth Friant): Please contact Ruth Friant at 856429-8018 or friantr@yahoo.com if you are interested in preparing a meal for
My Father’s House in 2018. All dates have now been filled thru the end of
2017. Drivers are always needed to deliver these meals.
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 2017: Thank you to all who donated holiday
food bags or made monetary donations. We shared our goodies with local persons, New Visions in Camden, and Pantry families. In November, we supported New Visions with a monetary donation at Thanksgiving. This agency is the successor to Tillie and John Myers’
Good Samaritan Center.
CARING HEARTS MINISTRIES: We assist this non-profit agency’s families--each family has at least one
member affected by AIDS or the HIV virus. The congregation donated deodorant and socks for the Spring GiveA-Way in April 2017. We helped Caring Hearts prepare and provide food for Thanksgiving dinners for families
throughout South Jersey. Thank you for your donations of chicken broth for the Thanksgiving Meal Delivery Project. We also support Caring Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special Christmas donation in December.
ADVENT GIVING TREE 2017: The Advent Giving Tree will be in the Narthex November 12th, November
19th, November 26th, and December 3rd. The deadline to return gifts is December 10th as Social Ministry Committee members will be organizing gifts in Parish Hall. Contact Donna Stillwell at 856-396-4021 or stilltodo@hotmail.com if any questions.
MEETING DATES: We meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month (except July, August, and January) at 7pm in
Room 112. Please contact me at 856-429-3355 or e-mail me at betsy406@comcast.net if interested in joining our
committee. Fall meeting dates: 12/5/17.

Your Offerings at Work - Social Ministry Committee
Future budgeted contributions include $1000.00 to New Visions in November, and a special Christmas donation
of $450.00 to Caring Hearts in December. Thank you for your offerings which make these contributions possible.

Memorial Gift Board Social Ministry Support is Multifaceted
Did you know our Memorial Gift Board supports a variety of social ministry organizations in our community and county every year? Here is a snapshot of what they provided in financial support to organizations in 2017.
Bridge of Peace Lutheran Church Mission Partnership ($5,000): In 2017 we became Mission Partners
with this vibrant congregation in the Fairview section of Camden that contributes greatly to the welfare of the community in which they are located.
Feed My Starving Children ($500): Our Savior has been a strong supporter of this national feeding ministry and MGB support contributed greatly toward the $60,000 goal needed in 2017.
Habitat for Humanity ($2,500): Given in celebration of our 90th Anniversary we
became a Blueprint Sponsor of a house in Camden and there was another $2,500
budgeted in matching funds for a fundraiser toward the Brush With Kindness program HFH is
hoping to launch once sufficient funds are raised.
Interfaith Caregivers ($2,500): This local ministry provides transportation, respite care, and companionship services to seniors living or attending church in either Haddonfield or Haddon Heights of which many of the IFC Board members are from our congregation, as well as, a growing number of volunteer drivers.
This financial support of local social ministries would not be possible without the generosity of
our members who remember The Lutheran Church of Our Savior in their wills through bequests or donations to the Lou Dunkle Endowment Fund. Those gifts continue a legacy of
ministry well into the future beyond what we are able to do through Our Savior’s General Fund ministry.
December 2017
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Be An Angel,
Take a Tag.
On November 11th the
Advent Giving Tree was
set up in the Narthex outside the sanctuary. If you
would like to participate in
helping to bring some
Christmas joy to people in need in our area,
please take a tag
from the table, sign your name and phone
number on the sheet, purchase an item on
the tag ($25.00 limit per tag), and return the
wrapped gift with the tag attached by
12/10/17 prior to 11:30am.
Monetary donations are also appreciated. The ministry will purchase gifts for the
tags not taken. Please be sure to indicate
“Advent Giving Tree donation”.
If you know anyone who would like to participate in helping people enjoy Christmas but
can’t make it to church on Sundays, encourage them to contribute through the Church’s
website (oursaviorhaddonfield.org) or by visiting the Church office during the week (Mon
thru Fri).
The organizations that will benefit from your
generosity include My Fathers House, Urban
Promise, Collingswood and Haddonfield
schools, Caring Hearts and our pantry families.
The tags and envelopes for contributions will
be available for 4 Sundays – 11/12, 11/19,
11/26 and 12/3. Tags will also be available
in the office during the week days. All gifts
must be returned by 12/10/17 prior to
11:30am.
If you have any questions or would like more
information, please call Donna Stillwell at
609-471-2967
Poinsettia Delivery People
Needed Dec 26 at 9:30
Help is needed on Tuesday,
Dec 26, to deliver the poinsettias that decorated the
church on Christmas Eve
and Day to our homebound
members. This is a wonderful family ministry
opportunity and is a great way to meet members who are unable to attend worship any
more or regularly. Contact the Church Office
(lcossandy@gmail.com) if you are able to assist in delivering poinsettias.
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December Worship Leaders & Volunteers
Altar Guild: Carol Larro, Nancy Gulick
Communion Assistants: 8- Kate Zschech
10:30- Dave Wyche
Communion Bread Baker: Karin LaBarge
Counters: Sandy DeDonatis
Ushers: 8- Kristine & Linda Monsen
10:30- John & Kayann Laughlin
December 3
Coffee Hour: Outreach, & Fellowship Committees , Greeters
Readers: 8- Dan Picker 10:30- Julie Frederick
Greeters: 8- Sandy DeDonatis 10:30- Peaches & Carol Larro
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Logan Gebhart, Jack Turner
10:30- Caitlin Hargrave, Sidney & Nathan Speas,
Seba Miller, Luke Riley
Pantry: The Warren Family
December 10
Coffee Hour: Social Ministry
Readers: 8- Janice Bellenghi 10:30- Tom Foskett
Greeters: 8- Janice Bellenghi
10:30- Gary Visconti, Paul Knauer
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Andrew & Alex Pietrangelo
10:30- Olivia & Ethan Roncace, Nick Brandinelli,
Rex Cottone, Wyatt Needham, Hannah Stauss
Pantry: The DeMichele & Bridges-Hoffman Families
December 17
Coffee Hour: Sisters~In~Spirit
Readers: 8- Juhan Runne 10:30- Rich Windle
Greeters: 8- Jane & Jim Evans
10:30- Glenn Martin, Bobbi Newsham
Acolytes: 8:00- Rob LaBarge, JoAnna & Jessica Howley
10:30- Zach Clark, Carlos & Elena Bovell,
Emily Demers, Dan Cook
Pantry: The Deery & Bridges-Hoffman Families
December 24
Coffee Hour: No Coffee Hour
Ushers: 10:30- Stacey & Harvey Shaw
Readers: 10:30- Colleen Gross
Greeters: 10:30- Kate & Wayne Roberts
Acolytes: 10:30- Rob LaBarge
Pantry: Marianne Aponte, Steve & Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
December 24 - Christmas Eve
Ushers: 5:00- Dale Kredatus, Kate Zschech, Peg Hartmann
8:00- Jim & Jane Evans Candles- Linda & Kristine Monsen
10:00- Millie King, Paul Knauer
Candles- Dave Wyche, Maryanne Corsini
December 31
Coffee Hour: Confirmation & Oasis
Readers: 8- Pauline Worusski 10:30- Sarah Eckert
Greeters: 8- Peg Hartmann 10:30- Amal Spence
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Abby Leverick,
Amanda & Libby DeMichele
10:30- Andrew Shah, Max & Charlie Webb,
Rachael Simpkins, Kate Morris, Sarah Smith
Pantry: The Bridges-Hoffman Family

“December a Great Month to INVITE Friends, Family, and
Strangers to Church”

LUCY Scholarship Recipient Update
Kayla Miret is the 2nd LUCY recipient of a $1,000 Scholarship from the Patterson-Plotzke
Scholarship Fund which is administered by Memorial Gifts.
Kayla lives in Camden with family and is a freshman at Rowan University. She attends some
classes at the Camden site and some at the Main Campus in Glassboro, NJ.
Kayla played volleyball in high school and this summer volunteered to help out with the
team. Some day she hopes to travel to impoverished countries to volunteer. She initially was
going to go into nursing but now is looking into different majors to see what best fits her
future. She definitely knows she wants to help people!
We are very fortunate to be able to help Kayla and she is extremely appreciative and feels blessed.
Christina Diaz, who was our first year recipient, had an amazing 1st year at St. Joe’s. She finished with a 3.92!!!
The connection with the Joseph Fund and the LUCY Program has been very rewarding and heartwarming. The Memorial
Gift Board will continue to provide scholarships to the LUCY Program Graduates and are thankful for the PattersonPlotzke Scholarship that allows for us to continue this much needed help for Camden’s youth.
Bobbi Newsham-Memorial Gift Board.

Share with Us. An Offering Giving Guide of Ways to Support General Fund
Ministry
The Congregational Resources Committee has published a brochure listing a variety of ways
you can contribute to the General Fund. In addition to cash contributions, the pamphlet describes donating appreciated assets, your IRA required minimum distribution, real estate, personal property, life insurance, Thrivent Choice Dollars, and AmazonSmile. A copy of the brochure was sent to each LCOS household along with a pledge card. Additional copies are on the

Commitment Sunday
Thank you to everyone who submitted a pledge or estimate of giving card on Commitment Sunday. We received 62 pledges
for $161,068 toward the General Fund for 2018. The pledges we receive help us to plan the budget for the coming year.
Last year, by mid-December we had received 95 pledges for $242,844 for the 2017 General Fund. It is not too late to return your pledge. You may mail it to the church or put it in the offering plate at worship. Let’s try to exceed last year’s
numbers. Thank you for your generous giving in 2017, and may your giving in 2018 grow our ministries to greater service.

PLEDGE CARD

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Pledge of Giving to the 2018 General Fund Campaign
Psalm 145:4 One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
$________________ per __________ (week, month or year) 2018 Total Estimate of Giving $______________
Name[s] _______________________________________________________ Envelope Number ____________
___I do not wish to make a pledge at this time.
Note: A pledge is a statement of intended giving. It is not a legally binding contract and can be increased or decreased if circumstances change.
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December is a time of invitations. We get invited to one party and then another. We get
invited to lunch or dinner at one or another friend’s home. We get invited to concerts,
plays, and ballet performances of the Nutcracker. We do our fair share of inviting others
to the same in our weeks leading up to Christmas Day. The big question is, how often do we think about inviting people to
join in our celebrating the birth of Christ at our Christmas Eve worship? Or how often do we think about inviting people to
worship during Advent as we prepare for that celebration?
Jesus once told his disciples he would make them fish for people. But if we don’t invite people to join us for worship or
other ministry events or projects and expect people will simply show up that would be like going fishing and hoping the fish
jump in the boat! December is an excellent month to invite people who don’t have a church home to worship and various
other events focused on Christmas. Here are some examples and opening lines you might try to invite them to join you.
Dec 3-10: Advent Giving Tree Shopping: Say: “While we’re out shopping can you help me buy a gift for my Advent Giving Tree family? Our church purchases nearly 300 gifts for families in need living in Camden County every Christmas and we
picked up several tags from the Advent Giving Tree at our church last Sunday. Want to help me?” (If they ask more about it,
invite them to join you for worship on Sunday and pick up a tag or two for themselves to help out.)
Dec 3: Drop N Shop Childcare: Say: “I’ve still got some shopping to do for my children and my church’s youth group is
sponsoring a Drop ‘n Shop childcare event from Noon to 3:00 on Sunday Dec 3. They’ll have crafts, games, and children’s
Christmas shows for the kids to be involved in so they’ll have some fun while we get some holiday tasks done. Want to drop
off the kids and join me? We could even go to worship together beforehand if you like. Then we can grab some lunch and
catch up along the way.”
Dec 10: Children’s Christmas Pageant: Say: “Our Sunday school children are providing a unique retelling of the Nativity
story and experiencing the wonder of Jesus’ birth amidst all the hustle and bustle of life. There’s even a dinner planned for
after the pageant so there’s one less meal to worry about! With our children being such good friends I think they might enjoy
seeing them in the audience. Why don’t you come as our guests that day and join us? We’d love to have you and hope you
can stay for the dinner.”
Dec 17: Lessons & Carols Worship: Say: “Our church is holding a really great musical worship the Sunday before Christmas. It’s a Lessons and Carols worship at the 10:30 service featuring all the choirs and guest instrumentalists. It’s really a
great way to get into the mood for Christmas and easy to follow along as well. Want to join us?”
Christmas Eve: Say: “What are you doing Christmas Eve this year? Our church has a beautiful candlelight worship each
year and we find it sets the tone for our celebration of Christmas the next day. We go to the (insert your worship preference
here) because (insert your reason). We’d love to have you be our guest. Want to come? Here’s a card (available at the Usher’s
Tables) in case you want a reminder or are interested in a different time. They’re all great.”
REMEMBER: New members start out as first time guests. First time guests start out as friends, neighbors, co-workers,
and family members who were first INVITED by someone they know and trust to join them for worship or a ministry
event. Don’t forget to invite someone who doesn’t have a church home to join you this Advent as we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas.

Thrivent Baptismal Medallions Given on Jan 7
On Sunday, January 7, the Church celebrates the Baptism of our Lord. It is also the day The Lutheran
Church Our Savior celebrates the baptisms of all the children who have been baptized in the previous year.
At the 10:30 worship, parents and sponsors will renew the promises they made at the child’s baptism. The
children will receive a blessing by Pastor Wayne as well as a gift of a pewter baptismal medallion. Parents
who will be participating in the service are asked to confirm their attendance by contacting the church office either by
phone (429-5122) or email the Parish Administrator, Sandy DeDonatis at (lcossandy@gmail.com).

Baptism Seminar for Adults & Parents at 9:30 on Saturday, Jan 13
A baptism seminar will be held in the Parlor on Saturday, January 13, from 9:30-11:00 for anyone who desires to
be baptized and/or have his or her infant or child baptized. The class will be held in the 2 nd floor Parlor. Parents are welcome to bring their child or children and if nursery care is needed the church office must be contacted in advance to coordinate a provider for the time.
If you are planning to have your child baptized before Lent begins (Feb 14) this class will provide you an opportunity to better understand the sacrament and your role as a parent in bringing your child to the baptismal font. It will also
provide parents an opportunity to meet and get to know other parents whose children will be growing up with yours in the
church as well as deepen their own faith relationship with God.
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2017/2018 Coffee Hour Schedule
Dec. 3 – Outreach & Fellowship Committees, Greeters
Dec. 10 – Social Ministry
Dec. 17 – Sisters~In~Spirit
Dec. 24 – NO COFFEE HOUR - Christmas Day Eve
Dec. 31 – Confirmation & Oasis
Jan. 7 – Christian Ed Committee & Sunday School
Jan. 14 – Cherub, Children & Youth Choirs
Jan. 21 – Congregation Resources & Counters
Jan. 28 – NO COFFEE HOUR, Unity Sunday
Feb. 4 – Memorial Gift Board
Feb. 11 Worship & Music & Communications Committees
Feb. 18 – Ushers & Lay Readers
Feb. 25 – Personnel & Property Committees
Mar. 4 – Mission Quilts
Mar. 11 – Outreach & Fellowship Committees, Greeters
Mar. 18 - First Holy Communion – Cake
Mar. 25 – Social Ministry
Apr. 1 – NO COFFEE HOUR - Easter
Apr. 8 – Sisters~In~Spirit
Apr. 15 – Confirmation & Oasis
Apr. 22 - Christian Ed Committee & Sunday School
April 29 - Cherub, Children & Youth Choirs
May 6 - Congregation Resources & Counters
May 13 - NO COFFEE HOUR (MOTHER’S DAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST) - Confirmation
May 20 - Memorial Gift Board
May 27 - Worship & Music & Communications Committees
June 3 - CONFIRMATION RECEPTION
June 10 - Ushers & Lay Readers
June 17 – Donuts for Dad (Last Official Coffee Hour)

Communion Bread Bakers
Thank you for making bread for Communion at the rail!
Karin Labarge - December
Carolyn Malecka- January
Karen Knauer- February

Mailing Team
Thank you to our Mailing Team
who have been working overtime
this past month:
Marianne
Aponte, Janice Bellenghi, Jane
Evans, Deb Hartigan, Millie King, Carol Maniaci, Linda
Monsen, Laura Oakes, and Kate Roberts.

Office Closed Dec 25,
and Jan 1
The church office will officially be closed for the holidays of
Christmas and New Year’s
Day.

Messenger Helpers:

Thanks to:
Jane Evans, Dottie Powell, Lynn Boyle,
Janice Bellenghi, Laura Oakes, Janie
Braccio, Millie King, Kate Roberts, Marianne Aponte, Caryl Wallace, Deb Hartigan and Linda Monsen for helping to
assemble the Messenger.
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Watch the Sunday bulletin and the LCOS website for more information on these upcoming events:

Christmas Dessert Contest!!!
Be the first to win the annual Christmas Pastry Chef Championship! Unlike
“Chopped”, you select the ingredients and there is no time constraint. The successful entry must be a dessert with a Christmas theme. The celebrity judges will
evaluate each entry on four criteria: creativity, presentation, taste and whimsy. The
will be a prize for each of the following:

Creative/appropriate name
Decoration
•
Chocolate
•
Non Chocolate
•
Taste
Bring your entry to Parish Hall on December 2nd by 7 PM and join the fun!
•
•

Join a Table of Eight Fellowship Group for Dinner
Table Fellowship was a common practice for Jesus, and the early Christian Church. Table
Fellowship offered significant benefits beyond a meal and beverage. It served as a casual
opportunity to interact with existing friends as well as new friends and associates on daily
events, family, religious, social and economic issues. Today, Table Fellowship is characterized by good conversation, laughter and a warm fuzzy feeling about those at the table.
Following the ancient tradition of Table Fellowship, the Fellowship Together Committee
is sponsoring “tables of eight”. “Tables of eight” consist of eight people who meet once a
month for Table Fellowship dinner. Each month there is a different host who provides the venue and entrée. The
Parrish Hall is available for use by a host. Everyone else brings side dishes and suitable beverages. The monthly host
coordinates to ensure balance. Should you be unable to host or attend a dinner on a designated date, there will be
substitutes available.
The first table of eight fellowship event starts in January and will finish in April. We are hoping to get at least 35 volunteers to support four tables of eight with three substitutes. Please contact Kate Zschech at kzschech@verizon.net
or Jack Berrigan at jberrigan@comcast.net before December 23rd to participate.

SAMARITAN GRIEF SUPPORT TO CONTINUE AT LCOS IN 2018
Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice Center for Grief Support will continue to offer professional facilitating for
sessions in 2018 to help those who are grieving.
Early Endings group for younger adults grieving the loss of a spouse or partner will be offered on eight consecutive Thursdays from Jan. 18 to March 8 from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Parlor, unless otherwise indicated.
Daughters Without Mothers group for adult women grieving the loss of their mother will be eight consecutive
Tuesdays from May 22 to July 10 from
6-7:30 p.m. in the Parlor, unless otherwise indicated.
The sessions are open to all. There is a $40 fee to cover all eight sessions. LCOS members are encouraged to
attend and share their experiences that may help others. Pre-registration is required through Samaritan’s toll free at
800-596-8550.
Samaritan was named a 2015 Deyta Hospice Honors Elite recipient, the only hospice in New Jersey and one
of only 39 nationwide, to receive that recognition. Deyta is a national data collection company.
Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice offers a wide range of services to support patients and families dealing with
end-of-life issues. Many of those services are not eligible for insurance reimbursement.
Through generous donations, Samaritan has been able to sustain a 35-year promise
not to turn away anyone due to inability to pay.
You can donate online at samaritannj.org/donate or by sending a check to Samaritan Healthcare & Hospice, 5 Eves Dr., Suite 300, Marlton, NJ 08053.
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“December a Great Month to INVITE Friends, Family, and
Strangers to Church”

LUCY Scholarship Recipient Update
Kayla Miret is the 2nd LUCY recipient of a $1,000 Scholarship from the Patterson-Plotzke
Scholarship Fund which is administered by Memorial Gifts.
Kayla lives in Camden with family and is a freshman at Rowan University. She attends some
classes at the Camden site and some at the Main Campus in Glassboro, NJ.
Kayla played volleyball in high school and this summer volunteered to help out with the
team. Some day she hopes to travel to impoverished countries to volunteer. She initially was
going to go into nursing but now is looking into different majors to see what best fits her
future. She definitely knows she wants to help people!
We are very fortunate to be able to help Kayla and she is extremely appreciative and feels blessed.
Christina Diaz, who was our first year recipient, had an amazing 1st year at St. Joe’s. She finished with a 3.92!!!
The connection with the Joseph Fund and the LUCY Program has been very rewarding and heartwarming. The Memorial
Gift Board will continue to provide scholarships to the LUCY Program Graduates and are thankful for the PattersonPlotzke Scholarship that allows for us to continue this much needed help for Camden’s youth.
Bobbi Newsham-Memorial Gift Board.

Share with Us. An Offering Giving Guide of Ways to Support General Fund
Ministry
The Congregational Resources Committee has published a brochure listing a variety of ways
you can contribute to the General Fund. In addition to cash contributions, the pamphlet describes donating appreciated assets, your IRA required minimum distribution, real estate, personal property, life insurance, Thrivent Choice Dollars, and AmazonSmile. A copy of the brochure was sent to each LCOS household along with a pledge card. Additional copies are on the

Commitment Sunday
Thank you to everyone who submitted a pledge or estimate of giving card on Commitment Sunday. We received 62 pledges
for $161,068 toward the General Fund for 2018. The pledges we receive help us to plan the budget for the coming year.
Last year, by mid-December we had received 95 pledges for $242,844 for the 2017 General Fund. It is not too late to return your pledge. You may mail it to the church or put it in the offering plate at worship. Let’s try to exceed last year’s
numbers. Thank you for your generous giving in 2017, and may your giving in 2018 grow our ministries to greater service.

PLEDGE CARD

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Pledge of Giving to the 2018 General Fund Campaign
Psalm 145:4 One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
$________________ per __________ (week, month or year) 2018 Total Estimate of Giving $______________
Name[s] _______________________________________________________ Envelope Number ____________
___I do not wish to make a pledge at this time.
Note: A pledge is a statement of intended giving. It is not a legally binding contract and can be increased or decreased if circumstances change.
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December is a time of invitations. We get invited to one party and then another. We get
invited to lunch or dinner at one or another friend’s home. We get invited to concerts,
plays, and ballet performances of the Nutcracker. We do our fair share of inviting others
to the same in our weeks leading up to Christmas Day. The big question is, how often do we think about inviting people to
join in our celebrating the birth of Christ at our Christmas Eve worship? Or how often do we think about inviting people to
worship during Advent as we prepare for that celebration?
Jesus once told his disciples he would make them fish for people. But if we don’t invite people to join us for worship or
other ministry events or projects and expect people will simply show up that would be like going fishing and hoping the fish
jump in the boat! December is an excellent month to invite people who don’t have a church home to worship and various
other events focused on Christmas. Here are some examples and opening lines you might try to invite them to join you.
Dec 3-10: Advent Giving Tree Shopping: Say: “While we’re out shopping can you help me buy a gift for my Advent Giving Tree family? Our church purchases nearly 300 gifts for families in need living in Camden County every Christmas and we
picked up several tags from the Advent Giving Tree at our church last Sunday. Want to help me?” (If they ask more about it,
invite them to join you for worship on Sunday and pick up a tag or two for themselves to help out.)
Dec 3: Drop N Shop Childcare: Say: “I’ve still got some shopping to do for my children and my church’s youth group is
sponsoring a Drop ‘n Shop childcare event from Noon to 3:00 on Sunday Dec 3. They’ll have crafts, games, and children’s
Christmas shows for the kids to be involved in so they’ll have some fun while we get some holiday tasks done. Want to drop
off the kids and join me? We could even go to worship together beforehand if you like. Then we can grab some lunch and
catch up along the way.”
Dec 10: Children’s Christmas Pageant: Say: “Our Sunday school children are providing a unique retelling of the Nativity
story and experiencing the wonder of Jesus’ birth amidst all the hustle and bustle of life. There’s even a dinner planned for
after the pageant so there’s one less meal to worry about! With our children being such good friends I think they might enjoy
seeing them in the audience. Why don’t you come as our guests that day and join us? We’d love to have you and hope you
can stay for the dinner.”
Dec 17: Lessons & Carols Worship: Say: “Our church is holding a really great musical worship the Sunday before Christmas. It’s a Lessons and Carols worship at the 10:30 service featuring all the choirs and guest instrumentalists. It’s really a
great way to get into the mood for Christmas and easy to follow along as well. Want to join us?”
Christmas Eve: Say: “What are you doing Christmas Eve this year? Our church has a beautiful candlelight worship each
year and we find it sets the tone for our celebration of Christmas the next day. We go to the (insert your worship preference
here) because (insert your reason). We’d love to have you be our guest. Want to come? Here’s a card (available at the Usher’s
Tables) in case you want a reminder or are interested in a different time. They’re all great.”
REMEMBER: New members start out as first time guests. First time guests start out as friends, neighbors, co-workers,
and family members who were first INVITED by someone they know and trust to join them for worship or a ministry
event. Don’t forget to invite someone who doesn’t have a church home to join you this Advent as we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas.

Thrivent Baptismal Medallions Given on Jan 7
On Sunday, January 7, the Church celebrates the Baptism of our Lord. It is also the day The Lutheran
Church Our Savior celebrates the baptisms of all the children who have been baptized in the previous year.
At the 10:30 worship, parents and sponsors will renew the promises they made at the child’s baptism. The
children will receive a blessing by Pastor Wayne as well as a gift of a pewter baptismal medallion. Parents
who will be participating in the service are asked to confirm their attendance by contacting the church office either by
phone (429-5122) or email the Parish Administrator, Sandy DeDonatis at (lcossandy@gmail.com).

Baptism Seminar for Adults & Parents at 9:30 on Saturday, Jan 13
A baptism seminar will be held in the Parlor on Saturday, January 13, from 9:30-11:00 for anyone who desires to
be baptized and/or have his or her infant or child baptized. The class will be held in the 2 nd floor Parlor. Parents are welcome to bring their child or children and if nursery care is needed the church office must be contacted in advance to coordinate a provider for the time.
If you are planning to have your child baptized before Lent begins (Feb 14) this class will provide you an opportunity to better understand the sacrament and your role as a parent in bringing your child to the baptismal font. It will also
provide parents an opportunity to meet and get to know other parents whose children will be growing up with yours in the
church as well as deepen their own faith relationship with God.
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December 2017 Social Ministry News
By Betsy Kuehn
MY FATHER’S HOUSE (Ruth Friant): Please contact Ruth Friant at 856429-8018 or friantr@yahoo.com if you are interested in preparing a meal for
My Father’s House in 2018. All dates have now been filled thru the end of
2017. Drivers are always needed to deliver these meals.
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 2017: Thank you to all who donated holiday
food bags or made monetary donations. We shared our goodies with local persons, New Visions in Camden, and Pantry families. In November, we supported New Visions with a monetary donation at Thanksgiving. This agency is the successor to Tillie and John Myers’
Good Samaritan Center.
CARING HEARTS MINISTRIES: We assist this non-profit agency’s families--each family has at least one
member affected by AIDS or the HIV virus. The congregation donated deodorant and socks for the Spring GiveA-Way in April 2017. We helped Caring Hearts prepare and provide food for Thanksgiving dinners for families
throughout South Jersey. Thank you for your donations of chicken broth for the Thanksgiving Meal Delivery Project. We also support Caring Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special Christmas donation in December.
ADVENT GIVING TREE 2017: The Advent Giving Tree will be in the Narthex November 12th, November
19th, November 26th, and December 3rd. The deadline to return gifts is December 10th as Social Ministry Committee members will be organizing gifts in Parish Hall. Contact Donna Stillwell at 856-396-4021 or stilltodo@hotmail.com if any questions.
MEETING DATES: We meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month (except July, August, and January) at 7pm in
Room 112. Please contact me at 856-429-3355 or e-mail me at betsy406@comcast.net if interested in joining our
committee. Fall meeting dates: 12/5/17.

Your Offerings at Work - Social Ministry Committee
Future budgeted contributions include $1000.00 to New Visions in November, and a special Christmas donation
of $450.00 to Caring Hearts in December. Thank you for your offerings which make these contributions possible.

Memorial Gift Board Social Ministry Support is Multifaceted
Did you know our Memorial Gift Board supports a variety of social ministry organizations in our community and county every year? Here is a snapshot of what they provided in financial support to organizations in 2017.
Bridge of Peace Lutheran Church Mission Partnership ($5,000): In 2017 we became Mission Partners
with this vibrant congregation in the Fairview section of Camden that contributes greatly to the welfare of the community in which they are located.
Feed My Starving Children ($500): Our Savior has been a strong supporter of this national feeding ministry and MGB support contributed greatly toward the $60,000 goal needed in 2017.
Habitat for Humanity ($2,500): Given in celebration of our 90th Anniversary we
became a Blueprint Sponsor of a house in Camden and there was another $2,500
budgeted in matching funds for a fundraiser toward the Brush With Kindness program HFH is
hoping to launch once sufficient funds are raised.
Interfaith Caregivers ($2,500): This local ministry provides transportation, respite care, and companionship services to seniors living or attending church in either Haddonfield or Haddon Heights of which many of the IFC Board members are from our congregation, as well as, a growing number of volunteer drivers.
This financial support of local social ministries would not be possible without the generosity of
our members who remember The Lutheran Church of Our Savior in their wills through bequests or donations to the Lou Dunkle Endowment Fund. Those gifts continue a legacy of
ministry well into the future beyond what we are able to do through Our Savior’s General Fund ministry.
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December 2017
Be An Angel,
Take a Tag.
On November 11th the
Advent Giving Tree was
set up in the Narthex outside the sanctuary. If you
would like to participate in
helping to bring some
Christmas joy to people in need in our area,
please take a tag
from the table, sign your name and phone
number on the sheet, purchase an item on
the tag ($25.00 limit per tag), and return the
wrapped gift with the tag attached by
12/10/17 prior to 11:30am.
Monetary donations are also appreciated. The ministry will purchase gifts for the
tags not taken. Please be sure to indicate
“Advent Giving Tree donation”.
If you know anyone who would like to participate in helping people enjoy Christmas but
can’t make it to church on Sundays, encourage them to contribute through the Church’s
website (oursaviorhaddonfield.org) or by visiting the Church office during the week (Mon
thru Fri).
The organizations that will benefit from your
generosity include My Fathers House, Urban
Promise, Collingswood and Haddonfield
schools, Caring Hearts and our pantry families.
The tags and envelopes for contributions will
be available for 4 Sundays – 11/12, 11/19,
11/26 and 12/3. Tags will also be available
in the office during the week days. All gifts
must be returned by 12/10/17 prior to
11:30am.
If you have any questions or would like more
information, please call Donna Stillwell at
609-471-2967
Poinsettia Delivery People
Needed Dec 26 at 9:30
Help is needed on Tuesday,
Dec 26, to deliver the poinsettias that decorated the
church on Christmas Eve
and Day to our homebound
members. This is a wonderful family ministry
opportunity and is a great way to meet members who are unable to attend worship any
more or regularly. Contact the Church Office
(lcossandy@gmail.com) if you are able to assist in delivering poinsettias.
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December Worship Leaders & Volunteers
Altar Guild: Carol Larro, Nancy Gulick
Communion Assistants: 8- Kate Zschech
10:30- Dave Wyche
Communion Bread Baker: Karin LaBarge
Counters: Sandy DeDonatis
Ushers: 8- Kristine & Linda Monsen
10:30- John & Kayann Laughlin
December 3
Coffee Hour: Outreach, & Fellowship Committees , Greeters
Readers: 8- Dan Picker 10:30- Julie Frederick
Greeters: 8- Sandy DeDonatis 10:30- Peaches & Carol Larro
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Logan Gebhart, Jack Turner
10:30- Caitlin Hargrave, Sidney & Nathan Speas,
Seba Miller, Luke Riley
Pantry: The Warren Family
December 10
Coffee Hour: Social Ministry
Readers: 8- Janice Bellenghi 10:30- Tom Foskett
Greeters: 8- Janice Bellenghi
10:30- Gary Visconti, Paul Knauer
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Andrew & Alex Pietrangelo
10:30- Olivia & Ethan Roncace, Nick Brandinelli,
Rex Cottone, Wyatt Needham, Hannah Stauss
Pantry: The DeMichele & Bridges-Hoffman Families
December 17
Coffee Hour: Sisters~In~Spirit
Readers: 8- Juhan Runne 10:30- Rich Windle
Greeters: 8- Jane & Jim Evans
10:30- Glenn Martin, Bobbi Newsham
Acolytes: 8:00- Rob LaBarge, JoAnna & Jessica Howley
10:30- Zach Clark, Carlos & Elena Bovell,
Emily Demers, Dan Cook
Pantry: The Deery & Bridges-Hoffman Families
December 24
Coffee Hour: No Coffee Hour
Ushers: 10:30- Stacey & Harvey Shaw
Readers: 10:30- Colleen Gross
Greeters: 10:30- Kate & Wayne Roberts
Acolytes: 10:30- Rob LaBarge
Pantry: Marianne Aponte, Steve & Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
December 24 - Christmas Eve
Ushers: 5:00- Dale Kredatus, Kate Zschech, Peg Hartmann
8:00- Jim & Jane Evans Candles- Linda & Kristine Monsen
10:00- Millie King, Paul Knauer
Candles- Dave Wyche, Maryanne Corsini
December 31
Coffee Hour: Confirmation & Oasis
Readers: 8- Pauline Worusski 10:30- Sarah Eckert
Greeters: 8- Peg Hartmann 10:30- Amal Spence
Acolytes: 8- Rob LaBarge, Abby Leverick,
Amanda & Libby DeMichele
10:30- Andrew Shah, Max & Charlie Webb,
Rachael Simpkins, Kate Morris, Sarah Smith
Pantry: The Bridges-Hoffman Family

It’s Christmas time, so Oasis will be hosting their Annual Drop and Shop Childcare Event.
This will take place on December 3rd from 12:00pm to 3:00pm. It is open to children through
6th grade. We will be watching Christmas movies and creating Christmas crafts. If you have any
questions please contact Jaime Frazier at jaimfraz@gmail.com.
Oasis will be meeting December 10th and 17th from 630-8:00. It is open to all 9th to 12th
graders. Even if you have never been before, come out and see what it’s all about. If you have
any questions, just ask Jaime Frazier. I hope to see you there!

Deck the Halls/Drop ‘N Shop Combined Event Dec 3 at Noon
Two congregation events will occur on Sunday, Dec 3.
“Deck the Halls” for Christmas from Noon-2:00. The congregation will work with confirmation youth and parents to prepare our church for Christmas by putting up the two
trees in the sanctuary and one in the narthex with lights and Chrismon ornaments. This is a
great time for families to learn about the meaning behind the unique Chrismon ornaments
that adorn our sanctuary trees each year.
Lunch will be coordinated by Director of Youth and Family Ministry, Jaime Frazier,
and the three large artificial pine trees will be put up, strung with lights, and decorated with the handmade Chrismons immediately following the meal. Help get our church ready for the Christmas Pageant and Lessons and Carols events in the coming two weeks. Contact the church office if you plan to attend to insure enough pizzas are
ordered. Homemade Christmas cookies are always a great treat to share if you would like to bring some.
Christmas “Drop ‘N Shop” Childcare from Noon-3:00. Haven’t finished your Christmas shopping yet? Want
to spend three uninterrupted hours focusing on your To Do List? Or maybe you just want to enjoy a quiet lunch
and a movie. Consider leaving your children with the Oasis Senior High Youth Group for three hours after worship. Lunch will be provided and the children will engage in various crafts and games as well as see a variety of
classic Christmas children’s movies (Pastor Wayne has a big collection). Don’t be afraid to let your friends and
family know about it too!

2017 Offerings Must Be Postmarked
or In by Jan 2

In order to keep our bookkeeping accurate, the Congregation Resources Committee has set Tuesday, January 2, as
the last date offerings can be hand delivered to the office or
postmarked if sent by mail. Since December 31 is on a Sunday and January 1 is a postal holiday this should give members ample time to get in their final offering for 2017.
Thank you as always for your generous support of God’s
work in the world that is done through the ministry at Our
Savior.

Come Christmas
Caroling with LCOS Outreach
We will again be caroling at the Coles
Landing Senior Complex in Haddon Township off of Coles
Landing Road on Sunday, December 10th. This is a great
way to start your holiday season, spreading Holiday Cheer!
You can either go directly to the complex for 2 PM, or meet
at the church at 1:45 PM to follow or carpool. Dress festive
in red and green, and bring your Santa Hat and Bells if you
have them.
So come out and have some fun, sing some carols (in warm
environment), and enjoy the provided refreshments.
ALL ages welcome!!! ALWAYS a great time!!!
For questions, contact Bobbi Newsham (609-828-5244)

Boxed Envelopes
Available In Narthex for Pick-Up
from Dec 3 until
New Year’s Eve
Members of The Lutheran Church of
Our Savior are asked to pick up their 2018
offering envelopes in the Narthex by Christmas Eve. NOTE: Adult children attending college or those who are otherwise
still listed as living at home will not be
issued envelopes but are encouraged to
provide their offerings in the family
household envelope. Any adult child wishing to have their own envelopes need only
request them from the Church Office.
If you can drop off envelopes for a friend or
nearby neighbor in the congregation please
do. Envelopes that are not picked up after
December 31 will be mailed out in the first
weeks of the 2018. Please help reduce postage costs by picking up your offering envelopes in the Narthex.

December 2017

Parish Messenger
Pantry Volunteers Through
Count Your Blessings &
January
Help Lutheran Disaster ReThank you to our November Volunteers: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
sponse - Sisters~In~Spirit

This year’s holiday season finds us
thankful for our rich blessings, but
mindful of the overwhelming needs
of those who have lost everything in 2017’s many natural disasters. Please join Sisters-in-Spirit in supporting Lutheran Disaster Response, which brings immediate relief and long-term help to the victims of hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, flooding and other disasters
in the US and around the world.
On December 3 and 10 Sisters-in-Spirit will be accepting donations for Lutheran Disaster Response. In appreciation for your generosity, our gift to you is a
handmade Christmas ornament and a gift card. This
year’s ornament features the Luther Rose, symbol of
the Reformation and reminder of its 500th anniversary
this year—a great gift for that hard-to-buy-for loved
one and a meaningful keepsake for your family.
What a special way to remember our Lutheran heritage
and to help those still suffering. So stop by our table
in the narthex after each worship service on Dec. 3
and 10 to receive your ornament and support Lutheran
Disaster Response. Thank you!

Library
The Library has numerous Advent
and Christmas books for you to
enjoy !!
Which one do you want to pick ??
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Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy, The
Gross Family, Lynn Block, Millie King, Jill & Jake
Heilman
New Pantry Volunteers: The Bridges-Hoffman
Family - Jean, Sandy & Bobby. Thank you for volunteering and supporting our Pantry Families.
Week of Dec 3: The Warren Family
Week of Dec 10: The DeMichele Family,
The Bridges-Hoffman Family
Week of Dec 17: The Deery Family, The Bridges
-Hoffman Family
Week of Dec 24: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
Week of Dec. 31: The Bridges-Hoffman Family
Week of Jan. 7: Marianne Aponte, Steve &
Debbie Cain, Gerry Murphy
Week of Jan 14: Jill & Jake Heilman
Week of Jan. 21: The Visconti Family
Week of Jan. 28: __________________________

PANTRY NEEDS : NOVEMBER

All donations welcome.
Special Needs:
Tuna/Hamburger Helper, canned
meat, canned fruit, peanut butter, toilet paper.
Please contact Lynn Block, Pantry Coordinator if
you have any questions, recommendations, or you
can fill in the blank spaces: blockstar59@ hotmail.com or 609-238-7419.

~ The Library Ladies

Poinsettia Memorials
Each year the altar is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Eve services. If you would like
to donate a poinsettia in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, please fill out
the form below and enclose a check for $25, made payable to "LCOS Altar Guild." The poinsettias are delivered to our homebound members and nursing home residents on Tuesday, December
26. The deadline is Sunday, December 10, 2017.
In memory of_________________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of donor to Memorialized One(s)________________________________________________
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Return to church office no later than December 10

“God Is With Us in the Mean-Times”

December 2017

By Pastor Wayne Zschech
Advent is the season of waiting in the meantime. Advent begins with waiting for the second coming
of the Lord and by the Fourth Sunday we hear lessons related to waiting for his first coming in the
Nativity. We wait in the meantime, between Jesus’ arrival as a babe in Bethlehem and when he
comes again at the end of time in the Resurrection. We wait in the meantime between what happened two thousand years ago and an event that may not happen for another two thousand years.
Or it might happen next week. But it will happen. Until then we wait.
And in the mean time we wait in mean times. Shooters with automatic rifles massacre concert attendees and churchgoers, nightclub patrons and schoolchildren. Terrorists mow down pedestrians on crowded city streets and walkways and
bomb churches in the Middle East. Road rage is rampant. Our leaders act more like rude schoolyard bullies than civilized diplomats using their words to incite division rather than inspire compromise and unity. And that’s just from the
news of the last month! We live in mean times in the meantime of waiting for the Lord to come.
And we wonder. We wonder, “Where is God in all of this meanness in the world?” “Has God abandoned us when we
need God the most?” As we wait for his second coming let us not forget how he came the first time. “The word became
flesh and dwelled among us.” God became human in the infant Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. And Jesus wasn’t born
in idyllic conditions. Israel was an occupied state that was oppressed by Rome. His parents were from the backwater
part of the country. He was born to a teenage woman not yet fully married and in a stable because there was no room
for them anywhere in Bethlehem. Herod slaughtered innocent children in an effort to assassinate him, forcing him to be
a refugee in Egypt for years before returning to his native country.
Sound anything like life today? Violence. Oppression. Poverty. Disparity. And yet, in the midst of all of it God in Jesus
is with us. Then and now. We may be waiting for the second coming of the Lord, Christ, but God is already with us
through the power of Christ’s risen Spirit each and every day. We are not alone. We have not been abandoned. While we
wait, God is with us in the mean times of the meantime. And the Spirit that dwells in us promises life on the other side
of death, light in the midst of darkness, hope in the midst of despair. The God who raised Jesus from the dead has not
abandoned us in these mean times, but walks with us each day, whispering in our ear of faith, “Lo, I am with you always
to the end of the age.” Emmanuel, God with us, walks with us in these days of Advent as we await not only the celebration of his birth, but his coming again at the end of days. Praise God, and may our lives reflect the love and light Christ
revealed in his life this Christmas and into the New Year. This world can certainly use it. Merry Christmas!

7 Week Bible Discussion for Daily Living on Mark Begins Nov 6/8; Drop-Ins Welcome!
The Adult Bible Discussion for Daily Life continues on the Gospel of Mark. The Gospel of Mark is the predominant
Gospel read on Sundays in Year B of the three-year Revised Common Lectionary heard in worship on Sundays and the
new year begins on the First Sunday of Advent, Nov 26.
Even if you can only make one discussion your understanding of how Mark’s Gospel is applicable to daily life will be
enhanced. It will also provide you with a great overview of the Gospel readings you will hear over the next year. The
tentative schedule and topics are:
Nov 20/22: A Bleeding Woman (5:1-43)
Nov 27/29: Feeding 5000 (6:30-44)
Dec 4/6:
Boy’s Evil Spirit (9:14-29)
Dec 11/13:
Jesus Clears the Temple (11:12-19)
Dec 18/20:
Jesus and Pilate (15:1-15)
Attend either Mondays from 7:30-9:00 or Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00. Monday night sessions are held in the
Parlor on the 2nd Floor and Wednesday sessions are held in Room 112. No prior attendance is required to gain insight
and value from the discussion. Just drop on in. Bibles are available if you don’t have one. See you in November and December!
December 2017
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Attention Seniors!

The Handyman Group is in
need of reliable, weekly volunteers on Thursday morning
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon.
We are a weekly men’s fixit
group dedicated to keeping
the church in good working
order. Please call the church
office if you would like to
volunteer, 856-429-5122 or just come by any Thursday morning
to help out. It will be greatly appreciated!

Mobile Giving

Senior Game Day

DECEMBER DATE IS:
Tuesday, December 19
at 12:45 PM

~ Bingo, Pinochle, Bridge ~
Come out and Have Fun!
Food and drinks
(soda) served
RSVP: Peg Hartmann 856-7837004
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Worship Times; 5:00, 8:00, & 10:00

Address Service Requested

One Advent 4 Worship at 10:30 on
Christmas Eve Morning

Sandy DeDonatis
Ben Hintz
Nathan Speas
Cindy Randall
John Laughlin
David Leeds
Hannah Stauss
Samantha Prepsel
Brian Bogina
Nick Procopio III
Deborah Ely
Jim Frazier
Julianna Martinsen
Cheryl Schaffner
Joan Candia
Vivien Lechler-Ottens
Sophia Pineiro
Troy Adams
Ryan Gallagher
Ethan Roncace
Noelle Quanci
Jim Wooten
Carrie Haney
Karen McMullen
Sandra Cattafesta
Lauren Parker

OUR SAVIOR
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12/1
12/1
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12/4
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12/7
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12/9
12/9
12/9
12/10
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14

Michael Riley
Erin Schaffer
Kelly Shaw
Cara Stine
Charlotte Brown
Laura Ellis
Benjamin Gonzalez
Amanda Lamprey
Kathleen Pensabene
Jen Rhodes
Pauline Worusski
Garrett Needham
Reese Qualls

12/15
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18

Nicole Tessing
Jason Angelone Jr.
Noelle Corressel
John Dickerson IV
Ryan Ewing
Rex Cottone
Nicholas Brandinelli
Sarah Donch
Ava Remphrey
Morgan Sehdev
Ruth Balderman
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Jane Hammann
Thomas McMullen
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12/31

Since the Fourth Sunday of Advent falls on December
24, the Worship and Music Ministry Team has decided
to hold one service at 10:30 as the worship staff prepares for the three Christmas Eve worship services, held
later that day, beginning at 5:00. The worship in the
morning will focus on the Fourth Sunday of Advent
rather than Christmas Eve, so you’ll need to come again
at night if you want to hear the Nativity story.

Join the congregation in celebrating the birth of Christ
this Christmas Eve at any of the three worship times that
best fit your schedule. Here are the times and a brief description of each:
5:00 Family Worship: A Children’s Sermon and anthems
sung by both the Cherub and Children’s Choirs as well as
the Children’s Bell Choir are the highlight of this worship
service. This is a great family-focused worship and we
hope you will invite your friends without a church home
to join you. Communion will be celebrated and the service ends with candlelight singing of Silent Night.
8:00 Traditional/Youth Worship: The Youth Choir and
Bell Choir continue to be the featured choir at this service
and returning college students are invited to join them in
singing familiar anthems if they choose. A traditional sermon is preached. Communion will be celebrated and the
service ends with candlelight singing of Silent Night.
10:00 Classic “Midnight” Worship: The Adult Choir
and Bell Choir are the featured choirs at this service with
a traditional sermon preached from the pulpit or aisle.
While this worship typically ended after midnight when
held at 11:00 the Worship and Music Committee decided
to move it up an hour after several requests for an earlier
time as 11:00 has become too late for many to attend.
Communion will be celebrated and the service ends with
candlelight singing of Silent Night.

We Are In Advent! Christmas Pageant & Dinner Set
for Dec 10 @ 4:00
In We Are In Advent, a family is visited by a variety of characters
from the Nativity story as they light the four candles of their Advent wreath. This pageant is an original script written predominantly by our own Bonnie Richards and involves our children
from age 3 to grade 6. Come and hear not only what each candle
represents but also how they relate to the Nativity story of Jesus’
birth. The pageant will be held on Sunday, December 10, at 4:00
in the sanctuary followed by a potluck supper in the Parish Hall. Come out and experience how Advent prepares us
not only for the coming of Christmas but the coming of our Lord in our lives each and every day.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

