
God’s Promises 
 

“In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father 
liberates us from sin and death by joining us to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the 
waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God 
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the 
Holy Spirit we are made members of the Church 
which is the body of Christ. As we live with Him 
and with His people, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God.” 
 
In Baptism, God promises the following: 
1. To make your child a child of God, 
baptized in God’s name. (Matt. 28:19) 
2.  To wash your child clean of sin. (Acts 
22:16) 
3.  To give your child the Holy Spirit, 
which will enable your child to call upon 
Jesus as Lord. (Titus 3:5) 
4.  To make your child a member of the 
body of Christ (Romans 6:5) 
5.  To grant your child eternal life. (Mark 
16:16) 

 
     As the pastor pours water on your child 
and speaks the Word of God, it is God who 
addresses your child with these promises and 
faithfully accomplishes them in your child. In 
this gift from God, your child will be born 
again and begin a whole new life; a life led by 
Christ instead of a life driven by sin. The 
baptismal water is the physical sign of this 
covenant between God and your child. 
    In presenting your child for Baptism you 
are doing a wonderful thing. You are 
permitting your child to receive a precious gift 
of eternal love. Through baptism, for the rest 
of life, your child can be sure of God’s 
faithfulness and unconditional love. 
 

 

Your Promises 
 

“In Christian love you have presented your child 
for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, 
faithfully bring your child to the services of God’s 
house, teach your child the Lord’s Prayer, 
Creed, and Ten Commandments. As your child 
grows in years, you should place in your child’s 
hands the Holy Scriptures, and provide for 
instruction of the Christian faith, that, living in the 
covenant of your child’s Baptism and in 
communion with the Church, your child may lead 
a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 
When you present your child for Baptism, 
you also make important promises that form 
your child’s faith in the assurance of God’s 
faithfulness and love. You promise to: 
1.  Help your child grow in faith by the 
devotional and prayer life in your home. 
2.  Help your child grow in faith within 
the community of faith, the church, and 
3.  Take every opportunity to show your 
child God’s steadfast love and mercy 
given in Baptism. 
   When you present your child for Holy 
Baptism, you take upon yourself the 
responsibility to tell your child of the 
wonderful promises that God gives in 
Baptism. You promise to do all that you can 
do to cultivate in your child the hope, love, 
and joy, that leads to the peace and 
meaning one experiences in life as a child 
of God. You are promising to do such things 
as read the Bible to and with your child, 
teach them how to worship and the basics 
of the Christian faith both at home as well 
as Sunday Church School and Confirmation 
instruction.  
    Faith comes from experiencing the 
faithfulness of God as witnessed in 
Scripture and the lives of the saints, first 
and foremost through parents. You are your 
child’s primary teachers and models of the 
faith, but you do have support, the Church. 

Church’s Promises 
“We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We 
receive you as a fellow member of the Body of 
Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and 
a worker with us in the Kingdom of God.” 
 
   When your child is baptized, we, your 
Christian brothers and sisters, promise to: 
1. Look upon your child as an important 
member of the Christian community, 
2. Support you in making God’s 
promises known to your child, and  
3. Support you in keeping the promises 
you made to your child in baptism with 
periodic “Stepping Stones” of faith 
formation classes that begins with 
enrollment in the Splash Cradle Roll and 
continues until High School graduation. 
   When your child is baptized during the 
worship service, we, the members of The 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, give you 
and your child our word that we will help 
you in the life-long process of faith 
formation and affirmation. 
   We begin at your child’s baptism with a 
gift of Luther’s Small Catechism and a CD 
of Christian lullaby songs, the first of three 
in our Splash cradle roll program. A candle 
is also given and encouraged to be lit on the 
anniversary of your child’s baptism. In 
addition to Church School classes that 
begin at age three through grade 6 we 
provide the Bible you will present to your 
child when they are in the 3rd grade and 
then a teen study bible when they enter 
confirmation in the 7th grade. Together you 
will learn the mystery and joy of Holy 
Communion in the 6th grade and during the 
two years of confirmation catechetical 
classes you can also serve as an adult 
Guide for the small groups. In high school 
they can participate in a mission trip to help 
those in need before being blessed at 
graduation.  



Practicing Your Promises 
 

“Do you, parents and sponsors, promise to fulfill 
these obligations?” 
 
  The occasion of your child’s Baptism 
requires your careful, intentional, and honest 
consideration on how you will fulfill your 
Baptismal promises. This event also gives 
you and your family an opportunity to reflect 
your understanding and living of the Christian 
life as a disciple. How do you practice your 
faith? In addition to a one day retreat for 
parents on this question, here are some ways 
to help you fulfill your commitment to your 
child and your faith. 
 
Prayer is the way we keep our relationship 
with God and God’s people strong, sharing 
our joys and sorrows of life. Pray with your 
child and each other often. 
Worship of God is what we were made to do, 
but need to learn how to worship liturgically. 
Take your child to worship and teach them 
the liturgy and hymns of faith so they 
understand worship is for the entire baptized, 
not just mom and dad. 
Study Scripture during devotion times at 
home with your child as a way to both share 
and grow in faith. Their stories of faith are our 
stories of faith. Remember that Christian 
education begins as a child, but is a lifelong 
journey. 
Serve the needs of others together as a 
family following the example of Jesus. 
Invite and Encourage your friends and your 
child’s friends to be in a relationship with the 
Jesus you have come to know in life. 
Give generously of your time, talent, and 
treasure and let your child witness you doing 
so. When the time comes, encourage them to 
do the same. 
 
 

A Word about Sponsors 
  People often wish to have sponsor, 
sometimes called “Godparents”, for their 
child. The role of the sponsor is to aid the 
parents in the promises they make to God 
and their child. 
   Sponsors, therefore, need to be people 
who view Baptism as a sacramental gift 
from God who will regularly pray for the 
child, remember the child’s Baptismal 
anniversary and provide a Christian witness 
in the way they live. This usually means the 
sponsors will be active members of a 
Christian church. Of course, the brothers 
and sisters of Our Savior will also be 
promising to do all of these things for your 
child as well. 
 

Baptisms at Our Savior 
   We are delighted and honored you desire 
to have your child baptized at Our Savior. If 
you are not already a member it is expected 
you will join at the next opportunity as your 
child will be a member of the congregation 
on his or her baptismal day. As soon as you 
have a date, contact the church office or 
one of the pastors to set up a time to meet 
with them about the baptism.  
  Baptisms can be scheduled for the 9:30 
worship service, preferably on either the 2nd, 
4th, or 5th Sunday of the month. Plan to 
arrive at least 15 minutes early and let the 
office know how many pews to rope off in 
front of the pulpit. Because Baptism is a 
worship experience, please refrain from 
taking flash photos during the service. While 
discrete videotaping is allowed, a DVD will 
be made using the church equipment and 
re-staged photos can be taken after worship 
is over. There is no fee, but donations in 
honor of your child’s baptism may be given 
to the Memorial Gifts Fund for ministry use. 

Holy Baptism 
 

 
 

“Child of God, you  
have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked 
with the Cross of Christ 

forever.” 
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