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THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,   

proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual 

growth through fellowship all to the glory of God. 

 

 

Oct 21   Paige Hodges  
Oct 21   Florence Hoppe  
Oct 21   Shelley Palmadessa  
Oct 21   John Runne  
Oct 22   Riley Needham  
Oct 22   Tom Pfeffer  
Oct 23   Tim Querns  
Oct 24   Andrew Pietrangelo  
Oct 25   Luca Ordonez  
Oct 26   Morgan Shay  
Oct 27   Lynn Boyle  
Oct 27   Owen John Dickerson  
Oct 27   Taylor Kan  
Oct 27   Christina Pietrangelo  
Oct 27   Pat Stewart  
Oct 28   Connor Thomas Glass  
Oct 28   Joseph Poliafico  
Oct 29   Jeanette Jones  
Oct 30   Juliana DeNinno  
Oct 30   Robert DeNinno  
Oct 30   Grace Lynch  
Oct 30   Craig Roncace  
Oct 30   Matt Vaughn  

The Messenger 

Blessings from the Fellowship Ministry Committee, Ruth 
Fisher - Chairperson 

Fellowship Ministry is always looking for additional members and lots of  fun 
ideas to spread the joy of  fellowship with LCOS members and guests. Current-

ly, our Fellowship Steering Committee members include; Sandy DeDonatis, Stacey Shaw, Jeannette Jelonek, Kate Zschech 
and Angel Berrios.  We meet the second Sunday of  the month, in the library from 9:40 a.m. to 10:40 a.m.  If  you can’t 
make the meetings, but want to know what is being planned, just let a committee member know and we’ll add you to our 
Minutes so you can support activities related to your interests and as your time permits. 

Fellowship Ministry’s Mission Statement and Goal for 2023-2024 
Mission Statement for Fellowship Ministry: The Fellowship Ministry at LCOS creates and nurtures friendships within and 
beyond our faith community.    Jesus desires all to feel loved and experience joy as we share our lives with one another in 
fellowship through fun times, meals, projects and events. 
 
2023-2024 Goal for Fellowship Ministry Steering Committee: To create and support opportunities for fellowship by ex-
pressing the love of  Jesus with one another through fun and food.  

 
Oktoberfest 2023 
Fellowship Ministry eagerly invites you to Oktoberfest at Eclipse Brewery, 25 
East Park Ave., Merchantville on Sunday, October 22nd from 11:30 - 2:00.  
Eclipse Brewery is owned by Cathe Bare’s sister and husband.  Thank you, 
Cathe, for seeing that conversations occurred easily between LCOS and 
Eclipse Brewery! Thank you to Pastor Wayne and Kate for planning and pre-
paring an authentic German menu for Oktoberfest!  Sandy DeDonatis has a 
polka band and a polka dance instructor to entertain us while we celebrate 
Oktoberfest and share fellowship!  Sabrina LaBelle will provide games for the 

children and Spencer Cowan will have fun activities for the adults.  Jeannette Jelonek has terrific German cutouts for your 
photo ops!  Angel and Gabby Berrios will assist in preparing the German dishes and are providing A & A soft pretzels, 
thank you!  Gluten Free and Dairy Free menu items will be identified. 
 
Contact Sandy DeDonatis, at the church office, to order your tickets, now!  We will sell 100 tickets, so don’t delay. Individ-
ual tickets are $20 per person.  Children under two years of age eat for free.  Families, living within the same household, 
may purchase a family ticket for $60.  Each ticket entitles the individual to an Oktoberfest lunch and one beverage from 
Eclipse Brewery, including brewery root beer, if preferred.  LCOS will also supply water and lemonade. Please bring a fin-
ger dessert (brownies, cupcakes, cookies, cookie bars, etc.) for the dessert table. 
The Oktoberfest menu includes your choice of one of three German wieners in a Del Buono roll, German-style mustard, 
yellow mustard, sauerkraut, German potato salad, cucumber onion salad, spaetzle and an A & A soft pretzel.  Children will 
have the same offerings (one of the wieners is like a hot dog) and the option of cheese spaetzle (like mac/cheese). 
 
We need volunteers to help with the set-up of tables, chairs and food. We also need help with returning the tables 
and chairs back to church when Oktoberfest is over  Please go to: https://tinyurl.com/42yc59kc to sign up. 
 
Future Events Planned by Fellowship Ministry 
Fellowship Ministry has several future events in the planning stage.  We hope to offer: 

Nov. 19, 2023  - Advent Intergenerational Event (cookie exchange and much more!) 
Jan. 20,  2024 - Chili Cook-Off (Get your crock pot ready!  I’m hearing there could be a contest with prizes!) 
February 8, 2024 - Flyers Faith Night 
March, 2024 - Sight and Sound bus trip to see Daniel. 
April, 2024 - Wine Tasting. 
May 5, 2024 - Garden plant/seed exchange - outdoor garden area with Kate Zschech. 
 
We are eager for your help!  Let us know what you’d like to see Fellowship offer.  Let us know if you can help sup-
port one of our events by contacting Ruth Fisher (rfisher11253@gmail.com) or Sandy DeDonatis 
(lcossandy@gmail.com).  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Oct 1   Andrew Kiewel  
Oct 1   Hannah Warrington  
Oct 3   Kayla Rodriguez  
Oct 3   Sarah Simpkins  
Oct 4   Eric Broschard  
Oct 4   Carolyn Fabian  
Oct 4   Jacob Howley  
Oct 5   Sarah Williams  
Oct 6   Javier Miller  
Oct 7   Caroline Asselin  
Oct 7   Emily Asselin  
Oct 7   Evan Palmadessa  
Oct 7   Aidan Spence  
Oct 7   Wayne Zschech  
Oct 8   Naomi Doyle  
Oct 8   Jonathan Glass  
Oct 8   John Johnson  
Oct 8   Michael McLaughlin  
Oct 8   Patricia Van Cleve  
Oct 9   Colleen Gross  
Oct 9   Kimberly Schemeley  
Oct 11   Emily Giamboy  
Oct 11   Bowman Ray  
 

Oct 11   Raegan Sehdev  
Oct 11   Maisy Speyerer  
Oct 12   Heather Vaughn  
Oct 13   Roland Heilig  
Oct 14   Christina Berner  
Oct 14   Doug Gebhart  
Oct 14   Karin LaBarge  
Oct 14   Travis Trevena  
Oct 15   Melinda Matula  
Oct 15   Stacey Morris  
Oct 16   Erin Myles  
Oct 18   Emelia Hammond  
Oct 20   Sophia Howard  
Oct 20   Ollie LaBelle  
Oct 20   Carol Maniaci  

mailto:rfisher11253@gmail.com
mailto:lcossandy@gmail.com
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204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ  08033 (856)429-5122 (voice)  (856)429-7245(fax)  www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org  
Worship 8:00 AM Traditional in Sanctuary, 9:30 AM  in Sanctuary + Facebook Live 

Interactive Reflections Worship 9:30 AM in Parlor + Zoom 
                              CHURCH COUNCIL 

Ann Querns  Vice President/Personnel  ahodulik@gmail.com   856-905-5115  
Paul Knauer  Treasurer   prknauer@gmail.com   856-427-6595 
Shannon Foskett  Financial Secretary  sgfoskett@yahoo.com   856-904-1828 
Debby Madiraca  Secretary    debby78@comcast.net   609-709-4739 
Rich Morris  Christian Education  richardmorris2073@gmail.com  856-429-1175 
Wendell Gulick  Church Property   wgulick1021@gmail.com   215-527-3393 
Gabby Berrios  Social Ministry   mrsbee8123@gmail.com   267-516-6644 
Millie King  Congregation Resources  mmking0105@gmail.com   856-669-7794 
Ruth Fisher  Fellowship Together  rfisher11253@gmail.com   484-366-6771 
Lynn Block  Justice & Peace   blockstar59@hotmail.com   609-238-7419 
Kristine Monsen  Outreach   kemlmm@aol.com   856-858-0502 
Cathe Bare  Worship & Music   b45away@gmail.com   609-238-6527 

        MEMORIAL GIFTS BOARD 
Nancy Gulick  Chair    nvgulick@gmail.com   609-238-0184 
Karin LaBarge  Financial Secretary  klabarge160@gmail.com   856-428-4709 
Jeanette Jones  Secretary    gljjjones@comcast.net   856-795-5294  
Danielle Deery      danielledeery@gmail.com   317-414-7906 
Deb Hartigan      dhartigan2003@yahoo.com   856-795-5789 
John Drozdal      john.drozdal@gmail.com   612-804-7324 
Rich Windle      r.windle@southwarkmetal.com  215-416-7417 
Paul Knauer  Ex-officio   paul_knauer@pmagroup.com  856-427-6595 
Ann Querns  Vice President/Personnel  ahodulick@gmail.com   856-905-5115 
Pastor Wayne Zschech Advisory member   wzschech@yahoo.com   856-429-7851  
  

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER LEADERS 
The Rev. Wayne Zschech, D. Min   Pastor             wzschech@yahoo.com  856-429-7851 
Sandy DeDonatis          Parish Administrator        lcossandy@gmail.com  856-429-5122 
Pauline Worusski          Director of Music         pworusski@gmail.com  404-931-2317 
Sabrina LaBelle          Director of Children & Family    smgvasta@gmail.com  609-560-0003 
Bob Dempsey           Bookkeeper         lcosbookkeeper@gmail.com  856-246-8543 
Pat Reiter           Interim Communications Tech.   raphaellakninja@gmail.com  856-616-8169 
Shirley Clinkscales          Nursery Attendant       856-365-5392 
Don Richards           Custodian/Sexton         dlrich1@msn.com   856-577-1149 
Eva Shaw           Altar Guild          eslohboy@verizon.net  856-428-9434 
 

 
 

“Sin Boldly – Believe In Christ More Boldly” 
By Pastor Wayne Zschech 

 
Martin Luther once said, “Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong (or ‘sin boldly’), but let your trust in 
Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the world.” But what ex-
actly does that mean? In a nutshell, it means take risks for the sake of the gospel, for the sake of grace, 
for the sake of mercy, compassion, and love, even if the results of those actions or words may not neces-
sarily be completely beneficial to all parties involved. Why? Because even if our actions result in a break 

or damage of our relationship with one’s neighbor, creation, or even God, we ultimately trust that those sins are forgiven 
by the work of Christ on the cross and empty tomb of the resurrection. Or to put it in the words of Lutheran pastor 
Franklin Clark Fry, when choosing what to do, we ought always to give it our “reverent best guess.” 
But what does that mean? Simply this. When choosing our words to speak or actions to take we might first pause and con-
sider, is it: 
REVERENT: Does what I’m about to say or do reflect God’s will or my own? Is it godly in character? Is it led by the 
Holy Spirit or my self-serving spirit? 
BEST: Is this the best option that I know to be available? Are these the best words to express the truth in love?  
GUESS: Do I accept that this is ultimately a guess, and likely not an absolute? It may be right for now, but it also may not 
be the right choice down the road. It is a guess. But it is my reverent best guess. 
Now Lutherans have had a bit of fun with this phrase over the years to justify a variety of decisions and actions we make 
from choosing which restaurant to dine in, what meal to eat or what selection of wine to pair with dinner (although the 
phrase changes to “Zin Boldly” for the last one). But when it comes to the bigger decisions of life, such as discerning 
which candidates to vote for, what mode of transportation will best meet my needs but also create the lowest carbon foot-
print, or simply how will I direct the financial resources God has provided me toward God’s work in the world with all the 
options that are available, we can only sin boldly and provide our reverent best guess.  
DISCLAIMER: “Sin Boldly” is not a motto Lutherans use to intentionally participate in actions or speech that they know in 
advance or in the moment will cause harm to others in order to benefit themselves or groups of which they are a member, be-
cause they also believe these sins will be forgiven by God. Sin Boldly is more about when you have the free will to choose 
between various options and decisions and realize that inherent with any of the options or decisions there may be conse-
quences that could be sinful (damaging one’s relationship with God, neighbor, or creation) we trust the forgiveness of sins 
gives us the courage to act courageously by our reverent best guesses. We sin boldly, because we believe that even if our 
actions inadvertently result in a sin against God, neighbor, or creation we trust the forgiveness of sins through Christ’s 
death and resurrection gives us new life and the ability to try again. We don’t remain stuck in despair but strive toward the 
hope of God’s kingdom breaking into our world through our bold reverent best guesses of actions and words.  
So, people of God, in this month we celebrate the Reformation I invite and encourage you to sin boldly and believe more 
boldly that Christ forgives our sins. Make your reverent best guesses in life and may God’s will be revealed by what you say 
and do. I believe the world will be a better place when we do. 

 
 

“Genesis” Bible Discussion for Daily Living Began Sep 18/20 
ad Continues into October 7:00PM/9:30AM 

The book of Genesis traces our origins from cosmic beginnings through the 
stories preserved in pre-history. Each story provides us with a glimpse of God’s 
intentions, how God acts, and who we are in relationship to God and the rest 
of creation. In this study, participants will explore early stories of faith and 
God’s promise in the book of Genesis through each session’s big question. 
Join the discussion on either Mondays from 7:00-8:30 PM or on Wednesdays 
from 9:30-11:00 AM in Room 112 if joining in person or clicking on the Zoom 
link from Our Savior’s website home page to join virtually from home. The 8-
week course will cover the following questions on the corresponding dates.  

Oct 2/4 Trouble in Paradise: How does God deal with evil?  Genesis 6-9 
Oct 9/11 Hanging on a Promise: How long, O Lord?   Genesis 11-18 
Oct 16/18 How could God ask such a thing?    Genesis 21-25 
Oct 23/25 Does God love just anyone?     Genesis 27-32 
Oct 30/Nov 1 The Future: Yours, Mine, or Ours?    Genesis 37-41 
Nov 6/8 Are We Promise Bearers?     Genesis 42-50 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of  Our Savior 

Thank You Volunteers! 
 

Have you noticed that is seems like the same people volunteer to be worship assis-
tants; readers, ushers, altar guild helpers, communion assistants, counters? 
 
We hope you will prayerfully consider getting involved.  
 
Communion Assistants regularly say how honored they are to give out the Lord’s 
Supper.  

 
If you are interested in volunteering a little of your time to any of these ministries, please contact Sandy and she will 
send your name along to the appropriate chair. lcossandy@gmail.com, 856-429-5122. 
 
Volunteers are the heart of our worship and help to keep worship running smoothly. We appreciate our volunteers 
and hope we can add you to the list! 
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Forget Pumpkins!  It's Time 
to Make the Ornaments! 

 
Yes, we know everyone is thinking 
pumpkins and fall, but the Christmas 
holiday season rushes in right after 
Halloween, so it’s time to get a head 

start on making this year’s SIS Christmas orna-
ment.  We’re dedicating the proceeds from the orna-
ments to Lutheran Disaster Response to help the peo-
ple of Maui, Hawaii. 
  
All  women of the church are invited to join us for a 
potluck luncheon in Parish Hall on Sunday, Oct. 15 at 
noon.  Come for the lunch and socializing and stay to 
help us make this year’s Christmas ornament.  There 
will be plenty of space to spread out, and plenty of 
time for eating and making new friends.  Please bring 
a dish to share.  Beverages will be provided.   
  
All are welcome.  Not a crafter?  You’re not 
alone.  Come anyway.  This is an easy one, and there 
are always ways for unskilled hands to help.  Please 
RSVP to Millie King, mmking0105@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach Committee  
“Outreach” at LCOS is: 

• Reaching out to our fellow members who have 
not been attending church to find out how they are 
doing, let them know we are missing them and pray-
ing for them. 

• Contacting first time and recurring visitors to say 
“Hello and welcome to our church”. 

• Checking within our town, neighboring communi-
ties, and organizations on how we can help and be-
come more engaged in the good works they do on a 
regular basis. 

• Finding out how we can help others in any way 
spiritually, mentally, and/or physically. 

Showing we care for all people, let our congrega-
tion shine a warm light and an loving out-
stretched hand to all so they know we are truly 
concerned for them and willing to help. 
The Outreach Committee will be having their 
first meeting after the 9:30 AM church service 
on Sunday, September 24th.  Please contact me 
Kristine Monsen cell # (856) 669-7160 kem-
lmm@aol.com if you have any questions or if 
you are interested in joining.  Looking forward 
to hearing from you! 

Kristine Monsen 
 
 
 

 

 

Please keep the following people in 
your prayers:  

Pat Stewart, Barb Standke, Marianne Aponte, 
Bonnie Richards, Gail Hoffman, Jon Batch-
elor, Bill Wilson, Bob Heinze, Mike Stolarick, 

Lee Sargent, Carolyn Malecka, Louise Bader, Noelle Corressel, 
Clive Crosby, Doris Rell, Dick Wilson, Shirley Stambaugh, baby 
Mavis, Suzanne Tracy, Mikael Eliasen, Terri Meihling, Savannah Martin 
Fox.  John Leach,  Marie Lattanzi Morris, Mary Stoops, Wesley Roche, 
Pamela Ilves-Goldberger, Shellee Conley, Debbie Hodulik, Dolores Little-
ton, Kelly Mosteller, Angela Melchiorre,  Sheamus Joseph Kinnarney, Mike 
DiMartinis, Shuvanon Shahid, Eric Kelly, Shellee Conley, Steven Alutore, 
Brenda Jarger, Dale & Maureen Runge, Lois Cummins,  Rich DeBella, 
Ralph Volpe, Peggy Miller, Rosemary Dougherty, Colin Lawlor, Amelia 
Marchese, Albert Kern, Michelle Mavis, John Rell, Larry Thatcher, Scott 
Hansen, Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith 
Maull, Connie Verner, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika, 
Saunders Family, Sandy Ferguson, Terry Mitchell, Bette Roncace, Nicholas 
Juele, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col. Fred C. Anderson, Fred Mof-
fitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy Lombardo, Betty Schurmann, El-
va Mastrando, Chuck Atkinson,  Sophia Campos, William T family, 
Ryan Roberts, Ed Miller,  David Wenck 
 
Please keep us updated with the prayer list. If anyone 
should be removed or added, please let us know. Sandy—
lcossandy@gmail.com 

 
Pantry  

Pantry: We are currently serving 12 Families: 35 People: 20 
Adults, 11 Teens, and 4 Children. Lynn Block 
 
Pantry Thank Yous: “Thank you so much for your help with 
groceries and food cards. Your help, for the food Pantry is price-
less for our family! We thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
Sincerely from the entire family of seven.” “ Thank you for your 
continued support with the hard times I am going through. I can 
always depend on your help from eh Pantry Angels. Please ex-
tend my thanks to the congregation.”  

 

Church Office Hours 
The church office is closed on Friday which 
gives the staff a 2-day weekend. Normal work-
ing hours are Sunday, 7:30-11:30 AM, Monday-
Thursday 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM.  Pastor is on 
member visitations on Wednesday afternoons. 
Sandy works from home on Mondays but is 

available by calling the church office phone which also rings on 
her cell phone. Unless it is an emergency please refrain from 
contacting the staff on their days off. Everyone needs a couple 
of days to recharge! Sandy DeDonatis 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
               

 Mustard Seed Community Childcare 
 

Mustard Seed has entered its third year!  We had an exciting summer with an 8-week camp.  We averaged 
approximately 8-11 children each week.  We took the campers on a field trip to Storybook Land.  It was a 
fun day for all!   
At the end of August our staff met for two days for their annual staff orientation.  This year all staff renewed 

their CPR/1st aid certification.  We also had our New Family Meet & Greet.  September 5th was our first day of school 
where we welcomed 54 new KED (Kindergarten Extended Day) children.  We have 19 children in our morning session 
and 35 in our afternoon session.  So far, the favorite part of the day is the bus ride to and from the schools.   
We are proud sponsor again this year of Healthy Kids Running for the Fall and Spring sessions again this year. They are an 
organization the gets the children out and running. Many of our Mustard Seed children participate in this each year. 
We have completed our first year of repayment to LCOS for our original loan and have just paid the first quarter of our 
second year on the loan.  
We are now accepting registrations for our Fall Camp for the first week in November when schools are closed. 
Our Mustard Seed children love guest readers, if you would like to come read a story to the children, please contact me to 
set up a time.   Donna Marie Clancy 856-669-4491 or director@mustardseedccos.org 
We are blessed to have a wonderful Board of Trustees and I thank them for their support and guidance.  
Donna Marie Clancy 

 
Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of  preventive health screen-

ings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at  
Lutheran Church of  Our Savior on Friday, October 6, 2023.  

 
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque): An ultrasound is performed to screen the carotid arteries for 
buildup of fatty plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the leading causes of stroke. 

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening: An Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed using blood pressure cuffs on 
the arms and legs. It is important to screen for PAD because it increases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart attack, or 
stroke.1 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA): An ultrasound is performed to screen the abdominal aorta for the presence of an 
enlargement or aneurysm. AAA can lead to a ruptured aortic artery, which is a serious medical emergency. 
Atrial Fibrillation: A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the arms and legs to screen for 
Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart failure, and other heart-related complications.2 
 
These 4 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  Register by calling toll free 1-844-591-7160, text the word "circle" 
to 216-279-1607 or online at https://llsa.social/HC 
 

 
Reducing World Hunger One FMSC Manna Pack at a Time  

Nov 17-18 
“A growling belly cannot hear.” That was a quote Pastor Wayne shared back in 2015 
after he and a group from First Presbyterian Church in Haddonfield went to Haiti to 
witness the impact that the Manna Packs have made in the lives of schoolchildren. The 
Manna Packs are made up of soy, rice, vitamins, and dried veggies that were packed at 
mobile packs around the United States by the non-profit group, Feed My Starving 

Children. Prior to the pandemic, the Haddonfield Council of Churches sponsored mobile pack events in the spring or fall 
with the goal of volunteers packing up to half a million packs over the course of a weekend at their peak.  
“It is amazing to realize how many meals a team of 8-10 people at a table can pack in 90 minutes and even more amazing 
how many children it will feed for a year!” one packer shared back in 2019 when the last mobile pack event was held. “I 
couldn’t believe how much fun I had the whole time we were scooping the different ingredients into the bags, weighing, 
and sealing them before packing them into boxes. The FMSC people kept our enthusiasm up with the music and cheers.”  
Want to be a part of this year’s Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack Event? Our 
Savior will be creating a sign up for various time slots on either Friday night or Satur-
day November 17-18. More information will be coming in the November Messenger 
but pencil in the dates now to be a part of reducing world hunger among children one 
FMSC Manna Pack at a time the weekend before Thanksgiving.  
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• Acme or Shop-Rite Gift Cards  
• Monetary Donations 
• Tuna/canned meat 
• Spaghetti Sauce 
• PB&J 
• Paper Towels 

mailto:mmking0105@gmail.com
mailto:kemlmm@aol.com
mailto:kemlmm@aol.com
mailto:director@mustardseedccos.org
https://llsa.social/HSC
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Some Information On Creators of  Hymns and Hymnals              

When I play a hymn or liturgy that I have done so often that my fingers and feet follow the 
music without me having to look on the page, I like to look into the congregation and watch 
what people are doing during the hymn. My favorite is parents patiently showing their children 
what word and line we are on, but I also love seeing those who also know the hymn well 
enough to just sing the words without having to lower their eyes to the page. No matter where 
someone is in their hymn knowledge, I really love seeing people actively participating in hymn 

singing and would love to see people get to know hymns better. Let me “introduce” you to a hymn by the names you en-
counter looking at the page! 
The name you see for a hymn at the top of the page is most often simply the first line of the hymn. The few exceptions are 
the lines of refrains that you know by heart – “On Eagle’s Wings” or “How Great Thou Art.” Would you recognize the 
hymns if you only saw the lines “You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord” or “Oh Lord my God, when I in awesome 
wonder”?  There are also quite a few Easter hymns starting out with the long awaited “Hallelujah!,” so sometimes the line 
after the Hallelujahs is used as its name to avoid confusion.  
The names that are more “hidden” when you are looking at the hymnal are actually the names of those without whom the 
hymn would not exist, and often, it takes quite a few people! If you look at the bottom of each hymn, you find the original 
poet of the text, its translator if the original is in a different language, if any verses were added or altered, the names of 
those creators, and at the bottom the composer and possibly where the music was first found. To make it more interesting, 
our hymnal also adds the years of the creators. For example, if you look at ELW 476 “Thee We Adore, O Savior” you will 
see that the original text was written by Thomas Aquinas , who lived 1227-1274! It was not translated into English until 600 
years later by Gerard Manley Hopkins and James R. Woodford, who lived in the 1800s. The music for ELW 735 
“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” was written by living composer Carolyn Jennings, the text by Jean Janzen, born 
1933, but originally based on the words of Julian of  Norwich who lived 1342-1413! (If anyone tells you that the idea of a 
mothering God is modern, tell them that it is actually centuries old, as we see in this hymn!) 
As you sing the hymns, notice the names! How old is the text? Was it written by a man or a woman? Is it originally English 
or a different language? Was it published somewhere else before making it into the hymnal? We give thanks for the creators 
of the music we get to sing, and pray for those writing music today that God inspires them to write beautiful, singable prais-
es. As always, if there is a hymn you wish to hear, let me know, and I will try my best to work it into our worship. Pauline 

 
 

Blessing of  Pets/Animals on Oct 8 at 5:30 PM  
 Memorial Garden Fountain 

“Will you be blessing the pets this year? Luna sure could use one,” asked one of Pastor Wayne’s 
neighbors one morning a week ago. He was walking his Norwegian Elkhound, Greta when Lu-
na, an 11-year-old White Swiss Shepherd and her owner passed by. “She’s beginning to suffer 
the aches and pains of age,” she shared. “I hear you. So is Greta.” Our pets are members of our family, and we enlist God’s 
blessing on them the same as our two-legged family members. “I sure will. It will be on the second Sunday of October. 
Look for it on the church sign. I’ll have to add a Laying On of Hands for Healing as well this year!”  
St. Francis of Assisi has long been associated with being the patron saint of animals whose commemoration as a renewer of 
the church is observed on October 4. As a way of remembering this Saint of the Church and our calling by God to care for 
creation and its creatures The Lutheran Church of Our Savior will hold a Blessing of the Animals service on Sun-
day, October 8, beginning at 5:30 p.m. outside in and around the Memorial Garden area.  
Members, friends, and neighbors are invited to bring their pets for a blessing service that will include prayer, readings, sing-
ing, and a blessing of the animals by Pastor Wayne Zschech for those who bring their pets to the service. Please have your 
pets either on a leash, crated, caged, or in a bowl for the blessing. Be sure to let your neighbors know as well as your 
friends as this is open to the public just as are all our worship services. 

 
 

Sabrina LaBelle, Director of  Children and Family Ministries 
 
Faith Stepping Stone: Bibles for 3rd Graders 
Third graders and their parents are invited to attend the 60-minute Faith Stepping Stone 
class “Stepping into God’s Stories” on Sunday, October 15 at 10:45 following worship. The 
focus of the class is on the importance of studying God’s word of the Bible in a disciple’s 
daily life. Parents and children will highlight key passages in each book of the new Spark 
Bible (NRSV) the children will be receiving each night using the FAITH5 model for Family 

Home Huddles. Children who participate in the class will receive a blessing on Reformation Sunday, October 29, at the 
9:30 worship service. Those participating are asked to confirm their attendance by calling or emailing the Director of Chil-
dren’s and Family Ministries, Sabrina LaBelle at smgvasta@gmail.com. 
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Stewards of  God’s Gifts…serving all people, following the example of  Jesus  
and striving for justice and peace in all the earth 

This year at Our Savior we’ve been unwrapping the gifts God gives directly to us when we are baptized and 
again when we reaffirm our baptism.  God responds to the five promises we make by giving us gifts to help us 

in our faith journey.  He doesn’t expect us to do it by ourselves.  Instead, He gives us relationships among God’s faithful 
people so that we don’t go through life alone.  He nourishes our faith through His word and the Lord’s supper.  He helps us 
to understand the good news of the gift of His son, Jesus.  
These are gifts directly from God to us—relationship, nourishment, forgiveness and love.  They strengthen, comfort, and 
keep us spiritually safe…but then come the last two promises we make.  For we are called to turn around and give these 
gifts away by promising to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth.  
That’s a big promise to make, to follow the example of Jesus.  Really, who can be as perfect and giving of themselves as Je-
sus?  It’s not easy to serve all people…a few friends who need help, maybe.  But ALL people?  Plus, striving for justice and 
peace in all the earth sounds like a hopeless task. 
Yet we’ve promised to do just that, to share the concrete gifts and the intangible ones we’ve received with a world that 
needs them.  Are we up to the challenge? 
OCTOBER IS LCOS APPRECIATION MONTH 
The Congregational Resources Committee is proud to be part of this community of believers who generously share God’s 
blessings and love with their neighbors, not only in the good times, but also in the uncertain ones.  We think you’re worth 
celebrating, so watch for some treats and surprises throughout the month.  Thank you for supporting your church.  
Congregational Resources Committee 

 

Council Hears Evoke Engagement Experts Assessment and  
Recommendations of  Our Savior’s Being a  

Visitor Friendly and Welcoming Congregation 
“Overall, the Lutheran Church of Our Savior scored a 7 out of 10 on being a welcoming congregation to those visiting and 
worshipping for the first time,” shared Kelly Champagne of Evoke Engagement Experts. Pastor Wayne had met Kelly and 
her team at the Rostered Ministers Gathering in Phoenix in July and requested they be engaged to provide the assessment 
with the goal of discovering how Our Savior’s congregation and physical building can be more welcoming to first-time visi-
tors as well as engage potential visitors through our website and social media.  
Kelly and Evoke team member, Emily Christiansen, shared both what Our Savior is doing well and where improvements 
can be made in the short and long term, as well as how their company can partner with the congregation in reaching more 
initial visitors and engaging current members. “The hardest part of creating a welcoming church for visitors is cultivating a 
culture of welcomeness, which your people already have. Website changes and social media engagement is an easier fix that 
will only assist what your are already doing well,” Kelly shared. The Council agreed to create a sub-group to evaluate 
Evoke’s proposal and what services, if any, they would recommend in bolstering our communication with the congregation 
and community. A recommendation will be made at the October meeting. Pastor Wayne 
 

Ukrainian Moms Learn to Drive as Their Children March to New Beat 
“I passed!” exclaimed Ira Chastukhina as she proudly showed off her official learners permit to drive. Both she and her old-
er sister, Natalia, successfully passed their written exams and are now seeking to enlist in a driving school to learn how to 
drive on the road as they seek to get their official NJ drivers licenses. A car has been donated to the family of seven through 
a member of Congregation Tol Ami, whereby the family can practice and eventually be able to drive to work, doctor ap-
pointments, and to see their children perform in school events out of town. What is their biggest fear? “Driving on the 
highway with all those cars! Oi! We don’t have so many cars in Dnipro.”  
Their children are also marching to the beat of some new drums this school year. Nick and Kyrylo are both juniors at Had-
donfield Memorial High School and are members of the Marching Colonials with Nick in the drumline and Kyrylo playing 
the tuba. You can hear and see them performing during halftime at the football games and at the competitions. Ira’s young-
est child, Sonya, entered Haddonfield Middle School this year and is really working hard to improve her basketball skills 
when she isn’t singing with Children Song that hold rehearsals at Our Savior. Natalia’s son, Mark, has shown his abilities on 
the soccer field and is one of the captains for the Dawg’s Junior Varsity Soccer team this season.  
“What does the family still need?” you might ask. Since the two moms are not employed full-time their financial resources 
are still meager. After addressing some initial dental and dermatology concerns there is still some dental work that needs to 
be done for long-term repair. Additionally, the two oldest boys, Nick and Kyrylo, will be seeking U.S. Work Authorization 
Permits that include a Social Security Number so they can also begin looking for part-time work when they aren’t studying 
or marching in the band. Contributions to the Refugee Fund of Our Savior’s Dedicated Account will enable those medical 
bills not covered by Medicaid or Medicare to not eat into their paycheck that currently provides for food not covered by our 
Pantry or the Cherry Hill Food Pantry as well as expenses not covered by material donations. Make checks payable to 
“LCOS” with “REFUGEE FUND” in the memo line. Pastor Wayne 



 
 
 
                

Justice and Peace Round Up 
 
Join LCOS on Oct. 5 at 5:45 pm. for the Haddon Twp. Pride Parade, and show the world 
that the Canadian wildfire smoke didn’t dampen your support!    We’re meeting in the Haddon 
Twp. Patco parking lot.  Wear your LCOS tie-dyed tee or your own colorful or rainbow-themed 
shirt.  Individuals, families, young and old—all are welcome to join the fun.  Contact Jeanne 
Coleman-Jones for more info. 
 
October 11 is National Coming Out Day… and this year celebrations return to Philadelphia 

for the first time since 2019.  The three-day event called OURfest (Our Uniting Resilience, Oct. 6-8) will offer a resource 
fair, a festival and other events, including their first parade on Oct. 7.  Could it be that South Jersey got a jump on our 
Philly neighbors on this one?  NCD annually raises awareness of the queer community and the need to continue advocat-
ing for their civil rights. 
 
The NJ Institute for Social Justice launched a Reparations Council on June 19… the date known as Juneteenth, the 
Federal holiday commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans.  The Newark-based racial and social  
justice advocacy group chose a Perth Amboy Raritan River wharf where slaves entered the state and were sold in centuries 
past to launch its Reparations Council.  The council’s nine committees will study and take public testimony on the topics 
of the legacy of New Jersey’s slave history, economic justice, democracy, policing, health, environmental justice, public nar-
rative and memory, segregation and faith.  
 
The committee studying NJ’s slave history held a public session on Sept 26.  It was the first of what are expected to be 
nine virtual sessions, one for each committee,  to discuss findings so far and to hear public testimony.  The Reparations 
Council plans to make its final recommendations in two years on Juneteenth 2025. 
 
The NJ Institute for Social Justice created the council after a bill to create a state Reparations Task Force stalled again in 
the state Legislature.  The bill to study the various forms of reparations was first proposed in 2019, and reintroduced every 
year since. The bill would have done what the Institute for Social Justice now plans to do. 
 
According to South Orange resident Khalil Gibran Muhammad, co-chair of the council and a professor at Harvard’s Ken-
nedy School of Government, “… this council is doing the work that the Legislature should be doing in an effort to move 
forward with a plan of action.  The issue of reparations, perhaps in the state of New Jersey, remains controversial enough 
that some elected officials fear that there may be political backlash by moving forward.” 
 
Interested in learning more?  The next meeting of the Justice  and Peace Committee will be on October 15, 10:45 a.m. 
in the LCOS Parlor.  Please join us! Justice & Peace Committee 

 
Senior Game Day Is Back! 

We gather again for Senior Game Day on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at noon for another enjoyable 
lunch and afternoon of cards, Mexican Train, and fellowship. Each month we will meet on the 
4th Tuesday unless as indicated*. Invite your friends of all ages to join us, the more the merrier!  
• The schedule for the rest of 2023 into 2024: , Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Dec. 19*, Jan. 23, 
Feb. 27, March 26, Apr. 23, May 21*, June 25. 

A one-time per new season of $30 for LCOS members and $40 for non-members is requested to help defray the cost of 
the lunch. Checks may be made out to “LCOS”.  If the cost is a burden please talk to me.  
It would be helpful for me if you would RSVP a week before the scheduled date so that there will be enough food and 
drinks for everyone. Please RSVP to : Judy Caravelli    Text/Call:   609 471-5830 Email:   2006jac@comcast.net   

 
 

Newcomer Class & Tour Offered Sunday, Oct 8; 10:45-2:00 
On Sunday, October 8, from 10:45-2:00 there will be a Newcomer Orientation/lunch offered in 
the Parish Hall for those interested in learning more about the ministry at Our Savior and how 
you can get involved. Each person/family will receive a Congregation Information Binder that 
contains: 

• A Pictorial Directory 
• A Congregational History overview 
• A Time & Talent survey to assist in getting you connected to ministry 
• A Leadership Contact Page  
• Membership Form (for those interested in becoming Voting Members). 
Then prepare to learn some new faces and names in the congregation on Reformation Sunday, October 29! New members 
will be received into the congregation of Our Savior at the worship service they normally attend with a photo taken of 
each family to help in putting names with faces.  

 
                 October 2023            Messenger               page 5 

 

Congregational Support:  January – August 2023 
 Year                                       Average YTD Attendance*                          Total General Fund Offerings               

2021                                                     166                                                                    $251,876                

2022                                168                                              $261,891 

2023                                                         170                                                                      $285,823 

      * Since March 2021, when church reopened, the in-person attendance at all services is added to the livestream Face-
Book numbers to get the total number in attendance for any given week.  Livestream attendance is calculated using a for-
mula provided by the ELCA:  number of one-minute views on livestream multiplied by 2 to get the number of people 
worshipping by livestream.         

Thank You for Your Faithfulness in Being Stewards of God’s Love 
Thank you to all who put their offering envelops into the plate in person, mail them to the church office, 
or give electronically.  Thanks very much for sharing your blessings so that others may know God’s love. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR: AUGUST 2023 
REPORT    

FINANCIAL NARRATIVE      

  

August Envelope and Congregational Challenge offerings of $41,613 exceeding expecta-
tions of $31,663. We are estimating Year End Envelope offering to meet Plan and Con-
gregational Challenge offering to be above   

  Plan by $5,000.    

  Other Income is estimated to be below Plan by $2,300 as a result of Matching Funds  

  

not being received as expected. Expenses are estimated to be below Plan by $5,624 as a 
result of Salary and Benefits below Plan by $10,799 as a result of the Director of Youth & 
Family Ministry change.  

  Property Expense estimate has been increased due to the recent storm damage.   

  We are estimating a Year Net Income of $8,325.   

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2023  AUGUST 
YEAR TO 

DATE YEAR END 
ESTI-

MATED 

   BUDGET 2023  2023  ESTIMATE 
YE VARI-

ANCE 

REVENUE      

  Envelopes 451,250 41,613  285,196  460,000 8,750 

  
Other Income- Ex 
MGB Support 59,700  3,360  36,955  57,400  (2,300) 

  
Congregational 
Challenge 5,000  0  627  1,250  (3,750) 

  
Memorial Gift 
Board Support 0  0  2,435  0  0  

  Total Revenue 515,950  44,973  325,213  518,650  2,700  

EXPENSE      

  Salary & Benefits 343,515  25,043  225,596  332,716  (10,799) 

  Property 66,625  6,810  40,135  68,225  1,600  

  Administration 48,297  3,860  32,784  50,897  2,600  

  Program Ministries 57,513  5,399  33,896  58,488  975  

  Total Expense 515,950  41,112  332,411  510,326  (5,624) 

INCOME 0 3,861  (7,198) 8,325  8,325  

mailto:2006jac@comcast.net
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Holiday Food Drive 2023 
Celebrating Blessings While Helping Those in Need 

   
As we celebrate our many blessings this November, consider sharing with 
those who are in need. There are people right in our communities who do 
not have enough to eat, and you can help change that.  
   
Holiday Food bags and donation envelopes will be available beginning 
October 22, 2023. Food bags will be available inside the sliding doors, on 

table outside the kitchen, and on the table in the narthex. Donations will benefit the Peace Center at Bridge of Peace 
Church in Camden, a ministry to the poor and homeless in Camden, and the 12 LCOS Pantry families. There will be bags 
for the LCOS Pantry families (with orange flyers), and bags for the Peace Center at Bridge of Peace Church (green flyers). 
The deadline to return bags to the church is November 12, 2023.Please return to area to the right of doors to Parish Hall.  
   
Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation, please make checks payable to LCOS, and indicate Holiday Food Drive in 
memo line and mail to the church at 204 Wayne Avenue, Haddonfield, NJ 08033. Donations for the Holiday Food Drive 
can also be made online thru Simply Giving at http://oursaviorhaddonfield.org/simply-giving/. Go to link to donate to the 
Holiday Food Drive. Contact Betsy Kuehn at 856-429-3355 or betsy406@comcast.net with questions. Thank you in ad-
vance for your generosity.   Betsy Kuehn  

   
 
My Father’s House Update 
 
We are asking the congregation to donate boxes of individually wrapped, non-perishable snacks 
(granola bars, popcorn, pretzels, etc.) along with cases of single-serve drinks (water, soda, Gatorade, 
iced tea, etc.).  Donations can be left on the designated shelves just outside of Parish Hall. Gabby 
Berrios, coordinator of this ministry, will deliver the food and drinks to My Father’s House.  

 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who have contributed to the long term success of the Father’s House ministry over the 
years. If you have questions or would like to help deliver donations, please reach out to  Gabby Berrios 
(mrsbee8123@outlook.com) Gabby Berrios 
 
   

The Power of  Coffee Hour 
Coffee hour creates space for strengthening bonds of friendship and for strangers to be welcomed 
into the community. Fellowship and hospitality are ingrained in church culture. We seek a space for 
community, deeper connection, and comfort with our siblings in Christ. 
Scripture tells us we cannot neglect each other by not meeting up, but we need to carve out space 
for each other. “not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one an-
other, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25). 
My congregation asked if we could return to coffee hour a few months back. They missed each 
other. For them, attending church and leaving wasn’t enough. The community piece was absent 
and left them wanting more. They weren’t spiritually fed, at least not fully, because there was no community. To gather 
with one another is sacred because when that space is carved out, you bridge the gap between church and community. 
This message is excerpted from “The power of coffee hour” by Ralen Robinson in the August 2022 Café online magazine.  
This was excerpted from Daily Grace, a daily devotional prepared by Women of the ELCA. Used with permission  
 
Coffee Time at LCOS (8:30 am - 9:30 am) is supported by Fellowship Ministry and LCOS’ committees. LCOS leadership 
and committee chairs have been assigned a Sunday to bring treats to the church kitchen by 8:15 a.m.  Please take a moment 
to stop by Coffee Hour for coffee, tea, juice, fruit, cheese, bagels and some really tempting desserts!  Best of  all, come for 
the Fellowship! Ruth Fisher 

 
 

October Coffee Time Schedule 
Oct. 1—Social Ministry 
Oct. 8—Confirmation Class of 2024 
Oct. 15—Confirmation Class of 2025 
Oct. 22—Sunday School & Christian Ed. 
Oct. 29— Congregation Resources 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

October 2023 Regular Events 
SUNDAYS MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS FRIDAYS SATURDAYS 

8:00 AM Sanctuary 

Worship, 9:30 AM 

Sanctuary Worship 

&  Facebook Live, 

9:00-9:20  AM 

Reflections  in 

Parlor 

9:00 AM Coffee 

Time 

10:40-11:00 AM 

Cherub Choir 

10:00-12:00 & 1:00-

3:00 Art Class 

5:30-8:30 

ChildrenSong – 

Choir Room 

6:30-8:30 Possibility 

Players - PH 

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
Bible Discussion 

10:30 AM Pastors’ 
Pericope 
 
2:30 PM Staff 
Meeting 

 

9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
Bible Discussion  
 
3:00-4:00 PM Tai Chi 

11:00-1:00 & 7:30-

9:30 PM Art Class 

6:30-9:15 PM Tai Chi 

6:45-7:45 PM Bell 

Choir 

7:45 PM Music 

Theory 

8:00 PM Adult Choir 

  

October 2023 Special Events 

The monthly calendar is subject to change. Please check the weekly calendar posted in the Sunday bulletin. 

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
10:45 W&M Mtg 

2 3 
2:00 PM Local Vocal 
 
6:00 PM 
Congregation 
Resources 
 
7:00 PM Church 
Council 
 
7:00 PM 
Toastmasters 

4 
 

5 
No Choir 
Rehearsals 
 
9:00 AM Fix-It Team 
 
9:30 AM Mission 
Quilts 
 
5:45 PM Pride 
Parade 

6 
Lifeline Screening 

7 
8:00-9:30 AM 
ChildrenSong 

Pastor Off 

Pauline Off 

8 
10:45 AM 
Fellowship Mtg.  
 
10:45 AM 
Newcomer Class 
 
5:30 Animal 
Blessing 
 
6:30 PM 
Confirmation 

9 Columbus Day 

 
 No Art Class 
 

10  
7:00 PM 
Toastmasters  

11 
 

12 
9:30 AM Mission 
Quilts 
 
DiFelice Wedding 
Rehearsal 

13 
 

14 
2:00 PM DiFelice 
Wedding 

Sabrina, Sandy Off 

15  
10:45AM 1st Bible 
Class 
 
10:45 AM Justice & 
Peace Mtg. 
 
10:45 S~I~S-PH 

16    
 
 

17 
7:00 Social Ministry 
Mtg 
 
7:00 PM 
Toastmasters 

18 
 

19 
Messenger Deadline 
 
9:00 AM Fix-It Team 
 
 

20 
 

21 
8:00-9:30 AM 
ChildrenSong 

22 
Downs Baptism 
 
11:30 AM 
Oktoberfest 
 
6:30 PM 
Confirmation 
 

23 
6:00 Congregation 
Resources Mtg. 

24 
12:00 Senior Game 
Day 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
Messenger Mailing 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
9:00-10:30 AM Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
1:00-4:00 PM 
LaFleur/Saeger 
Wedding Sanctuary & 
PH 

 29 Reformation 
 
1st Bible & New 
Members Rcvd 
 
10:45 AM Outreach 
Mtg. 

30 
 

31 Halloween  
 

  
 

  

http://oursaviorhaddonfield.org/simply-giving/
mailto:betsy406@comcast.net
mailto:mrsbee8123@outlook.com
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=30ef3e8a57&e=1a708a89d5
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=9861a10551&e=1a708a89d5
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http://oursaviorhaddonfield.org/simply-giving/
mailto:betsy406@comcast.net
mailto:mrsbee8123@outlook.com
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Justice and Peace Round Up 
 
Join LCOS on Oct. 5 at 5:45 pm. for the Haddon Twp. Pride Parade, and show the world 
that the Canadian wildfire smoke didn’t dampen your support!    We’re meeting in the Haddon 
Twp. Patco parking lot.  Wear your LCOS tie-dyed tee or your own colorful or rainbow-themed 
shirt.  Individuals, families, young and old—all are welcome to join the fun.  Contact Jeanne 
Coleman-Jones for more info. 
 
October 11 is National Coming Out Day… and this year celebrations return to Philadelphia 

for the first time since 2019.  The three-day event called OURfest (Our Uniting Resilience, Oct. 6-8) will offer a resource 
fair, a festival and other events, including their first parade on Oct. 7.  Could it be that South Jersey got a jump on our 
Philly neighbors on this one?  NCD annually raises awareness of the queer community and the need to continue advocat-
ing for their civil rights. 
 
The NJ Institute for Social Justice launched a Reparations Council on June 19… the date known as Juneteenth, the 
Federal holiday commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans.  The Newark-based racial and social  
justice advocacy group chose a Perth Amboy Raritan River wharf where slaves entered the state and were sold in centuries 
past to launch its Reparations Council.  The council’s nine committees will study and take public testimony on the topics 
of the legacy of New Jersey’s slave history, economic justice, democracy, policing, health, environmental justice, public nar-
rative and memory, segregation and faith.  
 
The committee studying NJ’s slave history held a public session on Sept 26.  It was the first of what are expected to be 
nine virtual sessions, one for each committee,  to discuss findings so far and to hear public testimony.  The Reparations 
Council plans to make its final recommendations in two years on Juneteenth 2025. 
 
The NJ Institute for Social Justice created the council after a bill to create a state Reparations Task Force stalled again in 
the state Legislature.  The bill to study the various forms of reparations was first proposed in 2019, and reintroduced every 
year since. The bill would have done what the Institute for Social Justice now plans to do. 
 
According to South Orange resident Khalil Gibran Muhammad, co-chair of the council and a professor at Harvard’s Ken-
nedy School of Government, “… this council is doing the work that the Legislature should be doing in an effort to move 
forward with a plan of action.  The issue of reparations, perhaps in the state of New Jersey, remains controversial enough 
that some elected officials fear that there may be political backlash by moving forward.” 
 
Interested in learning more?  The next meeting of the Justice  and Peace Committee will be on October 15, 10:45 a.m. 
in the LCOS Parlor.  Please join us! Justice & Peace Committee 

 
Senior Game Day Is Back! 

We gather again for Senior Game Day on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at noon for another enjoyable 
lunch and afternoon of cards, Mexican Train, and fellowship. Each month we will meet on the 
4th Tuesday unless as indicated*. Invite your friends of all ages to join us, the more the merrier!  
• The schedule for the rest of 2023 into 2024: , Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Dec. 19*, Jan. 23, 
Feb. 27, March 26, Apr. 23, May 21*, June 25. 

A one-time per new season of $30 for LCOS members and $40 for non-members is requested to help defray the cost of 
the lunch. Checks may be made out to “LCOS”.  If the cost is a burden please talk to me.  
It would be helpful for me if you would RSVP a week before the scheduled date so that there will be enough food and 
drinks for everyone. Please RSVP to : Judy Caravelli    Text/Call:   609 471-5830 Email:   2006jac@comcast.net   

 
 

Newcomer Class & Tour Offered Sunday, Oct 8; 10:45-2:00 
On Sunday, October 8, from 10:45-2:00 there will be a Newcomer Orientation/lunch offered in 
the Parish Hall for those interested in learning more about the ministry at Our Savior and how 
you can get involved. Each person/family will receive a Congregation Information Binder that 
contains: 

• A Pictorial Directory 
• A Congregational History overview 
• A Time & Talent survey to assist in getting you connected to ministry 
• A Leadership Contact Page  
• Membership Form (for those interested in becoming Voting Members). 
Then prepare to learn some new faces and names in the congregation on Reformation Sunday, October 29! New members 
will be received into the congregation of Our Savior at the worship service they normally attend with a photo taken of 
each family to help in putting names with faces.  

 
                 October 2023            Messenger               page 5 

 

Congregational Support:  January – August 2023 
 Year                                       Average YTD Attendance*                          Total General Fund Offerings               

2021                                                     166                                                                    $251,876                

2022                                168                                              $261,891 

2023                                                         170                                                                      $285,823 

      * Since March 2021, when church reopened, the in-person attendance at all services is added to the livestream Face-
Book numbers to get the total number in attendance for any given week.  Livestream attendance is calculated using a for-
mula provided by the ELCA:  number of one-minute views on livestream multiplied by 2 to get the number of people 
worshipping by livestream.         

Thank You for Your Faithfulness in Being Stewards of God’s Love 
Thank you to all who put their offering envelops into the plate in person, mail them to the church office, 
or give electronically.  Thanks very much for sharing your blessings so that others may know God’s love. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR: AUGUST 2023 
REPORT    

FINANCIAL NARRATIVE      

  

August Envelope and Congregational Challenge offerings of $41,613 exceeding expecta-
tions of $31,663. We are estimating Year End Envelope offering to meet Plan and Con-
gregational Challenge offering to be above   

  Plan by $5,000.    

  Other Income is estimated to be below Plan by $2,300 as a result of Matching Funds  

  

not being received as expected. Expenses are estimated to be below Plan by $5,624 as a 
result of Salary and Benefits below Plan by $10,799 as a result of the Director of Youth & 
Family Ministry change.  

  Property Expense estimate has been increased due to the recent storm damage.   

  We are estimating a Year Net Income of $8,325.   

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2023  AUGUST 
YEAR TO 

DATE YEAR END 
ESTI-

MATED 

   BUDGET 2023  2023  ESTIMATE 
YE VARI-

ANCE 

REVENUE      

  Envelopes 451,250 41,613  285,196  460,000 8,750 

  
Other Income- Ex 
MGB Support 59,700  3,360  36,955  57,400  (2,300) 

  
Congregational 
Challenge 5,000  0  627  1,250  (3,750) 

  
Memorial Gift 
Board Support 0  0  2,435  0  0  

  Total Revenue 515,950  44,973  325,213  518,650  2,700  

EXPENSE      

  Salary & Benefits 343,515  25,043  225,596  332,716  (10,799) 

  Property 66,625  6,810  40,135  68,225  1,600  

  Administration 48,297  3,860  32,784  50,897  2,600  

  Program Ministries 57,513  5,399  33,896  58,488  975  

  Total Expense 515,950  41,112  332,411  510,326  (5,624) 

INCOME 0 3,861  (7,198) 8,325  8,325  

mailto:2006jac@comcast.net
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Some Information On Creators of  Hymns and Hymnals              

When I play a hymn or liturgy that I have done so often that my fingers and feet follow the 
music without me having to look on the page, I like to look into the congregation and watch 
what people are doing during the hymn. My favorite is parents patiently showing their children 
what word and line we are on, but I also love seeing those who also know the hymn well 
enough to just sing the words without having to lower their eyes to the page. No matter where 
someone is in their hymn knowledge, I really love seeing people actively participating in hymn 

singing and would love to see people get to know hymns better. Let me “introduce” you to a hymn by the names you en-
counter looking at the page! 
The name you see for a hymn at the top of the page is most often simply the first line of the hymn. The few exceptions are 
the lines of refrains that you know by heart – “On Eagle’s Wings” or “How Great Thou Art.” Would you recognize the 
hymns if you only saw the lines “You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord” or “Oh Lord my God, when I in awesome 
wonder”?  There are also quite a few Easter hymns starting out with the long awaited “Hallelujah!,” so sometimes the line 
after the Hallelujahs is used as its name to avoid confusion.  
The names that are more “hidden” when you are looking at the hymnal are actually the names of those without whom the 
hymn would not exist, and often, it takes quite a few people! If you look at the bottom of each hymn, you find the original 
poet of the text, its translator if the original is in a different language, if any verses were added or altered, the names of 
those creators, and at the bottom the composer and possibly where the music was first found. To make it more interesting, 
our hymnal also adds the years of the creators. For example, if you look at ELW 476 “Thee We Adore, O Savior” you will 
see that the original text was written by Thomas Aquinas , who lived 1227-1274! It was not translated into English until 600 
years later by Gerard Manley Hopkins and James R. Woodford, who lived in the 1800s. The music for ELW 735 
“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” was written by living composer Carolyn Jennings, the text by Jean Janzen, born 
1933, but originally based on the words of Julian of  Norwich who lived 1342-1413! (If anyone tells you that the idea of a 
mothering God is modern, tell them that it is actually centuries old, as we see in this hymn!) 
As you sing the hymns, notice the names! How old is the text? Was it written by a man or a woman? Is it originally English 
or a different language? Was it published somewhere else before making it into the hymnal? We give thanks for the creators 
of the music we get to sing, and pray for those writing music today that God inspires them to write beautiful, singable prais-
es. As always, if there is a hymn you wish to hear, let me know, and I will try my best to work it into our worship. Pauline 

 
 

Blessing of  Pets/Animals on Oct 8 at 5:30 PM  
 Memorial Garden Fountain 

“Will you be blessing the pets this year? Luna sure could use one,” asked one of Pastor Wayne’s 
neighbors one morning a week ago. He was walking his Norwegian Elkhound, Greta when Lu-
na, an 11-year-old White Swiss Shepherd and her owner passed by. “She’s beginning to suffer 
the aches and pains of age,” she shared. “I hear you. So is Greta.” Our pets are members of our family, and we enlist God’s 
blessing on them the same as our two-legged family members. “I sure will. It will be on the second Sunday of October. 
Look for it on the church sign. I’ll have to add a Laying On of Hands for Healing as well this year!”  
St. Francis of Assisi has long been associated with being the patron saint of animals whose commemoration as a renewer of 
the church is observed on October 4. As a way of remembering this Saint of the Church and our calling by God to care for 
creation and its creatures The Lutheran Church of Our Savior will hold a Blessing of the Animals service on Sun-
day, October 8, beginning at 5:30 p.m. outside in and around the Memorial Garden area.  
Members, friends, and neighbors are invited to bring their pets for a blessing service that will include prayer, readings, sing-
ing, and a blessing of the animals by Pastor Wayne Zschech for those who bring their pets to the service. Please have your 
pets either on a leash, crated, caged, or in a bowl for the blessing. Be sure to let your neighbors know as well as your 
friends as this is open to the public just as are all our worship services. 

 
 

Sabrina LaBelle, Director of  Children and Family Ministries 
 
Faith Stepping Stone: Bibles for 3rd Graders 
Third graders and their parents are invited to attend the 60-minute Faith Stepping Stone 
class “Stepping into God’s Stories” on Sunday, October 15 at 10:45 following worship. The 
focus of the class is on the importance of studying God’s word of the Bible in a disciple’s 
daily life. Parents and children will highlight key passages in each book of the new Spark 
Bible (NRSV) the children will be receiving each night using the FAITH5 model for Family 

Home Huddles. Children who participate in the class will receive a blessing on Reformation Sunday, October 29, at the 
9:30 worship service. Those participating are asked to confirm their attendance by calling or emailing the Director of Chil-
dren’s and Family Ministries, Sabrina LaBelle at smgvasta@gmail.com. 
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Stewards of  God’s Gifts…serving all people, following the example of  Jesus  
and striving for justice and peace in all the earth 

This year at Our Savior we’ve been unwrapping the gifts God gives directly to us when we are baptized and 
again when we reaffirm our baptism.  God responds to the five promises we make by giving us gifts to help us 

in our faith journey.  He doesn’t expect us to do it by ourselves.  Instead, He gives us relationships among God’s faithful 
people so that we don’t go through life alone.  He nourishes our faith through His word and the Lord’s supper.  He helps us 
to understand the good news of the gift of His son, Jesus.  
These are gifts directly from God to us—relationship, nourishment, forgiveness and love.  They strengthen, comfort, and 
keep us spiritually safe…but then come the last two promises we make.  For we are called to turn around and give these 
gifts away by promising to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth.  
That’s a big promise to make, to follow the example of Jesus.  Really, who can be as perfect and giving of themselves as Je-
sus?  It’s not easy to serve all people…a few friends who need help, maybe.  But ALL people?  Plus, striving for justice and 
peace in all the earth sounds like a hopeless task. 
Yet we’ve promised to do just that, to share the concrete gifts and the intangible ones we’ve received with a world that 
needs them.  Are we up to the challenge? 
OCTOBER IS LCOS APPRECIATION MONTH 
The Congregational Resources Committee is proud to be part of this community of believers who generously share God’s 
blessings and love with their neighbors, not only in the good times, but also in the uncertain ones.  We think you’re worth 
celebrating, so watch for some treats and surprises throughout the month.  Thank you for supporting your church.  
Congregational Resources Committee 

 

Council Hears Evoke Engagement Experts Assessment and  
Recommendations of  Our Savior’s Being a  

Visitor Friendly and Welcoming Congregation 
“Overall, the Lutheran Church of Our Savior scored a 7 out of 10 on being a welcoming congregation to those visiting and 
worshipping for the first time,” shared Kelly Champagne of Evoke Engagement Experts. Pastor Wayne had met Kelly and 
her team at the Rostered Ministers Gathering in Phoenix in July and requested they be engaged to provide the assessment 
with the goal of discovering how Our Savior’s congregation and physical building can be more welcoming to first-time visi-
tors as well as engage potential visitors through our website and social media.  
Kelly and Evoke team member, Emily Christiansen, shared both what Our Savior is doing well and where improvements 
can be made in the short and long term, as well as how their company can partner with the congregation in reaching more 
initial visitors and engaging current members. “The hardest part of creating a welcoming church for visitors is cultivating a 
culture of welcomeness, which your people already have. Website changes and social media engagement is an easier fix that 
will only assist what your are already doing well,” Kelly shared. The Council agreed to create a sub-group to evaluate 
Evoke’s proposal and what services, if any, they would recommend in bolstering our communication with the congregation 
and community. A recommendation will be made at the October meeting. Pastor Wayne 
 

Ukrainian Moms Learn to Drive as Their Children March to New Beat 
“I passed!” exclaimed Ira Chastukhina as she proudly showed off her official learners permit to drive. Both she and her old-
er sister, Natalia, successfully passed their written exams and are now seeking to enlist in a driving school to learn how to 
drive on the road as they seek to get their official NJ drivers licenses. A car has been donated to the family of seven through 
a member of Congregation Tol Ami, whereby the family can practice and eventually be able to drive to work, doctor ap-
pointments, and to see their children perform in school events out of town. What is their biggest fear? “Driving on the 
highway with all those cars! Oi! We don’t have so many cars in Dnipro.”  
Their children are also marching to the beat of some new drums this school year. Nick and Kyrylo are both juniors at Had-
donfield Memorial High School and are members of the Marching Colonials with Nick in the drumline and Kyrylo playing 
the tuba. You can hear and see them performing during halftime at the football games and at the competitions. Ira’s young-
est child, Sonya, entered Haddonfield Middle School this year and is really working hard to improve her basketball skills 
when she isn’t singing with Children Song that hold rehearsals at Our Savior. Natalia’s son, Mark, has shown his abilities on 
the soccer field and is one of the captains for the Dawg’s Junior Varsity Soccer team this season.  
“What does the family still need?” you might ask. Since the two moms are not employed full-time their financial resources 
are still meager. After addressing some initial dental and dermatology concerns there is still some dental work that needs to 
be done for long-term repair. Additionally, the two oldest boys, Nick and Kyrylo, will be seeking U.S. Work Authorization 
Permits that include a Social Security Number so they can also begin looking for part-time work when they aren’t studying 
or marching in the band. Contributions to the Refugee Fund of Our Savior’s Dedicated Account will enable those medical 
bills not covered by Medicaid or Medicare to not eat into their paycheck that currently provides for food not covered by our 
Pantry or the Cherry Hill Food Pantry as well as expenses not covered by material donations. Make checks payable to 
“LCOS” with “REFUGEE FUND” in the memo line. Pastor Wayne 
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Forget Pumpkins!  It's Time 
to Make the Ornaments! 

 
Yes, we know everyone is thinking 
pumpkins and fall, but the Christmas 
holiday season rushes in right after 
Halloween, so it’s time to get a head 

start on making this year’s SIS Christmas orna-
ment.  We’re dedicating the proceeds from the orna-
ments to Lutheran Disaster Response to help the peo-
ple of Maui, Hawaii. 
  
All  women of the church are invited to join us for a 
potluck luncheon in Parish Hall on Sunday, Oct. 15 at 
noon.  Come for the lunch and socializing and stay to 
help us make this year’s Christmas ornament.  There 
will be plenty of space to spread out, and plenty of 
time for eating and making new friends.  Please bring 
a dish to share.  Beverages will be provided.   
  
All are welcome.  Not a crafter?  You’re not 
alone.  Come anyway.  This is an easy one, and there 
are always ways for unskilled hands to help.  Please 
RSVP to Millie King, mmking0105@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach Committee  
“Outreach” at LCOS is: 

• Reaching out to our fellow members who have 
not been attending church to find out how they are 
doing, let them know we are missing them and pray-
ing for them. 

• Contacting first time and recurring visitors to say 
“Hello and welcome to our church”. 

• Checking within our town, neighboring communi-
ties, and organizations on how we can help and be-
come more engaged in the good works they do on a 
regular basis. 

• Finding out how we can help others in any way 
spiritually, mentally, and/or physically. 

Showing we care for all people, let our congrega-
tion shine a warm light and an loving out-
stretched hand to all so they know we are truly 
concerned for them and willing to help. 
The Outreach Committee will be having their 
first meeting after the 9:30 AM church service 
on Sunday, September 24th.  Please contact me 
Kristine Monsen cell # (856) 669-7160 kem-
lmm@aol.com if you have any questions or if 
you are interested in joining.  Looking forward 
to hearing from you! 

Kristine Monsen 
 
 
 

 

 

Please keep the following people in 
your prayers:  

Pat Stewart, Barb Standke, Marianne Aponte, 
Bonnie Richards, Gail Hoffman, Jon Batch-
elor, Bill Wilson, Bob Heinze, Mike Stolarick, 

Lee Sargent, Carolyn Malecka, Louise Bader, Noelle Corressel, 
Clive Crosby, Doris Rell, Dick Wilson, Shirley Stambaugh, baby 
Mavis, Suzanne Tracy, Mikael Eliasen, Terri Meihling, Savannah Martin 
Fox.  John Leach,  Marie Lattanzi Morris, Mary Stoops, Wesley Roche, 
Pamela Ilves-Goldberger, Shellee Conley, Debbie Hodulik, Dolores Little-
ton, Kelly Mosteller, Angela Melchiorre,  Sheamus Joseph Kinnarney, Mike 
DiMartinis, Shuvanon Shahid, Eric Kelly, Shellee Conley, Steven Alutore, 
Brenda Jarger, Dale & Maureen Runge, Lois Cummins,  Rich DeBella, 
Ralph Volpe, Peggy Miller, Rosemary Dougherty, Colin Lawlor, Amelia 
Marchese, Albert Kern, Michelle Mavis, John Rell, Larry Thatcher, Scott 
Hansen, Abby Phelps, Bill Getty, Carmela Crawford, Jacob Berard, Keith 
Maull, Connie Verner, Judy Yerkes, Daniel Mandel, Susan Mazeika, 
Saunders Family, Sandy Ferguson, Terry Mitchell, Bette Roncace, Nicholas 
Juele, Beckham Williams, Ed Clark, Col. Fred C. Anderson, Fred Mof-
fitt, Lily Gregorio, Julie Bartlett, Jimmy Lombardo, Betty Schurmann, El-
va Mastrando, Chuck Atkinson,  Sophia Campos, William T family, 
Ryan Roberts, Ed Miller,  David Wenck 
 
Please keep us updated with the prayer list. If anyone 
should be removed or added, please let us know. Sandy—
lcossandy@gmail.com 

 
Pantry  

Pantry: We are currently serving 12 Families: 35 People: 20 
Adults, 11 Teens, and 4 Children. Lynn Block 
 
Pantry Thank Yous: “Thank you so much for your help with 
groceries and food cards. Your help, for the food Pantry is price-
less for our family! We thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 
Sincerely from the entire family of seven.” “ Thank you for your 
continued support with the hard times I am going through. I can 
always depend on your help from eh Pantry Angels. Please ex-
tend my thanks to the congregation.”  

 

Church Office Hours 
The church office is closed on Friday which 
gives the staff a 2-day weekend. Normal work-
ing hours are Sunday, 7:30-11:30 AM, Monday-
Thursday 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM.  Pastor is on 
member visitations on Wednesday afternoons. 
Sandy works from home on Mondays but is 

available by calling the church office phone which also rings on 
her cell phone. Unless it is an emergency please refrain from 
contacting the staff on their days off. Everyone needs a couple 
of days to recharge! Sandy DeDonatis 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
               

 Mustard Seed Community Childcare 
 

Mustard Seed has entered its third year!  We had an exciting summer with an 8-week camp.  We averaged 
approximately 8-11 children each week.  We took the campers on a field trip to Storybook Land.  It was a 
fun day for all!   
At the end of August our staff met for two days for their annual staff orientation.  This year all staff renewed 

their CPR/1st aid certification.  We also had our New Family Meet & Greet.  September 5th was our first day of school 
where we welcomed 54 new KED (Kindergarten Extended Day) children.  We have 19 children in our morning session 
and 35 in our afternoon session.  So far, the favorite part of the day is the bus ride to and from the schools.   
We are proud sponsor again this year of Healthy Kids Running for the Fall and Spring sessions again this year. They are an 
organization the gets the children out and running. Many of our Mustard Seed children participate in this each year. 
We have completed our first year of repayment to LCOS for our original loan and have just paid the first quarter of our 
second year on the loan.  
We are now accepting registrations for our Fall Camp for the first week in November when schools are closed. 
Our Mustard Seed children love guest readers, if you would like to come read a story to the children, please contact me to 
set up a time.   Donna Marie Clancy 856-669-4491 or director@mustardseedccos.org 
We are blessed to have a wonderful Board of Trustees and I thank them for their support and guidance.  
Donna Marie Clancy 

 
Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of  preventive health screen-

ings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at  
Lutheran Church of  Our Savior on Friday, October 6, 2023.  

 
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque): An ultrasound is performed to screen the carotid arteries for 
buildup of fatty plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the leading causes of stroke. 

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening: An Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed using blood pressure cuffs on 
the arms and legs. It is important to screen for PAD because it increases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart attack, or 
stroke.1 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA): An ultrasound is performed to screen the abdominal aorta for the presence of an 
enlargement or aneurysm. AAA can lead to a ruptured aortic artery, which is a serious medical emergency. 
Atrial Fibrillation: A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the arms and legs to screen for 
Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart failure, and other heart-related complications.2 
 
These 4 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  Register by calling toll free 1-844-591-7160, text the word "circle" 
to 216-279-1607 or online at https://llsa.social/HC 
 

 
Reducing World Hunger One FMSC Manna Pack at a Time  

Nov 17-18 
“A growling belly cannot hear.” That was a quote Pastor Wayne shared back in 2015 
after he and a group from First Presbyterian Church in Haddonfield went to Haiti to 
witness the impact that the Manna Packs have made in the lives of schoolchildren. The 
Manna Packs are made up of soy, rice, vitamins, and dried veggies that were packed at 
mobile packs around the United States by the non-profit group, Feed My Starving 

Children. Prior to the pandemic, the Haddonfield Council of Churches sponsored mobile pack events in the spring or fall 
with the goal of volunteers packing up to half a million packs over the course of a weekend at their peak.  
“It is amazing to realize how many meals a team of 8-10 people at a table can pack in 90 minutes and even more amazing 
how many children it will feed for a year!” one packer shared back in 2019 when the last mobile pack event was held. “I 
couldn’t believe how much fun I had the whole time we were scooping the different ingredients into the bags, weighing, 
and sealing them before packing them into boxes. The FMSC people kept our enthusiasm up with the music and cheers.”  
Want to be a part of this year’s Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack Event? Our 
Savior will be creating a sign up for various time slots on either Friday night or Satur-
day November 17-18. More information will be coming in the November Messenger 
but pencil in the dates now to be a part of reducing world hunger among children one 
FMSC Manna Pack at a time the weekend before Thanksgiving.  
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• Acme or Shop-Rite Gift Cards  
• Monetary Donations 
• Tuna/canned meat 
• Spaghetti Sauce 
• PB&J 
• Paper Towels 

mailto:mmking0105@gmail.com
mailto:kemlmm@aol.com
mailto:kemlmm@aol.com
mailto:director@mustardseedccos.org
https://llsa.social/HSC
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204 Wayne Ave., Haddonfield, NJ  08033 (856)429-5122 (voice)  (856)429-7245(fax)  www.oursaviorhaddonfield.org  
Worship 8:00 AM Traditional in Sanctuary, 9:30 AM  in Sanctuary + Facebook Live 

Interactive Reflections Worship 9:30 AM in Parlor + Zoom 
                              CHURCH COUNCIL 

Ann Querns  Vice President/Personnel  ahodulik@gmail.com   856-905-5115  
Paul Knauer  Treasurer   prknauer@gmail.com   856-427-6595 
Shannon Foskett  Financial Secretary  sgfoskett@yahoo.com   856-904-1828 
Debby Madiraca  Secretary    debby78@comcast.net   609-709-4739 
Rich Morris  Christian Education  richardmorris2073@gmail.com  856-429-1175 
Wendell Gulick  Church Property   wgulick1021@gmail.com   215-527-3393 
Gabby Berrios  Social Ministry   mrsbee8123@gmail.com   267-516-6644 
Millie King  Congregation Resources  mmking0105@gmail.com   856-669-7794 
Ruth Fisher  Fellowship Together  rfisher11253@gmail.com   484-366-6771 
Lynn Block  Justice & Peace   blockstar59@hotmail.com   609-238-7419 
Kristine Monsen  Outreach   kemlmm@aol.com   856-858-0502 
Cathe Bare  Worship & Music   b45away@gmail.com   609-238-6527 

        MEMORIAL GIFTS BOARD 
Nancy Gulick  Chair    nvgulick@gmail.com   609-238-0184 
Karin LaBarge  Financial Secretary  klabarge160@gmail.com   856-428-4709 
Jeanette Jones  Secretary    gljjjones@comcast.net   856-795-5294  
Danielle Deery      danielledeery@gmail.com   317-414-7906 
Deb Hartigan      dhartigan2003@yahoo.com   856-795-5789 
John Drozdal      john.drozdal@gmail.com   612-804-7324 
Rich Windle      r.windle@southwarkmetal.com  215-416-7417 
Paul Knauer  Ex-officio   paul_knauer@pmagroup.com  856-427-6595 
Ann Querns  Vice President/Personnel  ahodulick@gmail.com   856-905-5115 
Pastor Wayne Zschech Advisory member   wzschech@yahoo.com   856-429-7851  
  

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER LEADERS 
The Rev. Wayne Zschech, D. Min   Pastor             wzschech@yahoo.com  856-429-7851 
Sandy DeDonatis          Parish Administrator        lcossandy@gmail.com  856-429-5122 
Pauline Worusski          Director of Music         pworusski@gmail.com  404-931-2317 
Sabrina LaBelle          Director of Children & Family    smgvasta@gmail.com  609-560-0003 
Bob Dempsey           Bookkeeper         lcosbookkeeper@gmail.com  856-246-8543 
Pat Reiter           Interim Communications Tech.   raphaellakninja@gmail.com  856-616-8169 
Shirley Clinkscales          Nursery Attendant       856-365-5392 
Don Richards           Custodian/Sexton         dlrich1@msn.com   856-577-1149 
Eva Shaw           Altar Guild          eslohboy@verizon.net  856-428-9434 
 

 
 

“Sin Boldly – Believe In Christ More Boldly” 
By Pastor Wayne Zschech 

 
Martin Luther once said, “Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong (or ‘sin boldly’), but let your trust in 
Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the world.” But what ex-
actly does that mean? In a nutshell, it means take risks for the sake of the gospel, for the sake of grace, 
for the sake of mercy, compassion, and love, even if the results of those actions or words may not neces-
sarily be completely beneficial to all parties involved. Why? Because even if our actions result in a break 

or damage of our relationship with one’s neighbor, creation, or even God, we ultimately trust that those sins are forgiven 
by the work of Christ on the cross and empty tomb of the resurrection. Or to put it in the words of Lutheran pastor 
Franklin Clark Fry, when choosing what to do, we ought always to give it our “reverent best guess.” 
But what does that mean? Simply this. When choosing our words to speak or actions to take we might first pause and con-
sider, is it: 
REVERENT: Does what I’m about to say or do reflect God’s will or my own? Is it godly in character? Is it led by the 
Holy Spirit or my self-serving spirit? 
BEST: Is this the best option that I know to be available? Are these the best words to express the truth in love?  
GUESS: Do I accept that this is ultimately a guess, and likely not an absolute? It may be right for now, but it also may not 
be the right choice down the road. It is a guess. But it is my reverent best guess. 
Now Lutherans have had a bit of fun with this phrase over the years to justify a variety of decisions and actions we make 
from choosing which restaurant to dine in, what meal to eat or what selection of wine to pair with dinner (although the 
phrase changes to “Zin Boldly” for the last one). But when it comes to the bigger decisions of life, such as discerning 
which candidates to vote for, what mode of transportation will best meet my needs but also create the lowest carbon foot-
print, or simply how will I direct the financial resources God has provided me toward God’s work in the world with all the 
options that are available, we can only sin boldly and provide our reverent best guess.  
DISCLAIMER: “Sin Boldly” is not a motto Lutherans use to intentionally participate in actions or speech that they know in 
advance or in the moment will cause harm to others in order to benefit themselves or groups of which they are a member, be-
cause they also believe these sins will be forgiven by God. Sin Boldly is more about when you have the free will to choose 
between various options and decisions and realize that inherent with any of the options or decisions there may be conse-
quences that could be sinful (damaging one’s relationship with God, neighbor, or creation) we trust the forgiveness of sins 
gives us the courage to act courageously by our reverent best guesses. We sin boldly, because we believe that even if our 
actions inadvertently result in a sin against God, neighbor, or creation we trust the forgiveness of sins through Christ’s 
death and resurrection gives us new life and the ability to try again. We don’t remain stuck in despair but strive toward the 
hope of God’s kingdom breaking into our world through our bold reverent best guesses of actions and words.  
So, people of God, in this month we celebrate the Reformation I invite and encourage you to sin boldly and believe more 
boldly that Christ forgives our sins. Make your reverent best guesses in life and may God’s will be revealed by what you say 
and do. I believe the world will be a better place when we do. 

 
 

“Genesis” Bible Discussion for Daily Living Began Sep 18/20 
ad Continues into October 7:00PM/9:30AM 

The book of Genesis traces our origins from cosmic beginnings through the 
stories preserved in pre-history. Each story provides us with a glimpse of God’s 
intentions, how God acts, and who we are in relationship to God and the rest 
of creation. In this study, participants will explore early stories of faith and 
God’s promise in the book of Genesis through each session’s big question. 
Join the discussion on either Mondays from 7:00-8:30 PM or on Wednesdays 
from 9:30-11:00 AM in Room 112 if joining in person or clicking on the Zoom 
link from Our Savior’s website home page to join virtually from home. The 8-
week course will cover the following questions on the corresponding dates.  

Oct 2/4 Trouble in Paradise: How does God deal with evil?  Genesis 6-9 
Oct 9/11 Hanging on a Promise: How long, O Lord?   Genesis 11-18 
Oct 16/18 How could God ask such a thing?    Genesis 21-25 
Oct 23/25 Does God love just anyone?     Genesis 27-32 
Oct 30/Nov 1 The Future: Yours, Mine, or Ours?    Genesis 37-41 
Nov 6/8 Are We Promise Bearers?     Genesis 42-50 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of  Our Savior 

Thank You Volunteers! 
 

Have you noticed that is seems like the same people volunteer to be worship assis-
tants; readers, ushers, altar guild helpers, communion assistants, counters? 
 
We hope you will prayerfully consider getting involved.  
 
Communion Assistants regularly say how honored they are to give out the Lord’s 
Supper.  

 
If you are interested in volunteering a little of your time to any of these ministries, please contact Sandy and she will 
send your name along to the appropriate chair. lcossandy@gmail.com, 856-429-5122. 
 
Volunteers are the heart of our worship and help to keep worship running smoothly. We appreciate our volunteers 
and hope we can add you to the list! 
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OCTOBER 2023 NEWSLETTER  
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Our Savior is a faith community that worships Jesus as our Lord,   

proclaims and shares God's Word, welcomes all people, serves human needs, and nurtures personal and spiritual 

growth through fellowship all to the glory of God. 

 

 

Oct 21   Paige Hodges  
Oct 21   Florence Hoppe  
Oct 21   Shelley Palmadessa  
Oct 21   John Runne  
Oct 22   Riley Needham  
Oct 22   Tom Pfeffer  
Oct 23   Tim Querns  
Oct 24   Andrew Pietrangelo  
Oct 25   Luca Ordonez  
Oct 26   Morgan Shay  
Oct 27   Lynn Boyle  
Oct 27   Owen John Dickerson  
Oct 27   Taylor Kan  
Oct 27   Christina Pietrangelo  
Oct 27   Pat Stewart  
Oct 28   Connor Thomas Glass  
Oct 28   Joseph Poliafico  
Oct 29   Jeanette Jones  
Oct 30   Juliana DeNinno  
Oct 30   Robert DeNinno  
Oct 30   Grace Lynch  
Oct 30   Craig Roncace  
Oct 30   Matt Vaughn  

The Messenger 

Blessings from the Fellowship Ministry Committee, Ruth 
Fisher - Chairperson 

Fellowship Ministry is always looking for additional members and lots of  fun 
ideas to spread the joy of  fellowship with LCOS members and guests. Current-

ly, our Fellowship Steering Committee members include; Sandy DeDonatis, Stacey Shaw, Jeannette Jelonek, Kate Zschech 
and Angel Berrios.  We meet the second Sunday of  the month, in the library from 9:40 a.m. to 10:40 a.m.  If  you can’t 
make the meetings, but want to know what is being planned, just let a committee member know and we’ll add you to our 
Minutes so you can support activities related to your interests and as your time permits. 

Fellowship Ministry’s Mission Statement and Goal for 2023-2024 
Mission Statement for Fellowship Ministry: The Fellowship Ministry at LCOS creates and nurtures friendships within and 
beyond our faith community.    Jesus desires all to feel loved and experience joy as we share our lives with one another in 
fellowship through fun times, meals, projects and events. 
 
2023-2024 Goal for Fellowship Ministry Steering Committee: To create and support opportunities for fellowship by ex-
pressing the love of  Jesus with one another through fun and food.  

 
Oktoberfest 2023 
Fellowship Ministry eagerly invites you to Oktoberfest at Eclipse Brewery, 25 
East Park Ave., Merchantville on Sunday, October 22nd from 11:30 - 2:00.  
Eclipse Brewery is owned by Cathe Bare’s sister and husband.  Thank you, 
Cathe, for seeing that conversations occurred easily between LCOS and 
Eclipse Brewery! Thank you to Pastor Wayne and Kate for planning and pre-
paring an authentic German menu for Oktoberfest!  Sandy DeDonatis has a 
polka band and a polka dance instructor to entertain us while we celebrate 
Oktoberfest and share fellowship!  Sabrina LaBelle will provide games for the 

children and Spencer Cowan will have fun activities for the adults.  Jeannette Jelonek has terrific German cutouts for your 
photo ops!  Angel and Gabby Berrios will assist in preparing the German dishes and are providing A & A soft pretzels, 
thank you!  Gluten Free and Dairy Free menu items will be identified. 
 
Contact Sandy DeDonatis, at the church office, to order your tickets, now!  We will sell 100 tickets, so don’t delay. Individ-
ual tickets are $20 per person.  Children under two years of age eat for free.  Families, living within the same household, 
may purchase a family ticket for $60.  Each ticket entitles the individual to an Oktoberfest lunch and one beverage from 
Eclipse Brewery, including brewery root beer, if preferred.  LCOS will also supply water and lemonade. Please bring a fin-
ger dessert (brownies, cupcakes, cookies, cookie bars, etc.) for the dessert table. 
The Oktoberfest menu includes your choice of one of three German wieners in a Del Buono roll, German-style mustard, 
yellow mustard, sauerkraut, German potato salad, cucumber onion salad, spaetzle and an A & A soft pretzel.  Children will 
have the same offerings (one of the wieners is like a hot dog) and the option of cheese spaetzle (like mac/cheese). 
 
We need volunteers to help with the set-up of tables, chairs and food. We also need help with returning the tables 
and chairs back to church when Oktoberfest is over  Please go to: https://tinyurl.com/42yc59kc to sign up. 
 
Future Events Planned by Fellowship Ministry 
Fellowship Ministry has several future events in the planning stage.  We hope to offer: 

Nov. 19, 2023  - Advent Intergenerational Event (cookie exchange and much more!) 
Jan. 20,  2024 - Chili Cook-Off (Get your crock pot ready!  I’m hearing there could be a contest with prizes!) 
February 8, 2024 - Flyers Faith Night 
March, 2024 - Sight and Sound bus trip to see Daniel. 
April, 2024 - Wine Tasting. 
May 5, 2024 - Garden plant/seed exchange - outdoor garden area with Kate Zschech. 
 
We are eager for your help!  Let us know what you’d like to see Fellowship offer.  Let us know if you can help sup-
port one of our events by contacting Ruth Fisher (rfisher11253@gmail.com) or Sandy DeDonatis 
(lcossandy@gmail.com).  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Oct 1   Andrew Kiewel  
Oct 1   Hannah Warrington  
Oct 3   Kayla Rodriguez  
Oct 3   Sarah Simpkins  
Oct 4   Eric Broschard  
Oct 4   Carolyn Fabian  
Oct 4   Jacob Howley  
Oct 5   Sarah Williams  
Oct 6   Javier Miller  
Oct 7   Caroline Asselin  
Oct 7   Emily Asselin  
Oct 7   Evan Palmadessa  
Oct 7   Aidan Spence  
Oct 7   Wayne Zschech  
Oct 8   Naomi Doyle  
Oct 8   Jonathan Glass  
Oct 8   John Johnson  
Oct 8   Michael McLaughlin  
Oct 8   Patricia Van Cleve  
Oct 9   Colleen Gross  
Oct 9   Kimberly Schemeley  
Oct 11   Emily Giamboy  
Oct 11   Bowman Ray  
 

Oct 11   Raegan Sehdev  
Oct 11   Maisy Speyerer  
Oct 12   Heather Vaughn  
Oct 13   Roland Heilig  
Oct 14   Christina Berner  
Oct 14   Doug Gebhart  
Oct 14   Karin LaBarge  
Oct 14   Travis Trevena  
Oct 15   Melinda Matula  
Oct 15   Stacey Morris  
Oct 16   Erin Myles  
Oct 18   Emelia Hammond  
Oct 20   Sophia Howard  
Oct 20   Ollie LaBelle  
Oct 20   Carol Maniaci  
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