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7 to be Affirm Their Baptism in Rite of Confirmation
June 5 at 10:30 Worship

Address Service Requested

On June 5 at the 10:30 worship seven eighth graders will participate in the Affirmation of Baptism rite, otherwise known as Confirmation, as they enter a new phase in their journey as Christian disciples. We look forward to the ministry we will do together in the years to come and wish
them all the best. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they prepare for their big day; Alison
Bogina, Aaron Demers, Julianna Martinsen, Lily Morgan, Garrett Needham, Erin Ryan,
McKayla Wilkers.

Minister’s Monday Musings
and Thursday Thoughts Resume in June

After a long hiatus Pastor Wayne will resume posting a
Minister’s Musings on Mondays and then a Theological
Thoughts on Thursdays on the church’s Facebook Live
page. They will be short little meditations or reflections
on a topic that appears relevant to the time we are in. If
you have a question you’d like Pastor Wayne to address
on either day please feel free to send him an email (wzschech@yahoo.com) with
your comment or question.
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Owen Oakes
Sally Cottone
Nora Deery
Kathryn Laughlin
Connie Wolf
Caleigh Brown
Brandon Quanci
Linda Nelson
Lexi Schaffer
Roni Schaffer
Karen Koval
Janice Meyer
Joseph Morgan
Daniel Cook
Lily Gallagher
Caitlin Hargrave
Donald Richards
Lori Giamboy
Haley Qualls
Jen Smith
Betty Giambrone
Aaron Demers
Brooklyn Mirabello
Jeff Spence
Ryan Lynch
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Jeanette Leeds
Claire Newton
Andrew Pietrangelo
Lorraine Miano
Nancy Olsen
Bill Cowan
Lorraine Schmeck
Nicholas Newell
Patricia Ilves-Corressel
Erica Doyle
Connor Stine
Eric Broschard
Mary Elizabeth Glass
Sandy Graeber
Michael Fallon
Cheryl Hastings
Lee Sargent
Catherine Bare
Juhan Runne
Caralyn Baine
Michele DiGirolamo
Alianna Miller
Brooke Warren
Julia Kiewel
Ava Spence

Want to Help Our Savior’s Ukrainian Refugees? Here’s How!

Last month the article in the Messenger shared the background and status of the intergenerational refugee family of seven from the Ukraine that are living in Our Savior’s parsonage with Pastor Wayne and Kate. Several members of the congregation have asked, “How can I help? What do they need?” Now that their Temporary Protective Status applications
and Work Authorization forms are in the process of being filed and summer is close upon us, Pastor Wayne and Kate
have come up with a list of potential ways the congregation can help the family over the summer months.
Grocery Store Gift Cards: The two stores they shop most exclusively are Acme (within walking distance) and at
Wegman’s (going with the Zschech’s). Other store cards work too, but for food these are the primary two stores they
use.
Recreation Options: There is a lot of stress that comes with being a refugee that having an opportunity to let off some
steam and just have fun is just as beneficial as food and clothing. Going to an amusement or water park, inviting them to
join you at your pool or come over your house to do the same can be a great way to relax. If you have a shore or mountain home you can invite them to enjoy for a day or two that would be phenomenal. Mark is a huge soccer fan so if you
are too and want to invite him to a Union game that would be great.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

“When a Flag Can Symbolize a Safe Place”

By Pastor Wayne
He passed me on my way from the church to the parsonage. As I looked back toward the church, I noticed he had stopped at the corner and was looking at our church sign. No. Not the church sign, but the
little rainbow garden flag that reads, “ALL ARE WELCOME HERE.” He even pulled out his phone
to take a picture of it. Odd. But I was hungry for lunch and didn’t really have time to follow up on this.
The next day when I checked my voicemail, I got the explanation. The caller identified himself and the
gist of what he said started as follows; “I noticed your rainbow flag outside your church with the words,
“All are welcome here” on them and I just wanted to tell you that I think…” My gut was ready for the
punch. So many times, I’ve received voicemails like what I thought this one would be. Someone noticing our advocacy for
an issue that conservative Christians believe to be contrary to Scripture or the tradition of the church. I was preparing myself
for what I thought would be his next words, “…this display of support for homosexuals is contrary to what God tells us in
Scripture,” to which he would then quote me the misinterpreted books chapters and verses that have been used as proof
texts, or “clobber” verses by which conservatives try to clobber Christians with a deeper understanding of the depth of
God’s love and acceptance found in Scripture.
But that’s not what he said. Instead, he said, “I think this is the best depiction of what the love of Jesus looks like for people
to see.” Mind. Blown! He went on to say he hoped he could talk with me about how I can talk with his organization as they
are currently dealing with division over acceptance of immigration issues. Who would have thought a little rainbow garden
flag could communicate so impactfully the love and grace of Christ.
Then again, that is why the Justice and Peace Ministry Team sought to have one hung. My initial gut reaction was based on
previous experiences of conservative Christians judging actions of love and acceptance of those deemed “sinful” as an incorrect practice of the church. If that was my gut fear, imagine the fear those who are members of the LGBTQIA community
likely have toward any church? How would they know one church over another is a potentially safe place to attend worship,
participate in the ministry of the Gospel, and be accepted as a child of God like anyone else?
Hence the rainbow flag. We hope people recognize this flag as a symbol of Our Savior being a safe place for anyone to experience the love of God in Christ, including members of the LGBTQIA community. And it’s beginning to be recognized. Recently in a Collingswood Facebook page post a same-sex couple was inquiring if there were any churches in the area readers
knew would be willing to baptize their child even though the parents are lesbian. Three of our members replied, “My church
does!” And we do. And we also welcome them to the Lord’s Table and the Marriage altar. We hope in the month of June
during Pride Month to communicate that even more.
June is Pride Month and Our Savior’s Justice and Peace Ministry will be hosting several events and opportunities to explore
what it means to be a congregation that strives to welcome all people regardless of their sexual orientation or identity. I encourage you to check out the Pride Month activities listed below and especially to join members in the Haddon Township
Pride Parade on June 9 at 6:00. Just as the Stars and Stripes are a symbol of safety to the Ukrainian refugees who live with us,
these days I pray those in the LGBTQIA community experience the same safety, love and acceptance at Our Savior as symbolized by our little rainbow garden flag. May its words always be found true; All are welcome here because God welcomes
all into the kingdom of God.

LCOS Celebrates Pride Month!

This year, we will have weekly events in June for our second annual Pride month! With the exception of the Haddon Township Pride Parade (June 9th at 6pm), all events are on Wednesdays
at 7pm. For all events except the book discussion and presentation, an RSVP would be helpful,
so we know how many people to expect - please email Pauline at pworusski@gmail.com.
We will kick off Pride Month June 1st at 7pm with a Pride and Paint Party where we will tiedye LCOS T-shirts in Pride colors and enjoy some fellowship and refreshments. You can pick up your finished shirt at
church that Sunday or before joining us for the parade.
LCOS is a sponsor at this year’s Haddon Township Pride events, which means we will be marching in the parade! Join us (in
your tie-dyed shirt or another Pride themed shirt) in marching in this joyful event on June 9th at 6pm. Let Pauline know if
you are interested in marching, so we can let you know about the details for the starting point, etc.
On June 15th at 7pm, our LCOS book club will be discussing ELCA pastor Emmy Kegler”s memoir “One Coin Found.”
Kegler tells her story of growing up in the church as a queer woman and learning how Scripture can be used to wound and
exclude and her faith journey leading to healing. Books can be picked up at church.
Collingswood’s PFLAG chapter will be holding a presentation at LCOS on June 22nd at 7pm called “Pronouns Matter.” A
family team will give individual and lived perspectives on pronouns and their importance to the transgender/non-binary
community. What do the pronouns following a name really mean? Come to this presentation and learn how to promote a
more gender inclusive society. The presentation includes an interactive google slide show followed by questions and answers.
We will have a wrap-up event (both in person and on Zoom) on June 29th at 7pm to discuss what went well as well as start
planning for next year.
We hope you can join us in expressing our love for the entire human family as our God loves and welcomes all, and will celebrate with us this June!
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For God’s People And God’s Planet And God’s Animals

On June 5th , 2022 we celebrate World Environmental Day!
What might that be about?
This is a global scale to celebrate, protect, and restore OUR EARTH!
Nature and the domino effect – biodiversity and why it matters?
We, all God’s creations are a living web, depending and effecting one another.
We have #ONLY ONE EARTH – please take care of it!

Be The CHANGE God’s World Needs !!
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior
204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 (856)429-5122 (voice) (856)429-7245(fax) www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org
Worship 9:15 AM Zoom Reflections, & 10:30 AM Facebook Live
CHURCH COUNCIL
John Drozdal
Paul Knauer
Shannon Foskett
Ann Querns
Rich Morris
Barbara Standke
Scott Goldthorp
Lourdes Starr-Demers
Millie King
Pam Cowan
Cathe Bare
Rachael Simpkins

Vice President/Personnel
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Secretary
Christian Education
Communications
Church Property
Social Ministry
Congregation Resources
Fellowship Together
Worship & Music
Youth Representative

john.drozdal@gmail.com
prknauer@gmail.com
sgfoskett@yahoo.com
ahodulik@gmail.com
richardmorris2073@gmail.com
barjon302@gmail.com
goldthorp@gmail.com
lourdes.starr.demers@gmail.com
mmking0105@gmail.com
bcowan0712@gmail.com
b45away@gmail.com
rachaelsimpkins1924@gmail.com

612-804-7324
856-427-6595
856-904-1828
856-905-5115
856-429-1175
267-474-3566
267-218-4683
215-219-4444
856-669-7794
856-332-7519
609-238-6527
856-287-0525

Nancy Gulick
Karin LaBarge
Jeanette Jones
Danielle Deery
Gary Visconti
Bobbi Newsham
Rich Windle
Paul Knauer
John Drozdal
Pastor Wayne Zschech

Chair
Financial Secretary
Secretary

nvgulick@gmail.com
klabarge160@gmail.com
gljjjones@comcast. Net
danielledeery@gmail.com
volsconti@yahoo.com
bcn71@aol.com
r.windle@southwarkmetal.com
paul_knauer@pmagroup.com
john.drozdal@gmail.com
wzschech@yahoo.com

609-238-0184
856-428-4709
856-795-5294
317-414-7906
856-419-8235
609-828-5244
215-416-7417
856-427-6595
609-238-0184
856-429-7851

MEMORIAL GIFTS BOARD

Ex-officio
Vice President/Personnel
Advisory member

The Rev. Wayne Zschech, D. Min
Vicar Tom Natalini
Sandy DeDonatis
Pauline Worusski
Bob Dempsey
Nick Heinze
Shirley Clinkscales
Don Richards
Eva Shaw

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER LEADERS
Pastor
wzschech@yahoo.com
Intern
tnatalini@uls.edu
Parish Administrator
lcossandy@gmail.com
Director of Music
pworusski@gmail.com
Bookkeeper
robertdemp@verizon.net
Communications Tech. nicholasheinze1@outlook.com
Nursery Attendant
Custodian/Sexton
dlrich1@msn.com
Altar Guild
eslohboy@verizon.net

856-429-7851
484-682-9320
856-429-5122
404-931-2317
856-246-8543
856-616-0052
856-365-5392
856-577-1149
856-428-9434

Mustard Seed Community Childcare

June 2022

Summer Camp
Needed Counselors and Junior Counselors
If you know of a college or high school student who is looking for a summer job and likes to work
with children than send them the way of Mustard Seed. Camp begins on June 27th and runs through
August 19th. Call Donna Marie Clancy 856-669-4491 or email director@mustardseedccos.org.
KED
We celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week with our KED teachers. The Board of Trustees provided lunch for the teachers one day during the week. The teachers are a major reason for the success of Mustard Seed’s KED program. The
teachers are wrapping up the school year this month with a month full of fun activities. It has been a wonderful year
watching our little ones grow from small seeds into blossoming trees. They came in September timid and shy and now
are outgoing and ready for First Grade.

EPIC

The EPIC (Experienced Persons in Community) Group looks forward to seeing your smiling
faces whenever you can join us; our last get together will be on Tuesday, June 28 at noon for
another enjoyable lunch and afternoon of cards, bingo, Mexican Train, and fellowship. Each
month we meet on the 4th Tuesday. Invite your friends of all ages to join us, the more the merrier! Watch for our Fall schedule in the August Messenger.
It would be helpful for me if you would RSVP a week before the scheduled date so that I can
purchase enough food and drinks for everyone.
Peg Hartmann: 856-745-2459 - mamahart16@comcast.net

My Father’s House Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who continue to make the LCOS My Father’s House Meals Ministry a success! We are always welcoming new volunteers to prepare simple meals
for 16 of the women in MFH’s substance abuse recovery program. If you are unable to deliver your meal,
we will arrange for a volunteer to deliver it to MFH for you! We also need volunteers who can drive the
meals to Gloucester City when the meal maker isn’t able to. Please contact Kathy and Amelia Wright at
856-325-0496 or kathyandgregwright@gmail.com for more information, or visit https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845a4af2ba31-myfathers to sign up. Dates are now available through the end of 2022.
Snack Sacks for My Father’s House My Father’s House clients who aren’t at the center on meal-delivery day would
also appreciate a snack and a drink when they come in for their appointments, so we’ve started a “Snack Sacks” collection.
If you would like to help, please assemble 24 brown lunch bags with one salty and one sweet non-perishable, pre-sealed
snack, and keep 24 bottled drinks (water, iced tea, gatorade, etc.) separate. Please feel free to add a note of encouragement, draw a picture, or decorate the bags with stickers!
Please email Amelia Wright at ameliaewright11@gmail.com with questions, or visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaaa82aa0f9cf8-snack to sign up. Thank you!

Parish Messenger
Please keep the following people in
your prayers:

Matula Family, Charlotte Needham, Walt
Haswell, Clive Crosby, Doris Rell, Dick Wilson, Randi Gordon, Shirley Stambaugh, Caryl
Wallace, Lee Sargent, Julia MacNamara, Shellee Conley, Steven Alutore, Brenda Jarger, Dale Runge, Lois Cummins, the people of Ukraine,
Barbara Riper, Suzanne Ferguson, Rich DeBella, Ralph Volpe, Charles
Bakes, Samantha, Jack Kain, Peggy Miller, Rosemary Dougherty, Caren
Kaufman, Colin Lawlor, Amelia Marchese, Albert Kern, Michelle Mavis,
John Rell, Kim, Lynn Hoppe Kaminski, Larry Thatcher, Scott Hansen,
Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith Maull,
Connie Verner, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika, Saunders
Family, Ed Miller, Aasiyah Bey, Barbara Kerrane, Sandy Ferguson, Joanne Horn, Terry Mitchell, Ken Koehler, Bette Roncace, Nicholas Juele,
Frank Marche, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col. Fred C. Anderson,
Fred Moffitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy Lombardo, John Daggan, Betty Schurmann, Elva Mastrando, Ryan Roberts, Chuck Atkinson,
Sophia Campos, William T family, David Wenck

Pantry

The LCOS Pantry is Going Green!
The times, they are a changing! Like the rest
of NJ, the Pantry is transitioning to using reusable grocery bags, and we can all help. The
first step in this process is asking you to donate new or used re-usable grocery-sized bags. Just place your
bags in the shopping cart in the foyer when you bring in your
food donations.
Please do your part to help Our Savior reduce its carbon footprint. Thank you in advance for supporting the Pantry and for
being a dedicated steward of our earth and our neighbors.
•
•
•
•
•

Canned fruit, peas, carrots, mixed
Tuna & Canned Meat
Cereal, TP
Rice Packets, paper towels
Gift Cards & Monetary Donations

Simply Giving Online Options Update Reminder – Refugee Fund Added

The Congregation Resources Ministry Team updated the Simply Giving online options for giving
electronically through our website. The site provides four different groups with various funds for
potential contributions, along with extensive options within each group for specific ways to support
ministry at Our Savior. Check it out!
GENERAL MINISTRY: Supports the financial costs associated with regular program and staff
ministry.
ELCA MINISTRY: Supports the various agencies of the ELCA, such as Disaster Response, World
Hunger, and World Relief with a designation line if gifts given are for a specific disaster or relief kit.
SOCIAL MINISTRY PROGRAMS: Supports the various appeals for those in need at various times throughout the year,
such as the Holiday Food Drive, the Advent Giving Tree, and the Pantry. This group now will include a REFUGEE
FUND to support the financial costs associated with the Ukrainian family living in the parsonage with Pastor
Zschech and his wife as they seek protective status and eventually residency in the United States.
MEMORIAL GIFTS: Provides those wishing to give named gifts in memory of a loved to make a contribution to the
church electronically as well as contribute to the Dunkle Endowment, Patterson/Plotzke Education Scholarship Fund, or
the Memorial Garden Fund to insure the ability to fund new and expansive ministry beyond the scope of the annual General Fund ministry.
June 2022
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Coffee Hour Schedule

June 5 - Confirmation Reception
June 12 - Justice & Peace Committee
June 19 - Last Coffee Hour, Happy Father’s Day Donuts With
Dad

The new Coffee Hour Schedule will come out in August. The
Committee Chairs will receive a copy and it will be printed in the
September Messenger.

Page 3
Council Synopsis For May

On Tuesday, May 10, 2022, the Council of Our Savior
Lutheran Church met virtually from 7 - 9 pm. The following important items were discussed and decided:
•
•

•

LCOS made a $150 donation to Haddon Fire Company
Council approved a motion to revise Section
CR13.06.A93 of LCOS's constitution to reword
and clarify the responsibilities of Congregation Resources
Although offerings are on-budget thus far, the
funds in the dedicated Pantry account are running
low

Graduating Senior Blessing
and Afghan Rite on
June 19 @ 10:30 Worship

Graduating high school seniors
from Our Savior will be able to participate in the Graduate Blessing
Service that includes the presentation of an afghan with the Serenity
Prayer on it. Each senior participating will have their confirmation
verse and initials embroidered on
the afghan that is presented by their
parents prior to parents blessing their child, followed
by their child blessing them. We look forward to celebrating this final Faith Stepping Stone with our graduating seniors.

Beware Scam Artists
Posing As Pastor Wayne!

To any and all who may occasionally receive a text
message or an email from what appears to be Pastor
Wayne Zschech that asks you to provide financial assistance to a person in need, PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. This person is
a scam artist trying to fool you into purchasing gift
cards or other monetary products that they can steal
from you in Pastor Wayne’s name.
PLEASE NOTE: PASTOR WAYNE NEVER
MAKES REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL PARISHIONERS
FOR THE SAKE OF MINISTRY BY EMAIL OR
TEXT. When Pastor Wayne makes a request for ministry financial support it is always to the entire congregation and is done in worship, by letter, or through The
Messenger. Thank you for your generous support
through these difficult and challenging times toward
the ministry
we share and
beware the
“wolves”
who
approach you
in “sheep”
clothing.

Summer Solos, Singalongs, and Bells, Oh My!
Musical Summer Plans at LCOS

June 2022

Our choirs may be on summer break come June, but how can we keep from singing and ringing at LCOS? We just can’t!
Here are our summer plans, open to any and all, from little kids to adults - I hope you can join us for some of these!
Sunday Night Summer Singalongs:
Drop off your kid(s) at LCOS for a fun movie and singalong! Snacks, friends, and parents welcome. We will watch a
movie and sing along as loudly as we can! Our current line-up:
June 12, 6:30pm: Encanto
July 10, 6:30pm: Mary Poppins
July 31, 6:30pm: Frozen
August 7, 6:30pm: Moana
August 28, 6:30pm: The Greatest Showman

Summer Bells:
If you are in the bell choir and want to ring during the summer OR if you have always wanted to
try out handbells, Summer Bells is the choir for you! We will ring once a month and meet at
10am on Sunday morning to learn a simple piece to ring together at the 10:30am worship. Music
can be sent out in advance if requested. Summer Bells will ring July 10, July 31, and August 28.
Soloists needed:
If you sing or play an instrument, I would love for you to be part of our summer offertory musicians! You
can choose your own music to sing or play or can ask for suggestions. You can also pair up with friends
or family members. I am happy to meet you for rehearsals to help you feel better prepared.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all ye LCOS-ers!

Parish Messenger
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Memorial Gifts Fund Corner

Do you want to leave a legacy of faithful stewardship to your Church for future generations? Many
of us are faithful stewards on a year in and year out basis but haven’t taken the time to consider what
portion of our income we would like to set aside for the future work of the church. The Lou Dunkle
Endowment Fund provides members a vehicle to leave a portion of their assets to the church knowing that the money will be invested and the earnings from those investments will be used to support
the future work of the church.
In the establishment of the Endowment Fund, it is the intention of the congregation to provide a
means, over and above provisions made in the general operating budget, of fostering local outreach, furthering denominational and ecumenical causes, and addressing special ministries and other purposes set forth herein. Such as: Capital
expenditures, Grants, Scholarships, Mission development, Outreach and Special Needs. This legacy can be established
with your last Will and Testament. A subject most of us want to avoid but is probably one of the most important documents we execute in our lifetime and this article is intended to help you ponder where the church falls while creating this
document. Any member of the Memorial Gift Board can help in answering questions on this subject and how the Lou
Dunkle Endowment Fund helps carry on faithful stewardship and support to future generations of the church.
On a lighter note, do you want to provide a gift in memory or in honor of someone special in your life? Beginning in
January, the Memorial Gift Board approved a method of providing the opportunity for a weekly memorial to honor a
loved one which will help fund the growth of the Endowment Fund. This memorial gift to the Endowment Fund
(recommended contribution $25) will work similar to how Altar Flowers are given. The individual honored will be printed in the weekly bulletin and recognized by a yellow rose on the altar. We hope you will find this opportunity worthwhile
and take advantage of honoring a loved one in 2022. A form for this purpose is below and can be found on tables
throughout the church. Any questions or comments, feel free to reach out to any member of the board.
LOU DUNKLE ENDOWMENT FUND MEMORIAL GIFT
Date of Memorial________________
Amount given_____________________________________
Given by_____________________________________________________________________________
In memory of_________________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of donor to Memorialized One(s)_______________________________________________
Make check payable to “LCOS” and mark on the memo line “Endowment Fund”
RETURN FORM TO CHURCH OFFICE

Social Ministry Is Collecting Personal Care Items This Summer

Discover the ways of God’s love and His creations !
~The Library Ladies
Dear LCOS and Sisters~In~Spirit,
Thank you for the pot of beautiful lilies from the altar. We enjoyed them for many days
over the Eastertide.
Sisters~In~Spirit, your Easter egg was a lovely reminder of the season. Thank you for
thinking of us and for your good wishes.
We are well and look forward to attending church services
Happy Holiday!
June 2022

Messenger

page 4

Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families that are seen by Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious Disease
Practice. We usually support the seasonal holiday parties by providing baked goods and refreshments as well as a collected
item (underwear, baby wipes, socks, deodorant, and gifts from Advent Giving Tree) and provide assistance at these parties. We also support Caring Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special Christmas donation. All in-person
events were cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. So far, no in-person events have been held in
2022.
Thank you to LCOS members for a successful collection of personal care items for the families served by Caring Hearts
this Spring. Social Ministry Committee will continue the collection of personal care items thru the summer including full
size toothpaste (not the little sample toothpaste) and toothbrushes, men's and women's deodorant, and bars of soap, at
least 2 dozen of each. The toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, and deodorants will be included in tote bags containing personal care items to be given to the families. Caring Hearts is hoping to hold an in-person Back-to-School event in midAugust, date and location to be announced. These items will be delivered to Caring Hearts in two batches. The first
batch will be included in tote bags to be delivered to Cooper in early summer to be given to families at appointments. The second batch would hopefully be given out at the Back-to-School event.
A collection box for Caring Hearts is available on the shelves outside Parish Hall for your donations. The deadline is August 10, 2022. Thank you in advance for your generosity. Contact Betsy Kuehn or Eva Shaw for more information.

June 2022 Regular Events
SUNDAYS
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sanctuary Worship
& 10:30 Facebook
Live
9:15 AM Reflection
Zoom & in-person

MONDAYS
4:30-8:15 Jess in
Sanctuary

TUESDAYS
10:30 AM Pastors’
Pericope

7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Bible Discussion
Zoom & in-person

2:30 PM Staff
Meeting
5:30-6:30 Jess in
Sanctuary

WEDNESDAYS
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Bible Discussion
Zoom & in-person

Inhaling, Exhaling, God

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

By Vicar Tom Natalini
One of the times and places I find most helpful for the clarity of self-reflection is during Bible study.
In a way, to study the Bible is to study the self. It is to wonder about and sometimes be confronted
with what is most important, and what is only pretending to be so. It is, in the first place, to examine
our standard of importance, next to God’s standard. In other words, it can prompt self-knowledge.
While leading a Bible study at Bridge of Peace, which I had called “The Secrets of Seeds and Dust
that Breathes”, I was reminded of my call into ministry. I was turned around to what had started me
on the path in the first place, what had been most important, most vital in my journey.
One stop along that journey was in Hyderabad, India, where I studied abroad for a semester in the Spring of 2014. It
was a moment of obvious, crystal-clear transience in my life and a coming-of-age experience. My girlfriend of almost
two years and I, broke up. I was nearing the end of my time in college. I was about to travel to the other side of the
world and had no clear plan as to “why” I was going, besides that it was a necessary part of my degree requirements to
study abroad.
I was spun about, disoriented when I arrived. And then I remembered that during my sophomore year I had been taught
in a Buddhism 101 course a practice of slowly, gently, noticing my breathing. Notice a thought, or a feeling, but not being overwhelmed, simply picking up your awareness as though you were returning a baby to the center of a blanket.
Back to the breath, back to the center. Before, I felt like I had no time to meditate, I had more important things to do.
Five minutes at the start of Buddhism 101 was one thing, but five minutes when I woke up? What about my coffee,
what about the emails?! But, at that time of feeling out to sea, in such a state, it was a buoy and it kept me not only afloat
but buoyant.
I kept at the practice for my whole time there, an hour before breakfast, an hour before dinner. And what I had figured
to be a relaxation technique when I arrived in India, I found to be a fount of wisdom as I was flying home. I found to be
a gift of God. What I thought was merely breathing, I knew now to be the Holy Spirit. And when I read lines from
Scripture such as “‘Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year
there, doing business and making a profit.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For
you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes”, instead of trembling as though before God’s wrath, I felt
at ease in God’s breath. I felt wisdom, clarity, experiencing a recognition of my self-limits. I was empowered. I knew my
mist to be a gift from God, the Breath of all Life, mist of all mists—I knew it to be so. And I knew that it was my task to
share this insight with my home tradition, with Christians, with ELCAers. What I thought to be only calming myself
down, was actually coming home, to the fount of blessing. To the recognition of all as a gift.
And that is what this Bible study reminded me of. That time of studying the self through reading the Bible, that time of
studying together, called me back to where I started, to that source of refreshment. And in the process, I stumbled upon
Christian poet, Paul Claudel, who himself was keen to the simultaneity of breath and spirit, respiration and spirituality.
May his words be a blessing to us all to remember the gifts that God breathes into us, including the work we are moved
to do: “In the morning, I rise, I open my window to the rising sun and I inhale God! I stretch out my arms to their full
length and I inhale God, I inhale God’s oeuvre.” Amen!

SATURDAYS

3:00 PM Tai Chi
7:30-8:30 Jess in
Sanctuary

June 2022 Special Events
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

5 Pentecost
9:30 AM
Confirmation
Reception

6
9:00 AM Staff Annual
Planning Meeting

7
7:00 PM Social
Ministry Mtg.

8

THURSDAY
2
9:00 AM Fix-It
Team
9:30 Mission Quilts
9
9:30 Mission Quilts

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

10

11

5:15 AM-8:30 PM
Primary Election

10:00AM Confirmation
Photo
11:45 W&M Mtg.
Pastor Away
12

13
Last Bible
Discussion

14 Flag Day
7:00 PM Church
Council

15
Last Bible
Discussion

Baccalaureate@LCOS
20
10-12, 1-3, 7-9
Haddonfield Adult Art
Class
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.
9:00 AM Fix-It
Team

10-12, 1-3, 7-9
Haddonfield Adult Art
Class
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Father’s
Day

16
Messenger Deadline

21

22

23
Messenger Mailing

6-19 to 6-25
28
12:00 EPIC

29

30

24

Housing Needed For Cross Roads Day Camp Staff

25

Bridge of Peace Church is seeking housing for 4-5 Cross Roads Day Camp Staff members from Sunday, July 24
through Friday, July 30. Staff members will be running Vacation Bible School at Bridge of Peace as they have done so
well in the past. Due to COVID, Cross Roads is requiring housing without a host family.
If you will be away for that week and would be willing to share your home, please let us know. The amazing staff members are responsible and respectful and will treat your home with kid gloves! Or do you know of an apartment/house
that is empty for the week?
Please help us to share the love of God with our kids through VBS this summer! If you can help with housing or have
any ideas, contact Connie Wolf at 856-795-2855 or conniemattwolf@msn.com.

Senior Blessing
Donuts with Dad
11:45 AM J & P Mtg.

Pauline
26

Continuing Ed
27
Mustard Seed
Summer Camp Begins

At

10-12, 1-3, 7-9
Haddonfield Adult Art
Class
The monthly calendar is subject to change. Please check the weekly calendar posted in the Sunday bulletin.
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Justice and Peace Committee: Keeping You Informed
Looking Behind the News: The History of Juneteenth*
Juneteenth (June 19th ) is a federal holiday commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans. At the Lutheran Church of Our Savior this year we are observing this important date by displaying Juneteenth Flags at the entrances to our
church during the week leading up to June 19th. Keep an eye out starting June 12 for
the red and blue flags with a starburst that represents the state of Texas.
In 1863, during the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring more than
three million slaves living in the Confederate states to be free. More than two years would pass before the news reached
the slaves in Galveston Texas.
On June 19, 1865, Union Army General Gordon Granger by General Order proclaimed freedom for enslaved people in
Texas. Texas was the last state of the Confederacy with institutional slavery and, as the most remote state of the Confederacy, enforcement had been slow and inconsistent prior to Granger’s order.
For a short while after the fall of the Confederacy, slavery remained legal in two of the Union border states—Delaware and
Kentucky. Those enslaved black people were freed on December 6, 1865 with the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which abolished chattel slavery nationwide.
Juneteenth celebrations date to 1866, at first involving church-centered community gatherings in Texas. The celebrations
spread in the South and became more commercialized in the 1920s and 30s, often centering on food festivals. Participants
in the Great Migration out of the South carried their celebrations to other parts of the country. With the Civil Rights
movement in the 1970s, there was a focus on African American freedom and arts. Beginning with Texas by proclamation
in 1938, and by legislation in 1979, 49 US states have formally recognized the holiday in various ways. Juneteenth became
a federal holiday on June 7, 2021. It was the first new federal holiday since Martin Luther King Jr. Day was adopted in
1983.
Keep an eye out also for announcements of Juneteenth celebrations throughout the South Jersey area. Local celebrations
include a Cherry Hill parade and festival and Camden and Collingswood noon celebrations, among others.

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR: APRIL: 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT
NARRATIVE

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
REVENUE

Envelopes
Other Income
Total Revenue

418,000

41,312

142,699

421,000

3,000

69,412

4,008

29,186

74,727

5,315

487,412

45,320

171,885

495,727

8,315

310,312
54,600

23,089
3,844

93,460
17,629

310,967
55,435

655
835

47,900

3,125

15,461

48,675

775

74,600

10,202

24,471

74,350

(250)

487,412
0

40,260
5,059

151,021
20,864

489,427
6,300

2,015
6,300

EXPENSE
Salary & Benefits
Property
Administration
Program
Ministries
Total Expense

*Information comes from Wikipedia and Britannica.

Stewards of God’s Love: Saving the World, One Water Bottle at a Time

In our throw-away culture, it’s so easy to reach for a plastic bottle of water as we leave the house. When that
bottle is empty, we throw it in the trash or recycling, and grab another. Why do we spend the money when we
have water available to us in our homes? The answer is habit and convenience, two issues we can change by
foregoing the plastic and filling a reusable water bottle at home. Soon we’ll be able to do that at Our Savior,
too.
Plans are underway to change our church water fountains from the style at which we lean over and drink to
those that also provide a large arching faucet that will refill personal water bottles. To help make this happen,
starting in June, Congregational Resources will be offering refillable bottles with the LCOS logo on them,
available for a free-will donation. Proceeds from the bottles will help pay for the water fountains, as well as
for the bottles.
These small steps provide an easy way for God’s people to use the resources that He has entrusted to our care in a way
that benefits all people, to reach out and be stewards of God’s love and creation.
Please watch for announcements that the water bottles are available and how you can get yours. Then keep an eye out for
the new water fountains!
Other Ways God’s People Can Reach Out
Throughout 2022 the Congregational Resources Committee is highlighting ways that we as individuals and as
a church can share God’s love and blessings. Here’s one right here in South Jersey—Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey.
With programs throughout the state, Lutheran Social Ministry offers affordable housing, community outreach services, community residential services, project development and management services, and senior
healthcare and retirement living. Their mission statement announces, “Through the power of the Holy Spirit, and in response to God’s love as revealed in the Gospel, the mission of Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey is to serve those
in New Jersey who hurt, who are in need, or who have limited choices.” Their services are open to all, regardless of religious affiliation or background.
To learn more or to make a financial gift, please contact them at www.lsmnj.org or at 609-386-7171. Their mailing address
is 3 Manhattan Drive, Burlington, NJ 08016.
Please watch in the weekly LCOS congregation-wide emails for other opportunities to share God’s blessings. Join us in
reaching out to be stewards of God’s love!
June 2022
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(Note: Director of Youth & Family salary & benefits expense does not
start until later in the year)
April Envelop Offering of $41,312 was above plan, generating an anticipated year end
estimate of $3,000 over plan.
Generous Matching Funds above plan helped generate an anticipated
year end revenue of $8,315 over plan.
Expenses were slightly higher than anticipated generating a Net Income forecast of $6,300 over plan.
See Dedicated Account Balances below: Note low Pantry Fund balance of $713.
See new Refugee Relief
Fund of $3,675.
YEAR TO
ESTIMAT2022
APRIL
DATE
YEAR END
ED
YE VARIBUDGET
2022
2022
ESTIMATE
ANCE

INCOME

Congregational Support: January – April 2022
Year

Average YTD Attendance

Total General Fund Offerings

2020

264

$ 146,100

2021

199*

$ 135,321

2022

200 *

$ 142,698

* Since March 2021, when church reopened, the in-person attendance at all services is added to the livestream FaceBook
numbers to get the total number in attendance for any given week. Livestream attendance is calculated using a formula provided by the ELCA: number of one-minute views on livestream multiplied by 2 to get the number of people worshipping
by livestream.
Thank You for Being Stewards of God’s Love
Thank you to all those who put their offering envelops into the plate in person, mail them to the church office, or give
electronically. Our Savior’s faithful givers are sharing their blessings so that others may know God’s love.
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have water available to us in our homes? The answer is habit and convenience, two issues we can change by
foregoing the plastic and filling a reusable water bottle at home. Soon we’ll be able to do that at Our Savior,
too.
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June 2022 Regular Events
SUNDAYS
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sanctuary Worship
& 10:30 Facebook
Live
9:15 AM Reflection
Zoom & in-person

MONDAYS
4:30-8:15 Jess in
Sanctuary

TUESDAYS
10:30 AM Pastors’
Pericope

7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Bible Discussion
Zoom & in-person

2:30 PM Staff
Meeting
5:30-6:30 Jess in
Sanctuary

WEDNESDAYS
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Bible Discussion
Zoom & in-person

Inhaling, Exhaling, God

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

By Vicar Tom Natalini
One of the times and places I find most helpful for the clarity of self-reflection is during Bible study.
In a way, to study the Bible is to study the self. It is to wonder about and sometimes be confronted
with what is most important, and what is only pretending to be so. It is, in the first place, to examine
our standard of importance, next to God’s standard. In other words, it can prompt self-knowledge.
While leading a Bible study at Bridge of Peace, which I had called “The Secrets of Seeds and Dust
that Breathes”, I was reminded of my call into ministry. I was turned around to what had started me
on the path in the first place, what had been most important, most vital in my journey.
One stop along that journey was in Hyderabad, India, where I studied abroad for a semester in the Spring of 2014. It
was a moment of obvious, crystal-clear transience in my life and a coming-of-age experience. My girlfriend of almost
two years and I, broke up. I was nearing the end of my time in college. I was about to travel to the other side of the
world and had no clear plan as to “why” I was going, besides that it was a necessary part of my degree requirements to
study abroad.
I was spun about, disoriented when I arrived. And then I remembered that during my sophomore year I had been taught
in a Buddhism 101 course a practice of slowly, gently, noticing my breathing. Notice a thought, or a feeling, but not being overwhelmed, simply picking up your awareness as though you were returning a baby to the center of a blanket.
Back to the breath, back to the center. Before, I felt like I had no time to meditate, I had more important things to do.
Five minutes at the start of Buddhism 101 was one thing, but five minutes when I woke up? What about my coffee,
what about the emails?! But, at that time of feeling out to sea, in such a state, it was a buoy and it kept me not only afloat
but buoyant.
I kept at the practice for my whole time there, an hour before breakfast, an hour before dinner. And what I had figured
to be a relaxation technique when I arrived in India, I found to be a fount of wisdom as I was flying home. I found to be
a gift of God. What I thought was merely breathing, I knew now to be the Holy Spirit. And when I read lines from
Scripture such as “‘Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year
there, doing business and making a profit.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For
you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes”, instead of trembling as though before God’s wrath, I felt
at ease in God’s breath. I felt wisdom, clarity, experiencing a recognition of my self-limits. I was empowered. I knew my
mist to be a gift from God, the Breath of all Life, mist of all mists—I knew it to be so. And I knew that it was my task to
share this insight with my home tradition, with Christians, with ELCAers. What I thought to be only calming myself
down, was actually coming home, to the fount of blessing. To the recognition of all as a gift.
And that is what this Bible study reminded me of. That time of studying the self through reading the Bible, that time of
studying together, called me back to where I started, to that source of refreshment. And in the process, I stumbled upon
Christian poet, Paul Claudel, who himself was keen to the simultaneity of breath and spirit, respiration and spirituality.
May his words be a blessing to us all to remember the gifts that God breathes into us, including the work we are moved
to do: “In the morning, I rise, I open my window to the rising sun and I inhale God! I stretch out my arms to their full
length and I inhale God, I inhale God’s oeuvre.” Amen!
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Housing Needed For Cross Roads Day Camp Staff

25

Bridge of Peace Church is seeking housing for 4-5 Cross Roads Day Camp Staff members from Sunday, July 24
through Friday, July 30. Staff members will be running Vacation Bible School at Bridge of Peace as they have done so
well in the past. Due to COVID, Cross Roads is requiring housing without a host family.
If you will be away for that week and would be willing to share your home, please let us know. The amazing staff members are responsible and respectful and will treat your home with kid gloves! Or do you know of an apartment/house
that is empty for the week?
Please help us to share the love of God with our kids through VBS this summer! If you can help with housing or have
any ideas, contact Connie Wolf at 856-795-2855 or conniemattwolf@msn.com.

Senior Blessing
Donuts with Dad
11:45 AM J & P Mtg.

Pauline
26

Continuing Ed
27
Mustard Seed
Summer Camp Begins

At

10-12, 1-3, 7-9
Haddonfield Adult Art
Class
The monthly calendar is subject to change. Please check the weekly calendar posted in the Sunday bulletin.
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Summer Solos, Singalongs, and Bells, Oh My!
Musical Summer Plans at LCOS

June 2022

Our choirs may be on summer break come June, but how can we keep from singing and ringing at LCOS? We just can’t!
Here are our summer plans, open to any and all, from little kids to adults - I hope you can join us for some of these!
Sunday Night Summer Singalongs:
Drop off your kid(s) at LCOS for a fun movie and singalong! Snacks, friends, and parents welcome. We will watch a
movie and sing along as loudly as we can! Our current line-up:
June 12, 6:30pm: Encanto
July 10, 6:30pm: Mary Poppins
July 31, 6:30pm: Frozen
August 7, 6:30pm: Moana
August 28, 6:30pm: The Greatest Showman

Summer Bells:
If you are in the bell choir and want to ring during the summer OR if you have always wanted to
try out handbells, Summer Bells is the choir for you! We will ring once a month and meet at
10am on Sunday morning to learn a simple piece to ring together at the 10:30am worship. Music
can be sent out in advance if requested. Summer Bells will ring July 10, July 31, and August 28.
Soloists needed:
If you sing or play an instrument, I would love for you to be part of our summer offertory musicians! You
can choose your own music to sing or play or can ask for suggestions. You can also pair up with friends
or family members. I am happy to meet you for rehearsals to help you feel better prepared.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all ye LCOS-ers!
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Memorial Gifts Fund Corner

Do you want to leave a legacy of faithful stewardship to your Church for future generations? Many
of us are faithful stewards on a year in and year out basis but haven’t taken the time to consider what
portion of our income we would like to set aside for the future work of the church. The Lou Dunkle
Endowment Fund provides members a vehicle to leave a portion of their assets to the church knowing that the money will be invested and the earnings from those investments will be used to support
the future work of the church.
In the establishment of the Endowment Fund, it is the intention of the congregation to provide a
means, over and above provisions made in the general operating budget, of fostering local outreach, furthering denominational and ecumenical causes, and addressing special ministries and other purposes set forth herein. Such as: Capital
expenditures, Grants, Scholarships, Mission development, Outreach and Special Needs. This legacy can be established
with your last Will and Testament. A subject most of us want to avoid but is probably one of the most important documents we execute in our lifetime and this article is intended to help you ponder where the church falls while creating this
document. Any member of the Memorial Gift Board can help in answering questions on this subject and how the Lou
Dunkle Endowment Fund helps carry on faithful stewardship and support to future generations of the church.
On a lighter note, do you want to provide a gift in memory or in honor of someone special in your life? Beginning in
January, the Memorial Gift Board approved a method of providing the opportunity for a weekly memorial to honor a
loved one which will help fund the growth of the Endowment Fund. This memorial gift to the Endowment Fund
(recommended contribution $25) will work similar to how Altar Flowers are given. The individual honored will be printed in the weekly bulletin and recognized by a yellow rose on the altar. We hope you will find this opportunity worthwhile
and take advantage of honoring a loved one in 2022. A form for this purpose is below and can be found on tables
throughout the church. Any questions or comments, feel free to reach out to any member of the board.
LOU DUNKLE ENDOWMENT FUND MEMORIAL GIFT
Date of Memorial________________
Amount given_____________________________________
Given by_____________________________________________________________________________
In memory of_________________________________________________________________________
In honor of___________________________________________________________________________
Relationship of donor to Memorialized One(s)_______________________________________________
Make check payable to “LCOS” and mark on the memo line “Endowment Fund”
RETURN FORM TO CHURCH OFFICE

Social Ministry Is Collecting Personal Care Items This Summer

Discover the ways of God’s love and His creations !
~The Library Ladies
Dear LCOS and Sisters~In~Spirit,
Thank you for the pot of beautiful lilies from the altar. We enjoyed them for many days
over the Eastertide.
Sisters~In~Spirit, your Easter egg was a lovely reminder of the season. Thank you for
thinking of us and for your good wishes.
We are well and look forward to attending church services
Happy Holiday!
June 2022
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Social Ministry Committee assists Caring Hearts families that are seen by Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric Infectious Disease
Practice. We usually support the seasonal holiday parties by providing baked goods and refreshments as well as a collected
item (underwear, baby wipes, socks, deodorant, and gifts from Advent Giving Tree) and provide assistance at these parties. We also support Caring Hearts with a monetary donation in March and a special Christmas donation. All in-person
events were cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. So far, no in-person events have been held in
2022.
Thank you to LCOS members for a successful collection of personal care items for the families served by Caring Hearts
this Spring. Social Ministry Committee will continue the collection of personal care items thru the summer including full
size toothpaste (not the little sample toothpaste) and toothbrushes, men's and women's deodorant, and bars of soap, at
least 2 dozen of each. The toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, and deodorants will be included in tote bags containing personal care items to be given to the families. Caring Hearts is hoping to hold an in-person Back-to-School event in midAugust, date and location to be announced. These items will be delivered to Caring Hearts in two batches. The first
batch will be included in tote bags to be delivered to Cooper in early summer to be given to families at appointments. The second batch would hopefully be given out at the Back-to-School event.
A collection box for Caring Hearts is available on the shelves outside Parish Hall for your donations. The deadline is August 10, 2022. Thank you in advance for your generosity. Contact Betsy Kuehn or Eva Shaw for more information.

Mustard Seed Community Childcare

June 2022

Summer Camp
Needed Counselors and Junior Counselors
If you know of a college or high school student who is looking for a summer job and likes to work
with children than send them the way of Mustard Seed. Camp begins on June 27th and runs through
August 19th. Call Donna Marie Clancy 856-669-4491 or email director@mustardseedccos.org.
KED
We celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week with our KED teachers. The Board of Trustees provided lunch for the teachers one day during the week. The teachers are a major reason for the success of Mustard Seed’s KED program. The
teachers are wrapping up the school year this month with a month full of fun activities. It has been a wonderful year
watching our little ones grow from small seeds into blossoming trees. They came in September timid and shy and now
are outgoing and ready for First Grade.

EPIC

The EPIC (Experienced Persons in Community) Group looks forward to seeing your smiling
faces whenever you can join us; our last get together will be on Tuesday, June 28 at noon for
another enjoyable lunch and afternoon of cards, bingo, Mexican Train, and fellowship. Each
month we meet on the 4th Tuesday. Invite your friends of all ages to join us, the more the merrier! Watch for our Fall schedule in the August Messenger.
It would be helpful for me if you would RSVP a week before the scheduled date so that I can
purchase enough food and drinks for everyone.
Peg Hartmann: 856-745-2459 - mamahart16@comcast.net

My Father’s House Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who continue to make the LCOS My Father’s House Meals Ministry a success! We are always welcoming new volunteers to prepare simple meals
for 16 of the women in MFH’s substance abuse recovery program. If you are unable to deliver your meal,
we will arrange for a volunteer to deliver it to MFH for you! We also need volunteers who can drive the
meals to Gloucester City when the meal maker isn’t able to. Please contact Kathy and Amelia Wright at
856-325-0496 or kathyandgregwright@gmail.com for more information, or visit https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845a4af2ba31-myfathers to sign up. Dates are now available through the end of 2022.
Snack Sacks for My Father’s House My Father’s House clients who aren’t at the center on meal-delivery day would
also appreciate a snack and a drink when they come in for their appointments, so we’ve started a “Snack Sacks” collection.
If you would like to help, please assemble 24 brown lunch bags with one salty and one sweet non-perishable, pre-sealed
snack, and keep 24 bottled drinks (water, iced tea, gatorade, etc.) separate. Please feel free to add a note of encouragement, draw a picture, or decorate the bags with stickers!
Please email Amelia Wright at ameliaewright11@gmail.com with questions, or visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaaa82aa0f9cf8-snack to sign up. Thank you!
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Please keep the following people in
your prayers:

Matula Family, Charlotte Needham, Walt
Haswell, Clive Crosby, Doris Rell, Dick Wilson, Randi Gordon, Shirley Stambaugh, Caryl
Wallace, Lee Sargent, Julia MacNamara, Shellee Conley, Steven Alutore, Brenda Jarger, Dale Runge, Lois Cummins, the people of Ukraine,
Barbara Riper, Suzanne Ferguson, Rich DeBella, Ralph Volpe, Charles
Bakes, Samantha, Jack Kain, Peggy Miller, Rosemary Dougherty, Caren
Kaufman, Colin Lawlor, Amelia Marchese, Albert Kern, Michelle Mavis,
John Rell, Kim, Lynn Hoppe Kaminski, Larry Thatcher, Scott Hansen,
Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith Maull,
Connie Verner, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika, Saunders
Family, Ed Miller, Aasiyah Bey, Barbara Kerrane, Sandy Ferguson, Joanne Horn, Terry Mitchell, Ken Koehler, Bette Roncace, Nicholas Juele,
Frank Marche, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col. Fred C. Anderson,
Fred Moffitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy Lombardo, John Daggan, Betty Schurmann, Elva Mastrando, Ryan Roberts, Chuck Atkinson,
Sophia Campos, William T family, David Wenck

Pantry

The LCOS Pantry is Going Green!
The times, they are a changing! Like the rest
of NJ, the Pantry is transitioning to using reusable grocery bags, and we can all help. The
first step in this process is asking you to donate new or used re-usable grocery-sized bags. Just place your
bags in the shopping cart in the foyer when you bring in your
food donations.
Please do your part to help Our Savior reduce its carbon footprint. Thank you in advance for supporting the Pantry and for
being a dedicated steward of our earth and our neighbors.
•
•
•
•
•

Canned fruit, peas, carrots, mixed
Tuna & Canned Meat
Cereal, TP
Rice Packets, paper towels
Gift Cards & Monetary Donations

Simply Giving Online Options Update Reminder – Refugee Fund Added

The Congregation Resources Ministry Team updated the Simply Giving online options for giving
electronically through our website. The site provides four different groups with various funds for
potential contributions, along with extensive options within each group for specific ways to support
ministry at Our Savior. Check it out!
GENERAL MINISTRY: Supports the financial costs associated with regular program and staff
ministry.
ELCA MINISTRY: Supports the various agencies of the ELCA, such as Disaster Response, World
Hunger, and World Relief with a designation line if gifts given are for a specific disaster or relief kit.
SOCIAL MINISTRY PROGRAMS: Supports the various appeals for those in need at various times throughout the year,
such as the Holiday Food Drive, the Advent Giving Tree, and the Pantry. This group now will include a REFUGEE
FUND to support the financial costs associated with the Ukrainian family living in the parsonage with Pastor
Zschech and his wife as they seek protective status and eventually residency in the United States.
MEMORIAL GIFTS: Provides those wishing to give named gifts in memory of a loved to make a contribution to the
church electronically as well as contribute to the Dunkle Endowment, Patterson/Plotzke Education Scholarship Fund, or
the Memorial Garden Fund to insure the ability to fund new and expansive ministry beyond the scope of the annual General Fund ministry.
June 2022
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Coffee Hour Schedule

June 5 - Confirmation Reception
June 12 - Justice & Peace Committee
June 19 - Last Coffee Hour, Happy Father’s Day Donuts With
Dad

The new Coffee Hour Schedule will come out in August. The
Committee Chairs will receive a copy and it will be printed in the
September Messenger.
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Council Synopsis For May

On Tuesday, May 10, 2022, the Council of Our Savior
Lutheran Church met virtually from 7 - 9 pm. The following important items were discussed and decided:
•
•

•

LCOS made a $150 donation to Haddon Fire Company
Council approved a motion to revise Section
CR13.06.A93 of LCOS's constitution to reword
and clarify the responsibilities of Congregation Resources
Although offerings are on-budget thus far, the
funds in the dedicated Pantry account are running
low

Graduating Senior Blessing
and Afghan Rite on
June 19 @ 10:30 Worship

Graduating high school seniors
from Our Savior will be able to participate in the Graduate Blessing
Service that includes the presentation of an afghan with the Serenity
Prayer on it. Each senior participating will have their confirmation
verse and initials embroidered on
the afghan that is presented by their
parents prior to parents blessing their child, followed
by their child blessing them. We look forward to celebrating this final Faith Stepping Stone with our graduating seniors.

Beware Scam Artists
Posing As Pastor Wayne!

To any and all who may occasionally receive a text
message or an email from what appears to be Pastor
Wayne Zschech that asks you to provide financial assistance to a person in need, PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THE EMAIL OR TEXT. This person is
a scam artist trying to fool you into purchasing gift
cards or other monetary products that they can steal
from you in Pastor Wayne’s name.
PLEASE NOTE: PASTOR WAYNE NEVER
MAKES REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL PARISHIONERS
FOR THE SAKE OF MINISTRY BY EMAIL OR
TEXT. When Pastor Wayne makes a request for ministry financial support it is always to the entire congregation and is done in worship, by letter, or through The
Messenger. Thank you for your generous support
through these difficult and challenging times toward
the ministry
we share and
beware the
“wolves”
who
approach you
in “sheep”
clothing.

“When a Flag Can Symbolize a Safe Place”

By Pastor Wayne
He passed me on my way from the church to the parsonage. As I looked back toward the church, I noticed he had stopped at the corner and was looking at our church sign. No. Not the church sign, but the
little rainbow garden flag that reads, “ALL ARE WELCOME HERE.” He even pulled out his phone
to take a picture of it. Odd. But I was hungry for lunch and didn’t really have time to follow up on this.
The next day when I checked my voicemail, I got the explanation. The caller identified himself and the
gist of what he said started as follows; “I noticed your rainbow flag outside your church with the words,
“All are welcome here” on them and I just wanted to tell you that I think…” My gut was ready for the
punch. So many times, I’ve received voicemails like what I thought this one would be. Someone noticing our advocacy for
an issue that conservative Christians believe to be contrary to Scripture or the tradition of the church. I was preparing myself
for what I thought would be his next words, “…this display of support for homosexuals is contrary to what God tells us in
Scripture,” to which he would then quote me the misinterpreted books chapters and verses that have been used as proof
texts, or “clobber” verses by which conservatives try to clobber Christians with a deeper understanding of the depth of
God’s love and acceptance found in Scripture.
But that’s not what he said. Instead, he said, “I think this is the best depiction of what the love of Jesus looks like for people
to see.” Mind. Blown! He went on to say he hoped he could talk with me about how I can talk with his organization as they
are currently dealing with division over acceptance of immigration issues. Who would have thought a little rainbow garden
flag could communicate so impactfully the love and grace of Christ.
Then again, that is why the Justice and Peace Ministry Team sought to have one hung. My initial gut reaction was based on
previous experiences of conservative Christians judging actions of love and acceptance of those deemed “sinful” as an incorrect practice of the church. If that was my gut fear, imagine the fear those who are members of the LGBTQIA community
likely have toward any church? How would they know one church over another is a potentially safe place to attend worship,
participate in the ministry of the Gospel, and be accepted as a child of God like anyone else?
Hence the rainbow flag. We hope people recognize this flag as a symbol of Our Savior being a safe place for anyone to experience the love of God in Christ, including members of the LGBTQIA community. And it’s beginning to be recognized. Recently in a Collingswood Facebook page post a same-sex couple was inquiring if there were any churches in the area readers
knew would be willing to baptize their child even though the parents are lesbian. Three of our members replied, “My church
does!” And we do. And we also welcome them to the Lord’s Table and the Marriage altar. We hope in the month of June
during Pride Month to communicate that even more.
June is Pride Month and Our Savior’s Justice and Peace Ministry will be hosting several events and opportunities to explore
what it means to be a congregation that strives to welcome all people regardless of their sexual orientation or identity. I encourage you to check out the Pride Month activities listed below and especially to join members in the Haddon Township
Pride Parade on June 9 at 6:00. Just as the Stars and Stripes are a symbol of safety to the Ukrainian refugees who live with us,
these days I pray those in the LGBTQIA community experience the same safety, love and acceptance at Our Savior as symbolized by our little rainbow garden flag. May its words always be found true; All are welcome here because God welcomes
all into the kingdom of God.

LCOS Celebrates Pride Month!

This year, we will have weekly events in June for our second annual Pride month! With the exception of the Haddon Township Pride Parade (June 9th at 6pm), all events are on Wednesdays
at 7pm. For all events except the book discussion and presentation, an RSVP would be helpful,
so we know how many people to expect - please email Pauline at pworusski@gmail.com.
We will kick off Pride Month June 1st at 7pm with a Pride and Paint Party where we will tiedye LCOS T-shirts in Pride colors and enjoy some fellowship and refreshments. You can pick up your finished shirt at
church that Sunday or before joining us for the parade.
LCOS is a sponsor at this year’s Haddon Township Pride events, which means we will be marching in the parade! Join us (in
your tie-dyed shirt or another Pride themed shirt) in marching in this joyful event on June 9th at 6pm. Let Pauline know if
you are interested in marching, so we can let you know about the details for the starting point, etc.
On June 15th at 7pm, our LCOS book club will be discussing ELCA pastor Emmy Kegler”s memoir “One Coin Found.”
Kegler tells her story of growing up in the church as a queer woman and learning how Scripture can be used to wound and
exclude and her faith journey leading to healing. Books can be picked up at church.
Collingswood’s PFLAG chapter will be holding a presentation at LCOS on June 22nd at 7pm called “Pronouns Matter.” A
family team will give individual and lived perspectives on pronouns and their importance to the transgender/non-binary
community. What do the pronouns following a name really mean? Come to this presentation and learn how to promote a
more gender inclusive society. The presentation includes an interactive google slide show followed by questions and answers.
We will have a wrap-up event (both in person and on Zoom) on June 29th at 7pm to discuss what went well as well as start
planning for next year.
We hope you can join us in expressing our love for the entire human family as our God loves and welcomes all, and will celebrate with us this June!

June 2022
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For God’s People And God’s Planet And God’s Animals

On June 5th , 2022 we celebrate World Environmental Day!
What might that be about?
This is a global scale to celebrate, protect, and restore OUR EARTH!
Nature and the domino effect – biodiversity and why it matters?
We, all God’s creations are a living web, depending and effecting one another.
We have #ONLY ONE EARTH – please take care of it!

Be The CHANGE God’s World Needs !!
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior
204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 (856)429-5122 (voice) (856)429-7245(fax) www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org
Worship 9:15 AM Zoom Reflections, & 10:30 AM Facebook Live
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John Drozdal
Paul Knauer
Shannon Foskett
Ann Querns
Rich Morris
Barbara Standke
Scott Goldthorp
Lourdes Starr-Demers
Millie King
Pam Cowan
Cathe Bare
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Financial Secretary
Secretary
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Fellowship Together
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prknauer@gmail.com
sgfoskett@yahoo.com
ahodulik@gmail.com
richardmorris2073@gmail.com
barjon302@gmail.com
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mmking0105@gmail.com
bcowan0712@gmail.com
b45away@gmail.com
rachaelsimpkins1924@gmail.com
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856-427-6595
856-904-1828
856-905-5115
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Nancy Gulick
Karin LaBarge
Jeanette Jones
Danielle Deery
Gary Visconti
Bobbi Newsham
Rich Windle
Paul Knauer
John Drozdal
Pastor Wayne Zschech

Chair
Financial Secretary
Secretary
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wzschech@yahoo.com

609-238-0184
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856-795-5294
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609-828-5244
215-416-7417
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609-238-0184
856-429-7851

MEMORIAL GIFTS BOARD

Ex-officio
Vice President/Personnel
Advisory member

The Rev. Wayne Zschech, D. Min
Vicar Tom Natalini
Sandy DeDonatis
Pauline Worusski
Bob Dempsey
Nick Heinze
Shirley Clinkscales
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Eva Shaw

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER LEADERS
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tnatalini@uls.edu
Parish Administrator
lcossandy@gmail.com
Director of Music
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Bookkeeper
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Communications Tech. nicholasheinze1@outlook.com
Nursery Attendant
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dlrich1@msn.com
Altar Guild
eslohboy@verizon.net

856-429-7851
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856-429-5122
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7 to be Affirm Their Baptism in Rite of Confirmation
June 5 at 10:30 Worship

Address Service Requested

On June 5 at the 10:30 worship seven eighth graders will participate in the Affirmation of Baptism rite, otherwise known as Confirmation, as they enter a new phase in their journey as Christian disciples. We look forward to the ministry we will do together in the years to come and wish
them all the best. Please keep these youth in your prayers as they prepare for their big day; Alison
Bogina, Aaron Demers, Julianna Martinsen, Lily Morgan, Garrett Needham, Erin Ryan,
McKayla Wilkers.

Minister’s Monday Musings
and Thursday Thoughts Resume in June

After a long hiatus Pastor Wayne will resume posting a
Minister’s Musings on Mondays and then a Theological
Thoughts on Thursdays on the church’s Facebook Live
page. They will be short little meditations or reflections
on a topic that appears relevant to the time we are in. If
you have a question you’d like Pastor Wayne to address
on either day please feel free to send him an email (wzschech@yahoo.com) with
your comment or question.

Jun 1
Jun 2
Jun 2
Jun 2
Jun 3
Jun 5
Jun 5
Jun 6
Jun 6
Jun 6
Jun 7
Jun 7
Jun 7
Jun 9
Jun 9
Jun 9
Jun 9
Jun 10
Jun 10
Jun 10
Jun 11
Jun 12
Jun 12
Jun 12
Jun 13

Owen Oakes
Sally Cottone
Nora Deery
Kathryn Laughlin
Connie Wolf
Caleigh Brown
Brandon Quanci
Linda Nelson
Lexi Schaffer
Roni Schaffer
Karen Koval
Janice Meyer
Joseph Morgan
Daniel Cook
Lily Gallagher
Caitlin Hargrave
Donald Richards
Lori Giamboy
Haley Qualls
Jen Smith
Betty Giambrone
Aaron Demers
Brooklyn Mirabello
Jeff Spence
Ryan Lynch

Jun 14
Jun 14
Jun 14
Jun 15
Jun 15
Jun 16
Jun 16
Jun 17
Jun 18
Jun 19
Jun 20
Jun 21
Jun 23
Jun 24
Jun 25
Jun 26
Jun 26
Jun 27
Jun 28
Jun 29
Jun 29
Jun 29
Jun 29
Jun 30
Jun 30

Jeanette Leeds
Claire Newton
Andrew Pietrangelo
Lorraine Miano
Nancy Olsen
Bill Cowan
Lorraine Schmeck
Nicholas Newell
Patricia Ilves-Corressel
Erica Doyle
Connor Stine
Eric Broschard
Mary Elizabeth Glass
Sandy Graeber
Michael Fallon
Cheryl Hastings
Lee Sargent
Catherine Bare
Juhan Runne
Caralyn Baine
Michele DiGirolamo
Alianna Miller
Brooke Warren
Julia Kiewel
Ava Spence

Want to Help Our Savior’s Ukrainian Refugees? Here’s How!

Last month the article in the Messenger shared the background and status of the intergenerational refugee family of seven from the Ukraine that are living in Our Savior’s parsonage with Pastor Wayne and Kate. Several members of the congregation have asked, “How can I help? What do they need?” Now that their Temporary Protective Status applications
and Work Authorization forms are in the process of being filed and summer is close upon us, Pastor Wayne and Kate
have come up with a list of potential ways the congregation can help the family over the summer months.
Grocery Store Gift Cards: The two stores they shop most exclusively are Acme (within walking distance) and at
Wegman’s (going with the Zschech’s). Other store cards work too, but for food these are the primary two stores they
use.
Recreation Options: There is a lot of stress that comes with being a refugee that having an opportunity to let off some
steam and just have fun is just as beneficial as food and clothing. Going to an amusement or water park, inviting them to
join you at your pool or come over your house to do the same can be a great way to relax. If you have a shore or mountain home you can invite them to enjoy for a day or two that would be phenomenal. Mark is a huge soccer fan so if you
are too and want to invite him to a Union game that would be great.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,
proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual
growth through fellowship all to the glory of God.

