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Preparing for Sanctuary Worship Reopening in September – GET VACCINATED
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As we prepare to fully reopen worship in September the Worship and Music Committee, Council, and Pastor Wayne all
agree the safety of the congregation remains an utmost importance, and we pray it is the same for our congregation
members. The Delta variant of the Coronavirus is proving to be more highly contagious and the strain that is infecting
and hospitalizing the non-vaccinated at an extremely high rate. As such, all members are strongly encouraged to get
vaccinated for their own health safety and the safety of our children not yet eligible for vaccination.
REMINDER FOR AUGUST WORSHIP: The 10:30 worship service still requires everyone attending to wear a mask so
please enter the building wearing your mask and for the duration of worship. There have been some Sundays in July
where everyone was fully vaccinated and masks were deemed optional, but this puts those who are unvaccinated in an
awkward situation. Therefore, the 10:30 worship in August remains a masked worship service.
In September Our Savior plans to move forward with fully reopening sanctuary worship and Sunday school providing
there is no surge in the Delta variant that warrants remaining at our current restrictions. The protocols for worship beginning in September are as follows:
BEFORE ATTENDING: DO NOT ATTEND WORSHIP IF YOU HAVE:
• A temperature over 100F.
• Non-allergy related coughing and sneezing.
• Shortness of breath.
• Been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in past 2 weeks.
• A higher risk for severe illness.
8:00, 9:15, & 10:30 WORSHIP TIMES: FULLY VACCINATED WORSHIPPERS
• Masks worn at your discretion.
• All pews available for seating.
• Congregational singing of liturgy and hymns.
• Holy Communion by intinction from Pastor or by self-contained cup/wafer in pew.
8:00, 9:15, & 10:30 WORSHIP TIMES: NON-VACCINATED WORSHIPPERS
• Masks worn to protect your health and health of unvaccinated children
• All pews available for seating.
• Refrain from congregational singing of liturgy and hymns to reduce water vapor dispersion
• Holy Communion by intinction from Pastor or by self-contained cup/wafer in pew.
The 9:15 Reflections Worship will continue to provide a Zoom link for worshippers to participate in worship even
though in-person attendance will be resuming. The Zoom link will remain on our website.
The 10:30 Worship will continue to provide a Livestream participation with a link on the website indefinitely going forward as many have found this to be an excellent way to “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy” when physical
attendance is not an option.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

“The Power of Habit”

August 2021

By Pastor Wayne Zschech

Ever wonder why we do what we do? I’ve been re-reading the book The Power of Habit: why we do what we do
in life and business by Charles Duhigg and contemplating how the Coronavirus pandemic has impacted our
habits, especially when it comes to worship. But first, why do we do what we do habitually? Duhigg explains all habits are basically three parts. “First, there is a cue, a trigger that tells your brain to go into automatic mode and
which habit to use. Then there is a routine, which can be physical or mental or emotional. Finally, there is a reward, which
helps your brain figure out if this particular loop is worth remembering for the future.” One example was how Febreeze
added a fresh scent to their spray so that when a person finished cleaning a room or making a bed (the cue) they would
spray Febreeze on the carpet or bedspread (routine) and smell the fresh scent (reward) that indicated the room was not
only clean but smelled fresh too. Craving that fresh scent in one’s home perpetuated the habit of using Febreeze in one’s
cleaning routine.
When it came to worship prior to the pandemic our Sunday habit cycle may have been waking up on Sunday
morning (the cue), going to church and sitting in the pew and participating in worship and/or talking with other parishioners at Coffee Hour or outside either after or before worship (the routine), and experiencing a deeper connection with
God and God’s people as a result of the experience (the reward). However, during the pandemic the cue and reward remained relatively the same, but the routine changed significantly. Instead of the process involved with physically going to
church and engaging with people in person, the routine likely became one of setting up your computer or casting it to
your television at about 10:29 and then participating in the worship from the comfort of your family room chair or sofa
in your pajamas. For those receiving the Worship In The Home materials it may have been similar to the above but instead of participating in the livestream you used the materials to have a prolonged devotional time similar to the material
provided in the Christ in Our Home devotional books.
Now the routine is not quite what it was before the pandemic (we still are wearing masks at 10:30 and there is no
coffee hour), but we are able to sing the hymns as a congregation and receive Holy Communion from the front of the
church rather than a piece of bagel or wheat cracker with some grape juice at home. We are able to visit with other parishioners before and after worship be it inside or outside the church. We are able to share the Peace with more than a
text or a tweet or a comment in the livestream. In short, we are able to be the physically gathered body of Christ rather
than only the virtually gathered one we’ve had to be for the last 16 months.
September is right around the corner and with it will come Rally Sunday. We plan to fully open for in person
worship with minimal restrictions by September 12 as long as the current uptick in
cases recedes and the risk of spreading contagion is further minimized. I want to
encourage everyone who is currently not yet vaccinated to consider doing
so before coming back to in person worship both for the sake of your own
health and the health of our unvaccinated children who will be in Sunday
school. In the meantime, I invite all those who are vaccinated to begin reestablishing your previous Sunday morning habit of worshipping at church. The
reward is not just being “back in church” but also “being the church together.” So
many of those who have restarted worshipping in person have shared how much
more meaningful their worship experience is now that they can do so together
with others as we once did prior to March 15, 2020. I look forward to leading our
worship together on Sundays, whatever your habit may be.

Worship In The Home to End August 29

During the pandemic the ELCA provided online materials for Worship In The Home so that members of congregations without a livestream or other online worship options could remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy by hearing God’s word and reflecting on it. Pastor Wayne and Sandy DeDonatis used those online materials to create a paper version of the worship along with either a previous sermon or other reflection by Pastor Wayne for those members who did not have online access.
Now that the pandemic is nearing its close and most congregations have resumed in person worship,
the ELCA will be discontinuing the Worship In The Home resource at the end of August, and consequently, so will Our Savior. We hope those who received the materials found them useful in their Sunday worship routine and invite you to rejoin the congregation for in person worship, especially if you
are fully vaccinated.

Mustard Seed Community Childcare at Our Savior Ongoing Fundraiser at
Passariello’s, Haddonfield

August date is date is the 25th
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Reduce the Amount of Paper in Your Life
Do you know that 40% of the world’s commercially cut timber is used for paper? This endangers natural habitats and
uses a ton of water. Since it has become inexpensive to print, we do it without thinking. And less about thinking going
paperless. Think about your bank statements, the paper towels you use to clean the countertops, the junk mail you
haven’t opted out of and the way you wrap your presents. There are many areas where each of us can help to lessen
paper production.

Be the Change God’s World Needs

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior
204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 (856)429-5122 (voice) (856)429-7245(fax) www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org
Worship 9:15 AM Zoom Reflections, & 10:30 AM Facebook Live
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The Weeds of Convenience

I was very excited when LCOS decided to have a local mission trip so I could participate
without having to miss a Sunday. A lot of the work I did was ripping out weeds in front
of and around the Bridge Of Peace buildings. Most of it was where you would expect –
grass that hadn’t been edged leaning onto the pavement and determined weeds making
their way through the cracks. It was tedious, but made for very rewarding before-andafters. But just as I thought I was done, I realized that what I thought was just a grassy
area actually was a paved path leading to the back of the property. The grass had turned
into some sort of burned out green carpet that stubbornly covered up the path. If you
didn’t know what it was supposed to look like, you could just go on walking on the
grass, without even knowing what needed to be done in order to create a path to make it
more accessible to everyone. Several hours later, there was a path, and someone who was wheelchair bound could have
access to the back of the building.
I think so often we don’t bother to look closer to see the actual path that needs to be taken. The grass looks okay, and we
haven’t heard complaints. We don’t want to put in the hours and elbow grease to change something that looks just fine to
most people. We often don’t want to sing hymns or anthems that require us to really pay attention to a trickier melody or
words that were written with the intention to make us think. We may only turn on online church, even though at this
point it is safe to attend our services (especially our 8A.M. fully vaccinated worship service), because we can stay in our
pajamas and maybe even do several things around the house while listening on and off. We may not want to learn about
problematic policies, because doing so would mean accepting that we live in a flawed system in which some people are at
an advantage and others at a disadvantage. We would rather keep singing the same old easy songs and hearing the same
old sermons. We’re fine with the overgrown grass because clearing a path to help everyone requires work.
Jesus’s active ministry was only three years, but he always helped whenever someone asked him. He always actively
worked to heal the people around him and didn’t just accept the status quo or if something looked “fine” or “the way it’s
always been.” Even when it was inconvenient (remember when some people just lowered a guy through the roof so Jesus
could heal him? Bet that wasn’t on the to-do list that day!), Jesus actively worked to make things better and more just.
May we not just overlook the overgrown path and mistake it for grass. May we be ready to put in some elbow grease to
remove the weeds to make things more just and accessible for people. May our songs reflect not just a simple faith, but an
active faith. May we serve a God not of convenience, but one who strived to make things better for everyone. May we
truly be the hands of God’s work, as the ELCA motto says.
Pauline
Stewards of Stuff
Do you find yourself being a steward of your “stuff,” feeling tied down taking care of possessions? Owning
so much that you’re forced to invest time and more money in finding ways to organize all that you
have? Not wearing all the clothes that you own even once a season, yet buying more on fashion impulse? Reaching for your credit card to buy the latest version of the gadgets and electronics that already control our lives just to gain a few more bells and whistles?
Our financial resources, no matter how we obtained them, ultimately are gifts from God. Stewarding our stuff means
looking at how we’re choosing to use those gifts. After we’ve taken care of our basic needs and planned for the future,
are we to spend indiscriminately on whatever we want? Or are we to share so that others may survive?
Let’s take time this summer to reflect on how we’re using our money in our everyday lives. Today’s advertising encourages us to buy the newest version of the latest fads —to be consumers—but do we really need more stuff?
Matthew 6:19-21 tells us:
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Consider this: what if for one month we all only bought what was necessary—groceries, medications, gas? Think about
how much money we could save and how we could use it to better serve God and our neighbor.
Less “stuff” for us, more resources for God’s work.

Pack a Sacks

After taking a year off due to COVID the Social Ministry Committee is once again collecting
school supplies for IHOC (Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council) so please don’t throw
out your unused supplies-donate them. We were able to fill over 100 backpacks in 2019
through your generous donations, and we hope to exceed that amount this year. Please pick
up a shopping backpack and return it to the church by August 22nd. You do not need to
buy everything on the list, any donation will be accepted. There will be a big blue bin located
just inside the Wayne Ave entrance for donations. Thank you in advance for your
August 2021
support. Any questions please contact Stacey Shaw 609-980-5547.
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Please keep the following people in
your prayers:

Doris Rell, Mary McDaniel, Lee Sargent,
Mike & Arlene Stolarick, Dick Wilson,
Randi Gordon, Shirley Stambaugh, Don &
Caryl Wallace, Ethel Boyce, Doris Iarossi, Jon M., Colin Lawlor,
Amelia Marchese, Natalie Doherty, Albert Kern, Stephen Dempsey,
Michelle Mavis, John Rell, Kim, Lynn Hoppe Kaminski, Larry
Thatcher, Scott Hansen, Tom Levecchia, Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Faith
Marum DelPercio, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith Maull, Connie Verner, Jeffrey Gross, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika,
Saunders Family, Ed Miller, Aasiyah Bey, Barbara Kerrane, Sandy
Ferguson, Joanne Horn, Terry Mitchell, Ken Koehler, Bette Roncace,
Nicholas Juele, Frank Marche, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col.
Fred C. Anderson, Fred Moffitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy
Lombardo, John Daggan, Betty Schurmann, Elva Mastrando, Ryan
Roberts, Ann & Len Jones, Chuck Atkinson, Sophia Campos, William T family, David Wenck
Pantry Moving Forward:
As we safely emerge from the Pandemic,
we look back on lessons learned. One lesson we learned from the monthly grocery
gift cards for our Pantry Families, is that
they like the flexibility of the gift cards, ex
the option to buy fresh produce. We also know that there is
dignity in buying your own groceries.
Hybrid Method: Starting this September we have decided to
use a hybrid method for our Pantry Families.
• Instead of food delivery twice a month, we will pack and
deliver groceries once a month.
• Instead of utilizing the monetary donations to buy groceries
to keep the Pantry stocked, we will use the monetary donations for grocery gift cards (half of what they are currently
getting monthly).
Our Pantry Families are still in need. Please continue your
generous monetary donations. When you have the opportunity please continue to donate groceries to the grocery cart to
help re-stock the Pantry.

Pantry Grocery Needs:
• Canned Tuna
• Canned Chicken
• Canned Vegies
• Canned Fruit
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July Council Actions Synopsis

No Church Council Meetings in July and August.

Deodorant Collection

Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families
that are seen by Cooper Hospital's Pediatric Infectious
Disease Practice. Caring Hearts is hosting an outdoor
Back-to-School event planned for August 13th, to be
held at the Armitage Pavillion on the Collingswood side
of Cooper River Park near Route 130. LCOS has been
asked to contribute men's and women's deodorant, at
least 2 dozen of each. A collection box for Caring
Hearts is available on the shelves outside Parish Hall for
your donations. Deadline is August 8th. Thank you in
advance for your generosity. Contact Betsy Kuehn or
Eva Shaw for more information.

Thank you for Toothbrush and Toothpaste
Collection for Caring Hearts

Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families
that are seen by Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious
Disease Practice. We usually support the seasonal holiday parties by providing baked goods and refreshments
as well as a collected item (underwear, baby wipes, socks,
deodorant, and gifts from Advent Giving Tree) and provide assistance at these parties. We also support Caring
Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special
Christmas donation. We helped Caring Hearts prepare
and provide food for Thanksgiving dinners for families
served thru Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious Disease Practice. These events were all cancelled in 2020 due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
Caring Hearts assembled tote bags filled with various personal care products such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bars of soap, and deodorant that the Cooper
staff gave to families at their appointments in June. The
goal was to fill about 25 tote bags with these personal
care items. LCOS was asked to collect full size toothpaste (not the little sample toothpaste) and toothbrushes,
at least 25 of each. Thank you to LCOS members for
your generosity, we exceeded this goal with 54 toothpastes and 74 toothbrushes. Once the tote bags are filled,
the remainder of the toothpaste and toothbrushes will be
donated for Camp Bright Feathers and the Back-to-School Party in August. Camp Bright
Feathers is a week-long summer
camp in Medford, NJ for children affected by HIV/AIDS to
be held August 22-27.

Summer, summertime… is coming to an end....
September 13th is Rally Sunday! There are a lot of fun things planned for
our kickoff to the school year! We will be starting off the morning with
Sunday School registration at 9:30AM in the Parish Hall. You can also preregister on the church website starting August 15th. At 10:15 we will be
kicking off the School Year with our new Sunday School program! We
invite all 3 year olds to 6th graders to join us on the 3rd floor to start the
school year! During the 10:30 service, we will be doing a Backpack Blessing for students of all ages, as well as teachers. Please bring your backpack
to church with you so we can bless them for a successful school year! Following 10:30 worship we will be having an old
fashioned Block Party! We will be shutting down the street and having a BBQ! But not just a BBQ, we are having a
bounce house, water slide (whether pending), Dunk Tank with Pastor Wayne in the Tank and a few other surprises. So
how can you help? The Church will be providing the Hot Dogs and Burgers, we are asking you to bring either a side, salad or dessert. If your last name starts with A-M, please bring a side or salad. If your last name starts with N-Z, please
bring a dessert. We hope to see you all there! Remember, this is open to the whole congregation!
Help Wanted!
We are looking for a couple of Sunday School Teachers to help with the 3rd & 4th grade
class, as well as the 5th & 6th grade class! If you can help as a team teacher, please email me
at LCOSJAIME@GMAIL.COM. No experience necessary! All teaching materials will be
provided, so you do not have to have the Bible memorized and it is about a 2 hour a week
commitment.
Bring back the Acolytes!!!
I am very excited to announce starting in September, we will be inviting our acolytes back!! Please save the
date of September 12th at 6:30 for acolyte training! I am inviting all acolytes to attend because everyone
needs a refresher since it has been a LONG time!! Please let me know if you are able to attend or if your
child is interested in acolyting again. You can email me at LCOSJAIME@GMAIL.COM.
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LCOS JUNE FINANCIAL REPORT
NARRATIVE:
Monthly Revenue and Expense are approximately on Plan producing a monthly deficit of ($10,513). This result was
anticipated as we draw down on our PPP Loan. We anticipate our Revenue to be on Plan and Expense to be slightly
Below Plan with anticipated Income of $3,000.
REVISED
FINANCIAL
JUNE
YEAR TO DATE
YEAR END
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
PLAN
2021
2021
ESTIMATE
REVENUE
Envelopes
412,300
26,970
193,872
415,050
57,600
25
49,163
54,850
Other Income

What are you praying for?
How often do you pray in a day? If you asked me this question this past week, I would
have said about 100 times a day during the week. Have you ever noticed you pray more
in times of need or concern? Well this last week, I was in and out of Urgent Care and
doctor’s offices with Joseph more times than I want to count. Every time I was driving
to one of them, I was praying the whole drive. I was praying that Joseph would feel better and that he could take a deep breath easily. I was also praying that God would calm me down and help me be strong
when I was scared for my son’s health. After I had these moments with God in the car, I would feel a sense of calm
come over me. But now I am looking back at this last week and I am thinking, why do I call out to God the most when I
am scared or need something?
This is the human in me, I am quick to ask for help but how often do I praise God and thank God in prayer?
Not enough if I am being honest! So how do I fix this? It makes me think back to an article I wrote in the beginning of
the summer. I talked about being conscious about my daily devotions. Well I am going to be adding to this. I am going
to be conscious to thank God daily in my time that I feel most present with God. Starting this week, I am going to try
and write down 3 praises and 3 struggles. Some days I may have more or some days I may have less. I invite you to all
join me this month in this journey with me. My take away from this is that I can feel closer to God and continue to grow
my relationship with God daily. This can be a great way to do nighttime prayers as a family or prayer before dinner. Let
me know how this works out for you and your family.
August 2021 Messenger
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2021 EST
VARIANCE
2,750
(2,750)

Total Revenue

469,900

26,995

243,035

469,900

0

Salary & Benefits
Property
Administration
Ministries

310,091
50,000
41,800
68,009

25,356
3,421
3,978
4,753

151,083
26,613
21,832
28,510

305,896
47,500
45,300
68,204

(4,195)
(2,500)
3,500
195

Total Expense

469,900
0

37,508
(10,513)

228,038
14,997

466,900
3,000

(3,000)
3,000

EXPENSE

INCOME

August 2021 Regular Events
SUNDAYS
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sanctuary Worship &
10:30 Facebook Live

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS
10:30 AM Pastors’
Pericope

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

2:30 PM Staff
Meeting

9:15 Reflection Zoom

August 2021 Special Events
5
1

MONDAY
2

Reunited… and it feels so GOOD!
I look forward to starting Oasis back up in September! Our first meeting will be September 26th. Please
remember that Oasis is open to all 9th to 12th graders. Even if you have never attended before, please join
us! The full Oasis Schedule will be printed in the September Messenger.
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TUESDAY
3
7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

13

14

Pauline

Vacation

8-2 to 8-6

8

9

Jaime
10
7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

Vacation
11

8-3 to 8-5
12

15
Bon Baptism

16

17
2-4 Local Vocal-PH

18

19
Messenger Deadline

20

21

26
Messenger Mailing

27

28

7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

22

Pauline
29

Pauline

Pauline
23
Last Day of Summer
Camp

Vacation
30
6:30 Congregation
Resources Mtg.

Pastor vacation
Vacation

Vacation
24

8-16 to 8-31
25
11:00-8:00 Mustard
Seed Fundraiser at
Passariellos

31

Messenger Mailing Helpers:
8-30 to 9-5

Thanks to: Jane Evans, Laura Oakes,
Janie Braccio, Millie King, Peg Olt, Caryl
Wallace, Barb Standke, Nancy Dempsey,
Kathy Ellis, David Foster, Joyce Drew,
and Deb Hartigan for helping to assemble
the Messenger.

The monthly calendar is subject to change. Please check the weekly calendar posted in the Sunday bulletin.

Summer, summertime… is coming to an end....
September 13th is Rally Sunday! There are a lot of fun things planned for
our kickoff to the school year! We will be starting off the morning with
Sunday School registration at 9:30AM in the Parish Hall. You can also preregister on the church website starting August 15th. At 10:15 we will be
kicking off the School Year with our new Sunday School program! We
invite all 3 year olds to 6th graders to join us on the 3rd floor to start the
school year! During the 10:30 service, we will be doing a Backpack Blessing for students of all ages, as well as teachers. Please bring your backpack
to church with you so we can bless them for a successful school year! Following 10:30 worship we will be having an old
fashioned Block Party! We will be shutting down the street and having a BBQ! But not just a BBQ, we are having a
bounce house, water slide (whether pending), Dunk Tank with Pastor Wayne in the Tank and a few other surprises. So
how can you help? The Church will be providing the Hot Dogs and Burgers, we are asking you to bring either a side, salad or dessert. If your last name starts with A-M, please bring a side or salad. If your last name starts with N-Z, please
bring a dessert. We hope to see you all there! Remember, this is open to the whole congregation!
Help Wanted!
We are looking for a couple of Sunday School Teachers to help with the 3rd & 4th grade
class, as well as the 5th & 6th grade class! If you can help as a team teacher, please email me
at LCOSJAIME@GMAIL.COM. No experience necessary! All teaching materials will be
provided, so you do not have to have the Bible memorized and it is about a 2 hour a week
commitment.
Bring back the Acolytes!!!
I am very excited to announce starting in September, we will be inviting our acolytes back!! Please save the
date of September 12th at 6:30 for acolyte training! I am inviting all acolytes to attend because everyone
needs a refresher since it has been a LONG time!! Please let me know if you are able to attend or if your
child is interested in acolyting again. You can email me at LCOSJAIME@GMAIL.COM.
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LCOS JUNE FINANCIAL REPORT
NARRATIVE:
Monthly Revenue and Expense are approximately on Plan producing a monthly deficit of ($10,513). This result was
anticipated as we draw down on our PPP Loan. We anticipate our Revenue to be on Plan and Expense to be slightly
Below Plan with anticipated Income of $3,000.
REVISED
FINANCIAL
JUNE
YEAR TO DATE
YEAR END
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
PLAN
2021
2021
ESTIMATE
REVENUE
Envelopes
412,300
26,970
193,872
415,050
57,600
25
49,163
54,850
Other Income

What are you praying for?
How often do you pray in a day? If you asked me this question this past week, I would
have said about 100 times a day during the week. Have you ever noticed you pray more
in times of need or concern? Well this last week, I was in and out of Urgent Care and
doctor’s offices with Joseph more times than I want to count. Every time I was driving
to one of them, I was praying the whole drive. I was praying that Joseph would feel better and that he could take a deep breath easily. I was also praying that God would calm me down and help me be strong
when I was scared for my son’s health. After I had these moments with God in the car, I would feel a sense of calm
come over me. But now I am looking back at this last week and I am thinking, why do I call out to God the most when I
am scared or need something?
This is the human in me, I am quick to ask for help but how often do I praise God and thank God in prayer?
Not enough if I am being honest! So how do I fix this? It makes me think back to an article I wrote in the beginning of
the summer. I talked about being conscious about my daily devotions. Well I am going to be adding to this. I am going
to be conscious to thank God daily in my time that I feel most present with God. Starting this week, I am going to try
and write down 3 praises and 3 struggles. Some days I may have more or some days I may have less. I invite you to all
join me this month in this journey with me. My take away from this is that I can feel closer to God and continue to grow
my relationship with God daily. This can be a great way to do nighttime prayers as a family or prayer before dinner. Let
me know how this works out for you and your family.
August 2021 Messenger
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2021 EST
VARIANCE
2,750
(2,750)

Total Revenue

469,900

26,995

243,035

469,900

0

Salary & Benefits
Property
Administration
Ministries

310,091
50,000
41,800
68,009

25,356
3,421
3,978
4,753

151,083
26,613
21,832
28,510

305,896
47,500
45,300
68,204

(4,195)
(2,500)
3,500
195

Total Expense

469,900
0

37,508
(10,513)

228,038
14,997

466,900
3,000

(3,000)
3,000

EXPENSE

INCOME

August 2021 Regular Events
SUNDAYS
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sanctuary Worship &
10:30 Facebook Live

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS
10:30 AM Pastors’
Pericope

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

2:30 PM Staff
Meeting

9:15 Reflection Zoom

August 2021 Special Events
5
1

MONDAY
2

Reunited… and it feels so GOOD!
I look forward to starting Oasis back up in September! Our first meeting will be September 26th. Please
remember that Oasis is open to all 9th to 12th graders. Even if you have never attended before, please join
us! The full Oasis Schedule will be printed in the September Messenger.
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TUESDAY
3
7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

13

14

Pauline

Vacation

8-2 to 8-6

8

9

Jaime
10
7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

Vacation
11

8-3 to 8-5
12

15
Bon Baptism

16

17
2-4 Local Vocal-PH

18

19
Messenger Deadline

20

21

26
Messenger Mailing

27

28

7:00-9:00 PM
Toastmasters

22

Pauline
29

Pauline

Pauline
23
Last Day of Summer
Camp

Vacation
30
6:30 Congregation
Resources Mtg.

Pastor vacation
Vacation

Vacation
24

8-16 to 8-31
25
11:00-8:00 Mustard
Seed Fundraiser at
Passariellos

31

Messenger Mailing Helpers:
8-30 to 9-5

Thanks to: Jane Evans, Laura Oakes,
Janie Braccio, Millie King, Peg Olt, Caryl
Wallace, Barb Standke, Nancy Dempsey,
Kathy Ellis, David Foster, Joyce Drew,
and Deb Hartigan for helping to assemble
the Messenger.

The monthly calendar is subject to change. Please check the weekly calendar posted in the Sunday bulletin.

The Weeds of Convenience

I was very excited when LCOS decided to have a local mission trip so I could participate
without having to miss a Sunday. A lot of the work I did was ripping out weeds in front
of and around the Bridge Of Peace buildings. Most of it was where you would expect –
grass that hadn’t been edged leaning onto the pavement and determined weeds making
their way through the cracks. It was tedious, but made for very rewarding before-andafters. But just as I thought I was done, I realized that what I thought was just a grassy
area actually was a paved path leading to the back of the property. The grass had turned
into some sort of burned out green carpet that stubbornly covered up the path. If you
didn’t know what it was supposed to look like, you could just go on walking on the
grass, without even knowing what needed to be done in order to create a path to make it
more accessible to everyone. Several hours later, there was a path, and someone who was wheelchair bound could have
access to the back of the building.
I think so often we don’t bother to look closer to see the actual path that needs to be taken. The grass looks okay, and we
haven’t heard complaints. We don’t want to put in the hours and elbow grease to change something that looks just fine to
most people. We often don’t want to sing hymns or anthems that require us to really pay attention to a trickier melody or
words that were written with the intention to make us think. We may only turn on online church, even though at this
point it is safe to attend our services (especially our 8A.M. fully vaccinated worship service), because we can stay in our
pajamas and maybe even do several things around the house while listening on and off. We may not want to learn about
problematic policies, because doing so would mean accepting that we live in a flawed system in which some people are at
an advantage and others at a disadvantage. We would rather keep singing the same old easy songs and hearing the same
old sermons. We’re fine with the overgrown grass because clearing a path to help everyone requires work.
Jesus’s active ministry was only three years, but he always helped whenever someone asked him. He always actively
worked to heal the people around him and didn’t just accept the status quo or if something looked “fine” or “the way it’s
always been.” Even when it was inconvenient (remember when some people just lowered a guy through the roof so Jesus
could heal him? Bet that wasn’t on the to-do list that day!), Jesus actively worked to make things better and more just.
May we not just overlook the overgrown path and mistake it for grass. May we be ready to put in some elbow grease to
remove the weeds to make things more just and accessible for people. May our songs reflect not just a simple faith, but an
active faith. May we serve a God not of convenience, but one who strived to make things better for everyone. May we
truly be the hands of God’s work, as the ELCA motto says.
Pauline
Stewards of Stuff
Do you find yourself being a steward of your “stuff,” feeling tied down taking care of possessions? Owning
so much that you’re forced to invest time and more money in finding ways to organize all that you
have? Not wearing all the clothes that you own even once a season, yet buying more on fashion impulse? Reaching for your credit card to buy the latest version of the gadgets and electronics that already control our lives just to gain a few more bells and whistles?
Our financial resources, no matter how we obtained them, ultimately are gifts from God. Stewarding our stuff means
looking at how we’re choosing to use those gifts. After we’ve taken care of our basic needs and planned for the future,
are we to spend indiscriminately on whatever we want? Or are we to share so that others may survive?
Let’s take time this summer to reflect on how we’re using our money in our everyday lives. Today’s advertising encourages us to buy the newest version of the latest fads —to be consumers—but do we really need more stuff?
Matthew 6:19-21 tells us:
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Consider this: what if for one month we all only bought what was necessary—groceries, medications, gas? Think about
how much money we could save and how we could use it to better serve God and our neighbor.
Less “stuff” for us, more resources for God’s work.

Pack a Sacks

After taking a year off due to COVID the Social Ministry Committee is once again collecting
school supplies for IHOC (Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council) so please don’t throw
out your unused supplies-donate them. We were able to fill over 100 backpacks in 2019
through your generous donations, and we hope to exceed that amount this year. Please pick
up a shopping backpack and return it to the church by August 22nd. You do not need to
buy everything on the list, any donation will be accepted. There will be a big blue bin located
just inside the Wayne Ave entrance for donations. Thank you in advance for your
August 2021
support. Any questions please contact Stacey Shaw 609-980-5547.
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Please keep the following people in
your prayers:

Doris Rell, Mary McDaniel, Lee Sargent,
Mike & Arlene Stolarick, Dick Wilson,
Randi Gordon, Shirley Stambaugh, Don &
Caryl Wallace, Ethel Boyce, Doris Iarossi, Jon M., Colin Lawlor,
Amelia Marchese, Natalie Doherty, Albert Kern, Stephen Dempsey,
Michelle Mavis, John Rell, Kim, Lynn Hoppe Kaminski, Larry
Thatcher, Scott Hansen, Tom Levecchia, Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Faith
Marum DelPercio, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith Maull, Connie Verner, Jeffrey Gross, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika,
Saunders Family, Ed Miller, Aasiyah Bey, Barbara Kerrane, Sandy
Ferguson, Joanne Horn, Terry Mitchell, Ken Koehler, Bette Roncace,
Nicholas Juele, Frank Marche, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col.
Fred C. Anderson, Fred Moffitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy
Lombardo, John Daggan, Betty Schurmann, Elva Mastrando, Ryan
Roberts, Ann & Len Jones, Chuck Atkinson, Sophia Campos, William T family, David Wenck
Pantry Moving Forward:
As we safely emerge from the Pandemic,
we look back on lessons learned. One lesson we learned from the monthly grocery
gift cards for our Pantry Families, is that
they like the flexibility of the gift cards, ex
the option to buy fresh produce. We also know that there is
dignity in buying your own groceries.
Hybrid Method: Starting this September we have decided to
use a hybrid method for our Pantry Families.
• Instead of food delivery twice a month, we will pack and
deliver groceries once a month.
• Instead of utilizing the monetary donations to buy groceries
to keep the Pantry stocked, we will use the monetary donations for grocery gift cards (half of what they are currently
getting monthly).
Our Pantry Families are still in need. Please continue your
generous monetary donations. When you have the opportunity please continue to donate groceries to the grocery cart to
help re-stock the Pantry.

Pantry Grocery Needs:
• Canned Tuna
• Canned Chicken
• Canned Vegies
• Canned Fruit
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July Council Actions Synopsis

No Church Council Meetings in July and August.

Deodorant Collection

Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families
that are seen by Cooper Hospital's Pediatric Infectious
Disease Practice. Caring Hearts is hosting an outdoor
Back-to-School event planned for August 13th, to be
held at the Armitage Pavillion on the Collingswood side
of Cooper River Park near Route 130. LCOS has been
asked to contribute men's and women's deodorant, at
least 2 dozen of each. A collection box for Caring
Hearts is available on the shelves outside Parish Hall for
your donations. Deadline is August 8th. Thank you in
advance for your generosity. Contact Betsy Kuehn or
Eva Shaw for more information.

Thank you for Toothbrush and Toothpaste
Collection for Caring Hearts

Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families
that are seen by Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious
Disease Practice. We usually support the seasonal holiday parties by providing baked goods and refreshments
as well as a collected item (underwear, baby wipes, socks,
deodorant, and gifts from Advent Giving Tree) and provide assistance at these parties. We also support Caring
Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special
Christmas donation. We helped Caring Hearts prepare
and provide food for Thanksgiving dinners for families
served thru Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious Disease Practice. These events were all cancelled in 2020 due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
Caring Hearts assembled tote bags filled with various personal care products such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bars of soap, and deodorant that the Cooper
staff gave to families at their appointments in June. The
goal was to fill about 25 tote bags with these personal
care items. LCOS was asked to collect full size toothpaste (not the little sample toothpaste) and toothbrushes,
at least 25 of each. Thank you to LCOS members for
your generosity, we exceeded this goal with 54 toothpastes and 74 toothbrushes. Once the tote bags are filled,
the remainder of the toothpaste and toothbrushes will be
donated for Camp Bright Feathers and the Back-to-School Party in August. Camp Bright
Feathers is a week-long summer
camp in Medford, NJ for children affected by HIV/AIDS to
be held August 22-27.

“The Power of Habit”

August 2021

By Pastor Wayne Zschech

Ever wonder why we do what we do? I’ve been re-reading the book The Power of Habit: why we do what we do
in life and business by Charles Duhigg and contemplating how the Coronavirus pandemic has impacted our
habits, especially when it comes to worship. But first, why do we do what we do habitually? Duhigg explains all habits are basically three parts. “First, there is a cue, a trigger that tells your brain to go into automatic mode and
which habit to use. Then there is a routine, which can be physical or mental or emotional. Finally, there is a reward, which
helps your brain figure out if this particular loop is worth remembering for the future.” One example was how Febreeze
added a fresh scent to their spray so that when a person finished cleaning a room or making a bed (the cue) they would
spray Febreeze on the carpet or bedspread (routine) and smell the fresh scent (reward) that indicated the room was not
only clean but smelled fresh too. Craving that fresh scent in one’s home perpetuated the habit of using Febreeze in one’s
cleaning routine.
When it came to worship prior to the pandemic our Sunday habit cycle may have been waking up on Sunday
morning (the cue), going to church and sitting in the pew and participating in worship and/or talking with other parishioners at Coffee Hour or outside either after or before worship (the routine), and experiencing a deeper connection with
God and God’s people as a result of the experience (the reward). However, during the pandemic the cue and reward remained relatively the same, but the routine changed significantly. Instead of the process involved with physically going to
church and engaging with people in person, the routine likely became one of setting up your computer or casting it to
your television at about 10:29 and then participating in the worship from the comfort of your family room chair or sofa
in your pajamas. For those receiving the Worship In The Home materials it may have been similar to the above but instead of participating in the livestream you used the materials to have a prolonged devotional time similar to the material
provided in the Christ in Our Home devotional books.
Now the routine is not quite what it was before the pandemic (we still are wearing masks at 10:30 and there is no
coffee hour), but we are able to sing the hymns as a congregation and receive Holy Communion from the front of the
church rather than a piece of bagel or wheat cracker with some grape juice at home. We are able to visit with other parishioners before and after worship be it inside or outside the church. We are able to share the Peace with more than a
text or a tweet or a comment in the livestream. In short, we are able to be the physically gathered body of Christ rather
than only the virtually gathered one we’ve had to be for the last 16 months.
September is right around the corner and with it will come Rally Sunday. We plan to fully open for in person
worship with minimal restrictions by September 12 as long as the current uptick in
cases recedes and the risk of spreading contagion is further minimized. I want to
encourage everyone who is currently not yet vaccinated to consider doing
so before coming back to in person worship both for the sake of your own
health and the health of our unvaccinated children who will be in Sunday
school. In the meantime, I invite all those who are vaccinated to begin reestablishing your previous Sunday morning habit of worshipping at church. The
reward is not just being “back in church” but also “being the church together.” So
many of those who have restarted worshipping in person have shared how much
more meaningful their worship experience is now that they can do so together
with others as we once did prior to March 15, 2020. I look forward to leading our
worship together on Sundays, whatever your habit may be.

Worship In The Home to End August 29

During the pandemic the ELCA provided online materials for Worship In The Home so that members of congregations without a livestream or other online worship options could remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy by hearing God’s word and reflecting on it. Pastor Wayne and Sandy DeDonatis used those online materials to create a paper version of the worship along with either a previous sermon or other reflection by Pastor Wayne for those members who did not have online access.
Now that the pandemic is nearing its close and most congregations have resumed in person worship,
the ELCA will be discontinuing the Worship In The Home resource at the end of August, and consequently, so will Our Savior. We hope those who received the materials found them useful in their Sunday worship routine and invite you to rejoin the congregation for in person worship, especially if you
are fully vaccinated.

Mustard Seed Community Childcare at Our Savior Ongoing Fundraiser at
Passariello’s, Haddonfield

August date is date is the 25th

August 2021
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Reduce the Amount of Paper in Your Life
Do you know that 40% of the world’s commercially cut timber is used for paper? This endangers natural habitats and
uses a ton of water. Since it has become inexpensive to print, we do it without thinking. And less about thinking going
paperless. Think about your bank statements, the paper towels you use to clean the countertops, the junk mail you
haven’t opted out of and the way you wrap your presents. There are many areas where each of us can help to lessen
paper production.

Be the Change God’s World Needs

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior
204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 (856)429-5122 (voice) (856)429-7245(fax) www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org
Worship 9:15 AM Zoom Reflections, & 10:30 AM Facebook Live
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Time Sensitive Material Enclosed Mailed July 22, 2021

Preparing for Sanctuary Worship Reopening in September – GET VACCINATED

Address Service Requested

Aug 1
Aug 1
Aug 1
Aug 2
Aug 2
Aug 4
Aug 5
Aug 5
Aug 6
Aug 6
Aug 6
Aug 7
Aug 7
Aug 7
Aug 7
Aug 8
Aug 9
Aug 10
Aug 10
Aug 10
Aug 10
Aug 11
Aug 11
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 13

The Parish

Aug 13
Aug 14
Aug 14
Aug 14
Aug 14
Aug 15
Aug 15
Aug 15
Aug 16
Aug 16
Aug 16
Aug 16
Aug 16
Aug 17
Aug 17
Aug 17
Aug 18
Aug 20
Aug 20
Aug 21
Aug 21

Susan Hugo
John DiCrescenzo
Ben Foskett
Kayann Laughlin
Cynthia Murphy
Erin Angstadt
Joseph Kiernan
Vandon Schaeffer
Ryan Angstadt
Hailey Meyer
Eleanor Trevena
Avery Visconti
Dick Wilson
Linda Doherty
Scarlett Jones
Andrew Smith
Susan Roeloffs
Grace Glass
Robert Williams
Michael Bare
Dan Cook

Aug 21
Aug 22
Aug 22
Aug 23
Aug 23
Aug 23
Aug 23
Aug 24
Aug 24
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 25
Aug 26
Aug 26
Aug 26
Aug 27
Aug 27
Aug 28
Aug 28
Aug 28
Aug 29
Aug 29
Aug 31
Aug 31
Aug 31
Aug 31

Bobbi-Jean Newsham
Jack Fetter
Brendan Newton
Caroline Berger
Harry Ellis
JoAnna Howley
Kate Morris
Jessica Howley
Susan Proko
John Rishel
Deborah Hartigan
Peaches Larro
Alison Angelone
Valerie Cain
Mike Jones
Ava Millard
Heather Morgan
Jeff Gross
Layla Rose Richards
Evan Turner
Linda Powell
Ingrid Wutz
Casey Dickerson
Susan Martusus
Donna Rickert
Kimberly Wutz

As we prepare to fully reopen worship in September the Worship and Music Committee, Council, and Pastor Wayne all
agree the safety of the congregation remains an utmost importance, and we pray it is the same for our congregation
members. The Delta variant of the Coronavirus is proving to be more highly contagious and the strain that is infecting
and hospitalizing the non-vaccinated at an extremely high rate. As such, all members are strongly encouraged to get
vaccinated for their own health safety and the safety of our children not yet eligible for vaccination.
REMINDER FOR AUGUST WORSHIP: The 10:30 worship service still requires everyone attending to wear a mask so
please enter the building wearing your mask and for the duration of worship. There have been some Sundays in July
where everyone was fully vaccinated and masks were deemed optional, but this puts those who are unvaccinated in an
awkward situation. Therefore, the 10:30 worship in August remains a masked worship service.
In September Our Savior plans to move forward with fully reopening sanctuary worship and Sunday school providing
there is no surge in the Delta variant that warrants remaining at our current restrictions. The protocols for worship beginning in September are as follows:
BEFORE ATTENDING: DO NOT ATTEND WORSHIP IF YOU HAVE:
• A temperature over 100F.
• Non-allergy related coughing and sneezing.
• Shortness of breath.
• Been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in past 2 weeks.
• A higher risk for severe illness.
8:00, 9:15, & 10:30 WORSHIP TIMES: FULLY VACCINATED WORSHIPPERS
• Masks worn at your discretion.
• All pews available for seating.
• Congregational singing of liturgy and hymns.
• Holy Communion by intinction from Pastor or by self-contained cup/wafer in pew.
8:00, 9:15, & 10:30 WORSHIP TIMES: NON-VACCINATED WORSHIPPERS
• Masks worn to protect your health and health of unvaccinated children
• All pews available for seating.
• Refrain from congregational singing of liturgy and hymns to reduce water vapor dispersion
• Holy Communion by intinction from Pastor or by self-contained cup/wafer in pew.
The 9:15 Reflections Worship will continue to provide a Zoom link for worshippers to participate in worship even
though in-person attendance will be resuming. The Zoom link will remain on our website.
The 10:30 Worship will continue to provide a Livestream participation with a link on the website indefinitely going forward as many have found this to be an excellent way to “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy” when physical
attendance is not an option.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

