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"Stewarding God's Love"
Congregational Resources: Thank You for Being Stewards of God’s Love
Thank you to all those who are mailing in their offering envelopes or giving electronically. In these new and unsettling times, Our Savior’s faithful givers are
continuing to share their offerings so that others may know God’s love. The
pews may be empty and the building silent, but our faith and
commitment continue to be at work in the world.

Address Service Requested

A Look at How Our Gifts Make a Difference
LCOS is still supporting local organizations on the front lines of helping others, and our gifts are
needed more than ever as hunger and uncertainty threaten many lives. During the past two months
our gifts have helped those served by Our Father’s House, Caring Hearts Ministries, the Peace Center
of Bridge of Peace Community Church, Camden, and the Haddonfield community case worker. (For
more details on our giving, please see the Social Ministry Committee report below.)
The Easter cross reminds us that God comes down in love and salvation and gives in abundance so
that we may share in abundance. Thank you for sharing your love and blessings with others!
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Social Ministry Committee: Your Offerings At Work
In March 2020, Social Ministry Committee sent a budgeted contribution of $1000.00 to My Father’s House, which is
a court mandated substance abuse counseling center in Gloucester City for male and female teenagers and
adults. Social Ministry Committee also sent a budgeted contribution of $500.00 to Caring Hearts Ministries, an organization that helps children and their families that are affected by HIV/AIDS.
In April 2020, Social Ministry Committee plans to send a budgeted contribution of $2500 to support the Haddonfield
Community Caseworker. A donation of $2500 will also be sent to the Peace Center at Bridge of Peace Lutheran
Church in Camden, a ministry to the poor and homeless in Camden.
Thank you for your offerings which make these contributions possible.
LCOS temporarily suspending meal delivery to My Father’s House due to Coronavirus
Caring Hearts Spring Fling Cancelled due to Coronavirus
The Caring Hearts Spring Fling which was scheduled for Friday April 17, 2020 has been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. Caring Hearts is planning for a Back to School party the end of August. We had started a socks and
deodorant collection. Please hold onto any socks and deodorant that you have purchased. Social Ministry Committee members will deliver them to next Caring Hearts event.

9 to Participate in Affirmation of Baptism
in the Fall instead of June 7

The new tradition at Our Savior is to hold the Affirmation of Baptism for eighth
graders on the first Sunday in June. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the uncertainty of when we will be able to gather again in sanctuary worship in numbers over
100, it has been decided to postpone Confirmation Sunday to a date early in the fall. They will finish their learn event
classes by Zoom Meeting in May and have already attended a Zoom pre-confirmation retreat in April where they discerned how they will live out the promises they will make at their Affirmation of Baptism service. Please keep these
youth in your prayers as they wait to participate in the Confirmation until fall; Brian Bogina, Grace Ewing, Sarah
Fetter, Ben Hintz, Theo Howard, Collin Johnson, Javier Miller, Matt Morris, and Abby Ryan.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

“The New Normal Will Not Be Like the Normal We Knew”

By Pastor Wayne
We hear it all the time. We wonder it ourselves. The question haunts us every day we remain in a state of
quarantine and social distancing to prevent the spread and flatten the curve of the Coronavirus pandemic.
“When will our lives get back to normal?” As I’ve thought about this question I’ve come to realize something in this Easter season. Just as resurrection life is a new life, not like the life we knew prior to death and
new life, so too the new normal after the passing of the Coronavirus pandemic will not be like the normal life we knew prior to its affliction. Martin Luther was known for saying we all experience “little deaths” and “little resurrections” throughout our lives. I believe this Coronavirus has been more than a “little death” in our lives and the lives of billions around the
world.
Sure, there will be certain new practices we all must adhere to in the initial re-entry into normal life after the stay-at-home
has been lifted. We will likely have to wear face masks for at least the first few months when going out in public where people will be closer than six feet from us (stores, movies, restaurants, etc.). We will continue to carry sanitary wipes with us to
wipe down surfaces and objects in places and from people outside our home. There are sure to be others for those of us
who begin to re-enter the world from which we have been shut off since mid-March.
There have been other “new” practices and experiences we’ve adopted and had during this time of isolation and distancing
as well. In our home I know we’ve cooked more healthy meals and eaten them at the table followed by discussion of our
days (and in our case our daughter’s wedding that will be held one year from the day I write this) that can last for at least a
half hour after we’ve finished. We’ve started a family trivia night using an internet meeting platform that allows various
family members in various locations to all participate in a fun game night. We’ve become more connected to long-time
friends. We call our neighbors and talk to those who walk by (and there are a lot more these days) as they get their daily
exercise from being cooped up all day. We think about other people more these days. Who might need something from the
store when we go? Who might be lonely and need a call? Who are at risk and may need a comforting word on the phone,
text message, or a good old fashioned card?
Easter people live in the new normal our Risen Lord calls us into from the baptismal waters of rebirth and renewal. Just as
death does not have the last word in our existence neither does this Coronavirus. And just as the risen Jesus was somewhat
unrecognizable to the Jesus his disciples had once known, so too, the new normal our post-Coronavirus lives will not be
like the normal we once knew before it. But it will be life! It will be new. The question before us as our faith gives up hope
in living into this new normal will be what practices and lifestyles we lived during our time of isolation will be “kingdom
worthy” of continuing after the ban is lifted? Is it possible that while this pandemic has adversely affected the lives we once
knew, could it also be a “God moment” of beginning to live a different kind of life that is worth living even more?
I pray you are all well and being patient rather than being a patient during this time of social distancing and isolation. I pray
you have discovered a new way to live that has brought some joy into your world and a world filled with fear and sadness. I
pray you may experience the true meaning of the communion of saints and being a member of the body of Christ while we
remain together at a distance. May God’s peace be with you this month and always.

Livestream Worship Continues on Facebook Live
Even After Sanctuary Worship Resumes

Many of you have been able to enjoy the Facebook Live livestream worship Our Savior has been
able to provide since we suspended sanctuary worship as of March 15. Many have shared how
much they appreciate the ability to gather for worship in the virtual world of the internet when
we could not physically gather in the sanctuary. We’ve seen people gather for our livestream worship we don’t normally see and others who are visiting guests. It has been on our “To Do” list
for at least three years and it took this Coronavirus and a very talented seminary intern (thank you Vicar Josh) to get us
launched.
Seeing the value in this new way to worship for so many of our members and guests made it easy for the Congregation
Council to move forward and purchase the equipment needed to run the livestream worship from our pre-existing cameras
and sound system going forward. We hope more of our members and interested guests who find us online will continue to
use this means of gathering with the body of Christ at Our Savior when they cannot do so physically on Sundays.
Given the value of this ministry we are also asking members who may be interested in keeping our livestream ministry going strong to contact the office as we are looking to train people to operate the livestream during worship as Vicar Josh will
only be with us until July 31. In the meantime check out Facebook Live worship on Sundays at 10:30. We’d love to see you
there!

Need A Face Mask???

Our member, Tina Heinze, who owns a costume making business, has turned her business into a mask making company during this pandemic. If you need masks please contact her: 856-616-0052 or
tinascostumes@verizon.net to order.
May 2020
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Attention Seniors!
Senior Game Day

WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL
THE FALL.

The Fix-It Team will not
meet until further notice.

Peg Hartmann 856-745-2459
mamahart16@comcast.net
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How Can I Keep From Singing?

May 2020

Our May spring choir concert had been given the theme “How Can I Keep
From Singing” and on the darker days, I roll my eyes at the irony and say that,
well, this quarantine is how we keep from singing. And yet, through all I see
around me, we cannot be kept from singing. Maybe our song becomes even more meaningful. So this month’s musings
are brought to you by the text of the hymn that inspired me for the concert and for the last decade.
What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night God giveth.
Though the comforts of our usual gatherings are not available right now, we have found many ways to be together. We
still workshop on FacebookLive. I am sure all of you have heard of Zoom and hopefully have been able to use it for
meals and game nights with others. If you are my friend on Facebook, you probably know that I do a weekly Saturday
piano hour where I play for you and me for a little levity and connection. Many musicians make music from their balconies or over Facebook. Even if we cannot be in church together, I hope you still sing along with the songs you hear and
with our hymns.
I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin. I see the blue above it. And day by day this pathway smooths, Since first I learned to love it.
Here are the things that give me hope, where I see “the blue above it” in this new normal: the numbers that are still
climbing yet beginning to slow down, the generosity of neighbors and local business, the chalked sidewalks and rainbowed windows. We have hope that this path, as we keep walking faithfully, will get smoother. This is temporary.
No storm can shake my inmost calm. While to that refuge clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth. How can I keep from singing?
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord. So, dear church, I hope this situation doesn’t keep you from singing. Jesus is still Lord of all, and that’s a fact we can cling to and sing about. Sing in your home, on your walks, in your
car. Sing with your kids, your partner, your dog or cat, your friends, or by yourself. As Augustine said, when you sing,
you pray twice. So be safe and well, and don’t let anyone or anything keep you from singing.
Have you been wanting to learn how to read music? Do you kind of follow the dots on the page, or do you rely on
your pew neighbor in church, or do you just kinda "fake it" on Sunday mornings? Now is the time to learn how to read
music! Pauline is offering Zoom sessions for anyone interested - both group and individual meetings work. You do not
need to know anything about music as long as you are willing to learn! Contact her for more information.

EASTER MEMORIALS 2020

E.A & Helen Batchelor; John & Elizabeth Nelson; parents of Jon & Mae Batchelor
DeDonatis, Sam; beloved husband of Sandy DeDonatis & stepfather of Keaton Schneider
Gabrielsky, Elizabeth; godmother of Tom, Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer & Kate Tharp
Dorothy & Wendell Gulick; Alice & John Drozdal; Charlie Coleman; Maureen Heaney; parents & spouses of Nancy Gulick & John Drozdal
Holloway, Raymond (Lefty) & Margaret; Richards, Warren “Bud” & Ruth; parents of Don ald & Bonnie Richards, grandparents of Kim & Jim, Valerie & Mike, DJ & Megan, Shelley & Dan, great-grandparents of Caleigh, Carly,
Charlotte, Evan, Elizabeth, Haley, Emilia, & Madison
Holloway, Todd Allen; from Uncle Don & Aunt Bonnie, cousins Kim & Jim, Valerie & Mike, Shelley & Dan, DJ & Megan, Caleigh, Carly, Charlotte, Evan, Elizabeth, Haley, Emilia, & Madison
In Memory of the Urick & King Families
Kuehn, William M. & Doris R. & Loved Ones; parents of Betsy Kuehn
Loved Ones of the Laughlin Family
Oakes, Jr., John J; Paul & Jean Haley; husband and parents of Laura H. Oakes
In memory of George & Bib Olcott; parents of George III & Sue Tharp, grandparents of Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer & Kate
Tharp
Powell, Dottie & Eddie; parents of Linda Powell
Loved Ones of The Rell Family
Richards, Warren (Bud) & Ruth; parents of Donald & Bonnie Richards; grandparents of Kim & Jim, Val & Mike, Shelley & Dan, DJ & Megan; great-grandparents of Caleigh, Carly, & Charlotte, Evan & Elizabeth, Emilia, Madison
Richards, Bud & Ruth; parents of Sandy DeDonatis, grandparents of Keaton Schneider
Scholl, David & Mary; parents of Kate Zschech, grandparents of Brie Zschech
In memory of Charlie & Gussie Tharp; parents of Tom & Sue Tharp and grandparents of Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer &
Kate Tharp
VanHorn, Harold & Emma; Firth, Grace; parents and sister of Betty Herrmann and Lynne Boyle
Weldon, Elaine; Maniaci, C. Thomas; parents & grandparents of The Maniaci, Berner & Rivera Families
Wyche, Nancy & Bill; parents & grandparents of the Wyche & Buonpastore Families
Zschech, Rudolf & Martha; parents of Pastor Wayne Zschech, grandparents of Brie Zschech
April 2020
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An Intern’s Confession

As the title suggests, I have a confession to
make to all of you.
I LOVE that we are worshipping digitally now.
I DON’T love that we can’t meet in person as
well. I DON’T love that this virus is keeping us
from so many of the people we love. I DON’T
love wearing a mask everywhere I go. I DON’T love the sense of
insecurity and fear, both of a virus and its economic impacts. I
DON’T love the uncertainty so many feel around how they will
provide food for their families. And I DON’T love that so many
families are divided as one member of a family fights on the
front lines of battling this disease and must stay away from
spouses and children for their own protection.
But still, there’s something about our newfound digital sense of
community that I love and cherish. I love getting to read and
pray through your responses during the Prayers of the Church. I
love seeing you react at points during a sermon or children’s
message, in ways that us more “stoic” Lutherans probably would
not exuberantly shout out during a more “normal” worship service. I love that members past and present are reconnecting
across states, and from coast to coast, and that even my own
family gets to worship with me from both California and Florida.
We work each and every week to make sure that our services
reach you in the best way that we can. Thank you for your words
of encouragement and gratitude; and thank you for your grace
when the technology fails us. As we continue to learn and grow
in this digital age, know that even in this bizarre setup, I feel the
Body of Christ gathered, and love worshipping with each and
every one of you… but still looking forward to seeing you all in
person again when it is safe and responsible to do so.
Vicar Josh
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Pantry During Covid-19 Quarantine
To support our Pantry Families and protect our Pantry
Volunteers during Covid-19, we have temporarily suspended the current Pantry process. Grocery donations
have nearly ceased since the church has been closed to
worship and closed to all the groups that use the
church and donate groceries. We do not want our Volunteers to spend anymore time than is necessary for
their own families in the grocery store.
During the last 2 weeks we have over-packed for each
family, with a final extra pack and delivery on Friday
4/10/20. The few extra canned goods were donated to
Bridge of Peace who has seen a 60% increase in their
needs. An Acme gift card was mailed to each fo the
families, including a gracious donation of a gift card
from Jen Rhodes to all the families. In 4 weeks we will
re evaluate when we will open the pantry and either
send out another gift card or re-open.

Our congregation has been very generous over the
years supporting our Pantry Families, and the Families
have been very thankful. During this quarantine time,
instead of donating groceries, please send a check
made out to the LCOS Pantry. Thank you so much for
your continued support.

Wine Tasting Event - Postponed until further notice
Book Club: moved to a virtual meeting on May 7th at 7:00pm. Please have anyone interested reach out to me via email at
sam.wentz@gmail.com or by cell at 609-922-4973. We will likely be using Zoom to do this meeting, with a call-in option.

GERANIUMS FOR VETERANS
This year the Sunday before Memorial Day is May 24th. The Altar Guild will be adorning the church with Red
Geraniums. If you would like to donate a geranium in memory or in honor of veteran or active duty personnel in
our armed forces, please fill out the form below and enclose a check for $10.00, made payable to “LCOS Altar
Guild”. Please mail the form to the church or place it in the Altar Guild mailbox by May 17th. If you put in a memorial please pick up a flower after the service.
Name of Person(s) giving Memorial:_____________________________________________________________
In Memory of:______________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service:___________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:_______________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service:___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of Donor to Memorialized one(s):_____________________________________________________

Deadline for Ordering is May 17

Faithful Giving in March Enables Ministry to Continue

As you can see from Financial Secretary Shannon Foskett’s report in this issue the congregation exceeded Offering Income projections in March by a few thousand dollars. Thank you! Your continued and regular support of the mission
we share enables our congregation and the work of the ELCA to continue without fear of cutbacks or even cancellation. We have even started to see non-members who are gathering with us for our livestream worship contribute electronically through Simply Giving available on our website. We pray it won’t be long until we can give thanks in person
when we gather for worship and celebrate the gifts God gives to us of ourselves, our time, and our possessions.

All Envelope Offerings
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Thank you to everyone who reached out and prayed for me during my maternity leave. I am excited to
say my son Joseph McCurdy Baldwin was born on March 4th. I wanted to let everyone know that I
have decided to come back to work earlier than planned. I officially started back on Tuesday, April 14th
and I am glad to be back to be here for you and your family during this unprecedented time.
Sunday School:
For all of my Sunday School families. I will be sending out a weekly email on Saturday evenings about
the lesson your child would have been learning about that week in Sunday School. There will be a video
to explain the story and an activity that your family can do together. Parents do not worry, you do not
have to know the story perfectly to do this with your child. Please remember that I will still have a weekly children’s message during worship to introduce the lesson we will be learning.
For my families with a child that is in High School. I will be sending an email out on Saturdays with a link for weekly Oasis
Zoom meetings. Our meeting will take place on Sundays starting at 6:30pm.
If anyone needs anything or if your child needs anything, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I will be working from
home so you can email me at any time. I cannot wait to get back to church and to see all of you! I miss you all dearly! "See"
you on Sunday! Jaime
Vacation Bible School:
As you know our theme for Vacation Bible School this year is “Who is My Neighbor?”. We will be finding a new way to be a neighbor this year for VBS. It deeply saddens me to say this but we will be doing
VBS differently. For starters, VBS will only be open to LCOS members this year and we will not be
meeting in person. Every day there will be a Bible verse, new songs and an activity on how you can be a
“neighbor” during this time. VBS will still take place from July 27th to 31st and if you are interested in
signing up, or have questions please contact Jaime at LCOSJaime@gmail.com. This will be a different
experience but one that will make an impact in our community.
Acolytes:
Acolytes as of right now our annual Acolyte Appreciation Dinner will be May 31 at 6:00pm. Please let Jaime know by May
27th if you are able to attend, if we need to reschedule, I will let you know the new date. Also, please let Jaime know if you
have any trips planned for the summer and cannot acolyte.
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the annual National Day of Prayer Breakfast regularly scheduled for the first Thursday in
May has been cancelled due to a statewide mandate for residents to remain in their homes. We do encourage our members
to lift our nation in prayer on Thursday, May 7, and to remember all those who have
been affected by the Coronavirus, including;
•
Those afflicted with the virus and are hospitalized and in ICU
•
Doctors, nurses, and healthcare workers who risk their own health in caring for the
health and life of others
•
Teachers and students as they teach and learn in a challenging way
•
Business owners and employees whose income has been compromised and their
ability to reopen or go back to work as before is in question
•
Essential workers (such as grocery personnel and IT workers who maintain the ability for people to work from home
from their office laptops, and others) as they too risk infection to meet the needs of others.

First Holy Communion Postponed Until Regular Worship Resumes in Sanctuary

Bible Discussion for Daily Living Continues by Zoom on Mondays & Wednesdays
What does this mean? That’s the question Martin Luther asks to frame his explanation of the core tenets of the Christian faith such as The Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and sacraments in his Small Catechism. It is also the key
question we are asking each week in the Bible Discussion for Daily Living that is now being held by Zoom Meeting
on Monday nights at 7:30 and Wednesday mornings at 9:30. Each week’s discussion is independent of previous weeks
to enable people to join in at any time. A church-wide email was sent out for members to click on the link to join
Zoom meeting or you can check out our website (oursaviorhaddonfield.org), or see the insert for how to join. We
hope to see and hear you in May!
May 2020
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National Day of Prayer Cancelled Due to Coronavirus

2,928

420,690
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Like so many other milestones in one’s faith formation that occur in the spring, Our Savior is postponing the celebration of those Second and Third graders who were originally to have received their First
Holy Communion back on March 29. A date has not yet been chosen mainly due to the fact we are
awaiting a statewide lifting of restrictions of groups gathering in larger numbers than 100 as we anticipate a worship attendance on that day to exceed this number at the 10:30 worship. Families of children
receiving their first communion will be notified of possible options in June if the restriction is lifted in
May.
I want to extend my gratitude to the people of Our Savior. You kind cards, thoughts and prayers got me
through some very dark times during my illness. Please know that I’m feeling better every day. I’m hoping
to return to work once the quarantine is lifted. Again my Thanks.
Peace,
LuAnne Fogelson.

Faithful Giving in March Enables Ministry to Continue

As you can see from Financial Secretary Shannon Foskett’s report in this issue the congregation exceeded Offering Income projections in March by a few thousand dollars. Thank you! Your continued and regular support of the mission
we share enables our congregation and the work of the ELCA to continue without fear of cutbacks or even cancellation. We have even started to see non-members who are gathering with us for our livestream worship contribute electronically through Simply Giving available on our website. We pray it won’t be long until we can give thanks in person
when we gather for worship and celebrate the gifts God gives to us of ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
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Thank you to everyone who reached out and prayed for me during my maternity leave. I am excited to
say my son Joseph McCurdy Baldwin was born on March 4th. I wanted to let everyone know that I
have decided to come back to work earlier than planned. I officially started back on Tuesday, April 14th
and I am glad to be back to be here for you and your family during this unprecedented time.
Sunday School:
For all of my Sunday School families. I will be sending out a weekly email on Saturday evenings about
the lesson your child would have been learning about that week in Sunday School. There will be a video
to explain the story and an activity that your family can do together. Parents do not worry, you do not
have to know the story perfectly to do this with your child. Please remember that I will still have a weekly children’s message during worship to introduce the lesson we will be learning.
For my families with a child that is in High School. I will be sending an email out on Saturdays with a link for weekly Oasis
Zoom meetings. Our meeting will take place on Sundays starting at 6:30pm.
If anyone needs anything or if your child needs anything, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I will be working from
home so you can email me at any time. I cannot wait to get back to church and to see all of you! I miss you all dearly! "See"
you on Sunday! Jaime
Vacation Bible School:
As you know our theme for Vacation Bible School this year is “Who is My Neighbor?”. We will be finding a new way to be a neighbor this year for VBS. It deeply saddens me to say this but we will be doing
VBS differently. For starters, VBS will only be open to LCOS members this year and we will not be
meeting in person. Every day there will be a Bible verse, new songs and an activity on how you can be a
“neighbor” during this time. VBS will still take place from July 27th to 31st and if you are interested in
signing up, or have questions please contact Jaime at LCOSJaime@gmail.com. This will be a different
experience but one that will make an impact in our community.
Acolytes:
Acolytes as of right now our annual Acolyte Appreciation Dinner will be May 31 at 6:00pm. Please let Jaime know by May
27th if you are able to attend, if we need to reschedule, I will let you know the new date. Also, please let Jaime know if you
have any trips planned for the summer and cannot acolyte.
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the annual National Day of Prayer Breakfast regularly scheduled for the first Thursday in
May has been cancelled due to a statewide mandate for residents to remain in their homes. We do encourage our members
to lift our nation in prayer on Thursday, May 7, and to remember all those who have
been affected by the Coronavirus, including;
•
Those afflicted with the virus and are hospitalized and in ICU
•
Doctors, nurses, and healthcare workers who risk their own health in caring for the
health and life of others
•
Teachers and students as they teach and learn in a challenging way
•
Business owners and employees whose income has been compromised and their
ability to reopen or go back to work as before is in question
•
Essential workers (such as grocery personnel and IT workers who maintain the ability for people to work from home
from their office laptops, and others) as they too risk infection to meet the needs of others.

First Holy Communion Postponed Until Regular Worship Resumes in Sanctuary

Bible Discussion for Daily Living Continues by Zoom on Mondays & Wednesdays
What does this mean? That’s the question Martin Luther asks to frame his explanation of the core tenets of the Christian faith such as The Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and sacraments in his Small Catechism. It is also the key
question we are asking each week in the Bible Discussion for Daily Living that is now being held by Zoom Meeting
on Monday nights at 7:30 and Wednesday mornings at 9:30. Each week’s discussion is independent of previous weeks
to enable people to join in at any time. A church-wide email was sent out for members to click on the link to join
Zoom meeting or you can check out our website (oursaviorhaddonfield.org), or see the insert for how to join. We
hope to see and hear you in May!
May 2020

Parish Messenger

National Day of Prayer Cancelled Due to Coronavirus

2,928

420,690

May 2020

page 4
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awaiting a statewide lifting of restrictions of groups gathering in larger numbers than 100 as we anticipate a worship attendance on that day to exceed this number at the 10:30 worship. Families of children
receiving their first communion will be notified of possible options in June if the restriction is lifted in
May.
I want to extend my gratitude to the people of Our Savior. You kind cards, thoughts and prayers got me
through some very dark times during my illness. Please know that I’m feeling better every day. I’m hoping
to return to work once the quarantine is lifted. Again my Thanks.
Peace,
LuAnne Fogelson.

How Can I Keep From Singing?

May 2020

Our May spring choir concert had been given the theme “How Can I Keep
From Singing” and on the darker days, I roll my eyes at the irony and say that,
well, this quarantine is how we keep from singing. And yet, through all I see
around me, we cannot be kept from singing. Maybe our song becomes even more meaningful. So this month’s musings
are brought to you by the text of the hymn that inspired me for the concert and for the last decade.
What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night God giveth.
Though the comforts of our usual gatherings are not available right now, we have found many ways to be together. We
still workshop on FacebookLive. I am sure all of you have heard of Zoom and hopefully have been able to use it for
meals and game nights with others. If you are my friend on Facebook, you probably know that I do a weekly Saturday
piano hour where I play for you and me for a little levity and connection. Many musicians make music from their balconies or over Facebook. Even if we cannot be in church together, I hope you still sing along with the songs you hear and
with our hymns.
I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin. I see the blue above it. And day by day this pathway smooths, Since first I learned to love it.
Here are the things that give me hope, where I see “the blue above it” in this new normal: the numbers that are still
climbing yet beginning to slow down, the generosity of neighbors and local business, the chalked sidewalks and rainbowed windows. We have hope that this path, as we keep walking faithfully, will get smoother. This is temporary.
No storm can shake my inmost calm. While to that refuge clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth. How can I keep from singing?
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord. So, dear church, I hope this situation doesn’t keep you from singing. Jesus is still Lord of all, and that’s a fact we can cling to and sing about. Sing in your home, on your walks, in your
car. Sing with your kids, your partner, your dog or cat, your friends, or by yourself. As Augustine said, when you sing,
you pray twice. So be safe and well, and don’t let anyone or anything keep you from singing.
Have you been wanting to learn how to read music? Do you kind of follow the dots on the page, or do you rely on
your pew neighbor in church, or do you just kinda "fake it" on Sunday mornings? Now is the time to learn how to read
music! Pauline is offering Zoom sessions for anyone interested - both group and individual meetings work. You do not
need to know anything about music as long as you are willing to learn! Contact her for more information.

EASTER MEMORIALS 2020

E.A & Helen Batchelor; John & Elizabeth Nelson; parents of Jon & Mae Batchelor
DeDonatis, Sam; beloved husband of Sandy DeDonatis & stepfather of Keaton Schneider
Gabrielsky, Elizabeth; godmother of Tom, Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer & Kate Tharp
Dorothy & Wendell Gulick; Alice & John Drozdal; Charlie Coleman; Maureen Heaney; parents & spouses of Nancy Gulick & John Drozdal
Holloway, Raymond (Lefty) & Margaret; Richards, Warren “Bud” & Ruth; parents of Don ald & Bonnie Richards, grandparents of Kim & Jim, Valerie & Mike, DJ & Megan, Shelley & Dan, great-grandparents of Caleigh, Carly,
Charlotte, Evan, Elizabeth, Haley, Emilia, & Madison
Holloway, Todd Allen; from Uncle Don & Aunt Bonnie, cousins Kim & Jim, Valerie & Mike, Shelley & Dan, DJ & Megan, Caleigh, Carly, Charlotte, Evan, Elizabeth, Haley, Emilia, & Madison
In Memory of the Urick & King Families
Kuehn, William M. & Doris R. & Loved Ones; parents of Betsy Kuehn
Loved Ones of the Laughlin Family
Oakes, Jr., John J; Paul & Jean Haley; husband and parents of Laura H. Oakes
In memory of George & Bib Olcott; parents of George III & Sue Tharp, grandparents of Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer & Kate
Tharp
Powell, Dottie & Eddie; parents of Linda Powell
Loved Ones of The Rell Family
Richards, Warren (Bud) & Ruth; parents of Donald & Bonnie Richards; grandparents of Kim & Jim, Val & Mike, Shelley & Dan, DJ & Megan; great-grandparents of Caleigh, Carly, & Charlotte, Evan & Elizabeth, Emilia, Madison
Richards, Bud & Ruth; parents of Sandy DeDonatis, grandparents of Keaton Schneider
Scholl, David & Mary; parents of Kate Zschech, grandparents of Brie Zschech
In memory of Charlie & Gussie Tharp; parents of Tom & Sue Tharp and grandparents of Kirk, Kraig, Kristofer &
Kate Tharp
VanHorn, Harold & Emma; Firth, Grace; parents and sister of Betty Herrmann and Lynne Boyle
Weldon, Elaine; Maniaci, C. Thomas; parents & grandparents of The Maniaci, Berner & Rivera Families
Wyche, Nancy & Bill; parents & grandparents of the Wyche & Buonpastore Families
Zschech, Rudolf & Martha; parents of Pastor Wayne Zschech, grandparents of Brie Zschech
April 2020
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An Intern’s Confession

As the title suggests, I have a confession to
make to all of you.
I LOVE that we are worshipping digitally now.
I DON’T love that we can’t meet in person as
well. I DON’T love that this virus is keeping us
from so many of the people we love. I DON’T
love wearing a mask everywhere I go. I DON’T love the sense of
insecurity and fear, both of a virus and its economic impacts. I
DON’T love the uncertainty so many feel around how they will
provide food for their families. And I DON’T love that so many
families are divided as one member of a family fights on the
front lines of battling this disease and must stay away from
spouses and children for their own protection.
But still, there’s something about our newfound digital sense of
community that I love and cherish. I love getting to read and
pray through your responses during the Prayers of the Church. I
love seeing you react at points during a sermon or children’s
message, in ways that us more “stoic” Lutherans probably would
not exuberantly shout out during a more “normal” worship service. I love that members past and present are reconnecting
across states, and from coast to coast, and that even my own
family gets to worship with me from both California and Florida.
We work each and every week to make sure that our services
reach you in the best way that we can. Thank you for your words
of encouragement and gratitude; and thank you for your grace
when the technology fails us. As we continue to learn and grow
in this digital age, know that even in this bizarre setup, I feel the
Body of Christ gathered, and love worshipping with each and
every one of you… but still looking forward to seeing you all in
person again when it is safe and responsible to do so.
Vicar Josh
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Pantry During Covid-19 Quarantine
To support our Pantry Families and protect our Pantry
Volunteers during Covid-19, we have temporarily suspended the current Pantry process. Grocery donations
have nearly ceased since the church has been closed to
worship and closed to all the groups that use the
church and donate groceries. We do not want our Volunteers to spend anymore time than is necessary for
their own families in the grocery store.
During the last 2 weeks we have over-packed for each
family, with a final extra pack and delivery on Friday
4/10/20. The few extra canned goods were donated to
Bridge of Peace who has seen a 60% increase in their
needs. An Acme gift card was mailed to each fo the
families, including a gracious donation of a gift card
from Jen Rhodes to all the families. In 4 weeks we will
re evaluate when we will open the pantry and either
send out another gift card or re-open.

Our congregation has been very generous over the
years supporting our Pantry Families, and the Families
have been very thankful. During this quarantine time,
instead of donating groceries, please send a check
made out to the LCOS Pantry. Thank you so much for
your continued support.

Wine Tasting Event - Postponed until further notice
Book Club: moved to a virtual meeting on May 7th at 7:00pm. Please have anyone interested reach out to me via email at
sam.wentz@gmail.com or by cell at 609-922-4973. We will likely be using Zoom to do this meeting, with a call-in option.

GERANIUMS FOR VETERANS
This year the Sunday before Memorial Day is May 24th. The Altar Guild will be adorning the church with Red
Geraniums. If you would like to donate a geranium in memory or in honor of veteran or active duty personnel in
our armed forces, please fill out the form below and enclose a check for $10.00, made payable to “LCOS Altar
Guild”. Please mail the form to the church or place it in the Altar Guild mailbox by May 17th. If you put in a memorial please pick up a flower after the service.
Name of Person(s) giving Memorial:_____________________________________________________________
In Memory of:______________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service:___________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:_______________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service:___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of Donor to Memorialized one(s):_____________________________________________________

Deadline for Ordering is May 17

“The New Normal Will Not Be Like the Normal We Knew”

By Pastor Wayne
We hear it all the time. We wonder it ourselves. The question haunts us every day we remain in a state of
quarantine and social distancing to prevent the spread and flatten the curve of the Coronavirus pandemic.
“When will our lives get back to normal?” As I’ve thought about this question I’ve come to realize something in this Easter season. Just as resurrection life is a new life, not like the life we knew prior to death and
new life, so too the new normal after the passing of the Coronavirus pandemic will not be like the normal life we knew prior to its affliction. Martin Luther was known for saying we all experience “little deaths” and “little resurrections” throughout our lives. I believe this Coronavirus has been more than a “little death” in our lives and the lives of billions around the
world.
Sure, there will be certain new practices we all must adhere to in the initial re-entry into normal life after the stay-at-home
has been lifted. We will likely have to wear face masks for at least the first few months when going out in public where people will be closer than six feet from us (stores, movies, restaurants, etc.). We will continue to carry sanitary wipes with us to
wipe down surfaces and objects in places and from people outside our home. There are sure to be others for those of us
who begin to re-enter the world from which we have been shut off since mid-March.
There have been other “new” practices and experiences we’ve adopted and had during this time of isolation and distancing
as well. In our home I know we’ve cooked more healthy meals and eaten them at the table followed by discussion of our
days (and in our case our daughter’s wedding that will be held one year from the day I write this) that can last for at least a
half hour after we’ve finished. We’ve started a family trivia night using an internet meeting platform that allows various
family members in various locations to all participate in a fun game night. We’ve become more connected to long-time
friends. We call our neighbors and talk to those who walk by (and there are a lot more these days) as they get their daily
exercise from being cooped up all day. We think about other people more these days. Who might need something from the
store when we go? Who might be lonely and need a call? Who are at risk and may need a comforting word on the phone,
text message, or a good old fashioned card?
Easter people live in the new normal our Risen Lord calls us into from the baptismal waters of rebirth and renewal. Just as
death does not have the last word in our existence neither does this Coronavirus. And just as the risen Jesus was somewhat
unrecognizable to the Jesus his disciples had once known, so too, the new normal our post-Coronavirus lives will not be
like the normal we once knew before it. But it will be life! It will be new. The question before us as our faith gives up hope
in living into this new normal will be what practices and lifestyles we lived during our time of isolation will be “kingdom
worthy” of continuing after the ban is lifted? Is it possible that while this pandemic has adversely affected the lives we once
knew, could it also be a “God moment” of beginning to live a different kind of life that is worth living even more?
I pray you are all well and being patient rather than being a patient during this time of social distancing and isolation. I pray
you have discovered a new way to live that has brought some joy into your world and a world filled with fear and sadness. I
pray you may experience the true meaning of the communion of saints and being a member of the body of Christ while we
remain together at a distance. May God’s peace be with you this month and always.

Livestream Worship Continues on Facebook Live
Even After Sanctuary Worship Resumes

Many of you have been able to enjoy the Facebook Live livestream worship Our Savior has been
able to provide since we suspended sanctuary worship as of March 15. Many have shared how
much they appreciate the ability to gather for worship in the virtual world of the internet when
we could not physically gather in the sanctuary. We’ve seen people gather for our livestream worship we don’t normally see and others who are visiting guests. It has been on our “To Do” list
for at least three years and it took this Coronavirus and a very talented seminary intern (thank you Vicar Josh) to get us
launched.
Seeing the value in this new way to worship for so many of our members and guests made it easy for the Congregation
Council to move forward and purchase the equipment needed to run the livestream worship from our pre-existing cameras
and sound system going forward. We hope more of our members and interested guests who find us online will continue to
use this means of gathering with the body of Christ at Our Savior when they cannot do so physically on Sundays.
Given the value of this ministry we are also asking members who may be interested in keeping our livestream ministry going strong to contact the office as we are looking to train people to operate the livestream during worship as Vicar Josh will
only be with us until July 31. In the meantime check out Facebook Live worship on Sundays at 10:30. We’d love to see you
there!

Need A Face Mask???

Our member, Tina Heinze, who owns a costume making business, has turned her business into a mask making company during this pandemic. If you need masks please contact her: 856-616-0052 or
tinascostumes@verizon.net to order.
May 2020
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Attention Seniors!
Senior Game Day

WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL
THE FALL.

The Fix-It Team will not
meet until further notice.

Peg Hartmann 856-745-2459
mamahart16@comcast.net
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MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR
HADDONFIELD, NJ
"Stewarding God's Love"
Congregational Resources: Thank You for Being Stewards of God’s Love
Thank you to all those who are mailing in their offering envelopes or giving electronically. In these new and unsettling times, Our Savior’s faithful givers are
continuing to share their offerings so that others may know God’s love. The
pews may be empty and the building silent, but our faith and
commitment continue to be at work in the world.

Address Service Requested

A Look at How Our Gifts Make a Difference
LCOS is still supporting local organizations on the front lines of helping others, and our gifts are
needed more than ever as hunger and uncertainty threaten many lives. During the past two months
our gifts have helped those served by Our Father’s House, Caring Hearts Ministries, the Peace Center
of Bridge of Peace Community Church, Camden, and the Haddonfield community case worker. (For
more details on our giving, please see the Social Ministry Committee report below.)
The Easter cross reminds us that God comes down in love and salvation and gives in abundance so
that we may share in abundance. Thank you for sharing your love and blessings with others!

May 1
May 3
May 3
May 4
May 4
May 4
May 5
May 5
May 5
May 5
May 6
May 6
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 11
May 11
May 12
May 12
May 12
May 13
May 13
May 13
May 14

Richard Meyer
Tina Heinze
Alexa Hugo
Robert DeBerardinis
Gavin McKeever
Ryan Sehdev
Jaime Baldwin
Linda Neveling
Tom Reiter
Susan Tarantini
Lawrence Musser
Janice O'Neil
Lee Wentz
Keaton Schneider
Luke Chaiken
Nancy Dempsey
Brycen Kan
Haley Palmadessa
Carleen Dunkle
Bruce Haines
Dale Kredatus
Jack Berrigan
Kathleen Nixon
Jack Turner
Scott DiCrescenzo
Jane Evans
Tyler Williams
Karen Floyd

May 14
May 15
May 15
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 18
May 18
May 18
May 19
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 21
May 22
May 22
May 22
May 23

Lily Miller
Amanda DeMichele
Donald Lawyer
Doris Rell
Grayson Wright
Stacey Shaw
Mae Batchelor
Kristen Poliafico
Mark Vaughn
Laura Howley
Walter Riley
David Hugo
Sarah Bogina
Gigi Wentz
Robert Mirabello
Hudson Ray
Libbi Speyerer
Josh Bleistein

May 23
May 24
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 27
May 27
May 27
May 27
May 28
May 28
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31
May 31
May 31

Erica Gensel
Elizabeth Genna
Brie Zschech
Joseph Giamboy
Sandra Guaglione
Carolyn Lichter
Henry Angelone
Jacqueline Broschard
Morgen Lehr
Austen Wilson
Addison Gebhart
Brandon Trevena
Gianna DiBiase
Charlotte Goldthorp
Elaine Howley
Valorie Johnson
Amanda Kempa
Abigail Proko
Abigail Ryan
Erin Schaffner
Andrew Shah
Mark Swan
Rocco Gallo
Katie Rickert
Jaxon Schaeffer
Louise Bader
Mark Bare
Mike Stolarick

Social Ministry Committee: Your Offerings At Work
In March 2020, Social Ministry Committee sent a budgeted contribution of $1000.00 to My Father’s House, which is
a court mandated substance abuse counseling center in Gloucester City for male and female teenagers and
adults. Social Ministry Committee also sent a budgeted contribution of $500.00 to Caring Hearts Ministries, an organization that helps children and their families that are affected by HIV/AIDS.
In April 2020, Social Ministry Committee plans to send a budgeted contribution of $2500 to support the Haddonfield
Community Caseworker. A donation of $2500 will also be sent to the Peace Center at Bridge of Peace Lutheran
Church in Camden, a ministry to the poor and homeless in Camden.
Thank you for your offerings which make these contributions possible.
LCOS temporarily suspending meal delivery to My Father’s House due to Coronavirus
Caring Hearts Spring Fling Cancelled due to Coronavirus
The Caring Hearts Spring Fling which was scheduled for Friday April 17, 2020 has been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. Caring Hearts is planning for a Back to School party the end of August. We had started a socks and
deodorant collection. Please hold onto any socks and deodorant that you have purchased. Social Ministry Committee members will deliver them to next Caring Hearts event.

9 to Participate in Affirmation of Baptism
in the Fall instead of June 7

The new tradition at Our Savior is to hold the Affirmation of Baptism for eighth
graders on the first Sunday in June. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the uncertainty of when we will be able to gather again in sanctuary worship in numbers over
100, it has been decided to postpone Confirmation Sunday to a date early in the fall. They will finish their learn event
classes by Zoom Meeting in May and have already attended a Zoom pre-confirmation retreat in April where they discerned how they will live out the promises they will make at their Affirmation of Baptism service. Please keep these
youth in your prayers as they wait to participate in the Confirmation until fall; Brian Bogina, Grace Ewing, Sarah
Fetter, Ben Hintz, Theo Howard, Collin Johnson, Javier Miller, Matt Morris, and Abby Ryan.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

